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“Our mission is to nurture our relationships with God in
Christ, with one another, and with our community.”

From Steve’s Desk
A friend of mine was recently telling me of his pessimism about the future of humanity. In his view
we have „messed up‟, and messed up our planet and deserve to be eliminated. I responded that
while I could not agree with many of the conclusions he drew from this, especially about how it
would all end up, I did share his assessment of the human performance. Where I differed was that
as a Christian I knew there was going to be a good ending.
And the reason for my optimism is Christmas!
Advent is our preparation to celebrate the Christian story. We celebrate Christmas, not just as a
beautiful dream, full of nostalgia, with candles and carols and wishful thinking, but as the event
that initiated the final phase of the Creator God‟s rescue mission for humanity. No rescue would
have been necessary if all was well with us.
As Bishop Tom Wright puts it:
“Christmas is God lighting a candle; you don‟t light a candle in a
room already full of sunlight”.
God came into the world in the person of His Son, to deal with the
results of our „messing up‟ and to give us hope and a future. God
has not given up on his creation.
“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it.” That is the way St John puts it in the prologue to his
gospel.
In seeking to live out the true message of Christmas, we do so
within a society that promotes a message that is secular and
commercial and which invites us to pretend for a while that
everything is fine. But Christmas is the reality which shows up the
rest of „reality‟.
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It is only when we are realistic about what this story of God becoming one of us actually
means that we can begin to see the measure of God‟s love for each of us. And when we
receive his love, then He floods our hearts with his joy and peace – and then in his presence
we enter into all that Christmas is for us – the fun and enjoyment of family, friends, gifts and
greetings!
So let us enter the Advent and Christmas Season understanding that we don‟t have to
pretend. We know both the love of God and the sorrow of a hurting world and seek to bring
them together through our prayers and actions.
Come thou long expected Jesus, born to set your people free
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Born your people to deliver, born a child and yet a King;
Born to reign in us forever; now your gracious kingdom bring.
By your own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone:
By your all-sufficient merit, raise us to your glorious throne.
Rev. Steve Shaw
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Wardens’ Report

Heading into the Christmas season we remember that it was only twelve
months ago that we had our final service in the old building. The
redevelopment project has come a long way and the end is in sight with
construction completion still anticipated
to be early April. With concrete for the
main floor being poured in the last two
weeks it is truly exciting to see the
building rising from what used to be a
large hole.
You can see from the
pictures that the building is taking shape
both on the exterior and interior. The
project continues to consume most of
the time and energy of the leadership
team.
Storm and sanitary pipes in garage
Electric panel

As reported in the last newsletter we continue to struggle with the finances.
As a result, we have needed to draw on the redevelopment funds that were budgeted specifically for these
additional transitional costs. We encourage everyone to try and maintain regular levels of offerings and, if
you haven't already, consider enrolling in the PAG (pre-authorized giving) program. Also remember to
complete your pledged capital campaign donations. On a positive note
our initial payments to the builder have
been lower than originally anticipated.
This has allowed us to keep our funds in
the diocese consolidated trust longer
than originally planned. If you recall this
is the fund that suffered with the drastic
market downturn in 2009 and has now,
thankfully, recovered its loses.
In closing we would just like to remind
everyone about the ways to keep
Cabinet for new organ
current with what is happening. Here is a list of links with information that is
updated regularly:
 http://www.stgeorgestoronto.ca – On our homepage there is a Current schedule of events link.
This brings up a document that lists all the dates and details for upcoming church events.
 http://www.stgeorgestoronto.ca/services_worship.html – This is the Worship Service page which
contains the list of upcoming services. It also contains a copy of the announcements insert in the
bulletin for the most recent couple of services.
 http://stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com – This is the Redevelopment Blog that keeps track of the
redevelopment project.
 http://www.stgeorgestoronto.ca/camera/?C=M;O=D – Images from the webcam that captures a
picture of the construction site every 15 minutes.
Main floor concrete freshly poured

Take careful note of all the upcoming events, services, and activities so that you don't miss out on the
opportunity to be a part of the active St. George's community over the next few months
Respectfully,
Egan Done and Doug Heyes, Churchwardens
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Redevelopment
Construction
It's happening fast, now that construction is under way. At time of writing, our builder, Buttcon Ltd., has just
poured the concrete for the main floor. By the time this Newsletter is published, structural steel will be on
site, to construct the second floor. By year-end, we hope to see the roof completed. This will allow
protective plastic sheeting to provide weather protection and with heaters, the masonry and interior
finishing can proceed.
The excellent blog on St. George's website continues to document progress, with pictures and text; the site
address is http://www.stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com. Photos of the construction site being taken every
hour by a webcam mounted on St. George's House; the site address is
http://www.stgeorgestoronto.ca/camera.
Site meetings continue every second week with representatives from the parish, the architect and the
builder, plus sub-contractors, consultants and engineers as needed, to review progress and deal with issues
as they arise. Building completion is tentatively scheduled for March 31, 2011, but we will know more
precisely by the new year.

Occupation preparations
 The Celebration Committee continues planning for the Ribbon Cutting event, tentatively scheduled for
Saturday, April 16, 2011. The date will be finalized in early January. The Committee is also making plans
for an opening concert and outlining a series of music and arts events.
 The Worship Committee is looking at all aspects of worship in the new building, including the first official
service, tentatively scheduled for Easter Day, April 24, 2011.
 Designs for the new altar, font, ambo (lectern) , credence table and ambry are being reviewed, to be
created from the ash tree harvested from the front lawn; the ash logs are now dry and are about to be
cut into planks for furniture making.
 The sample pew chair has been positively received, we have chosen under-seat book racks, and we are
now seeking a final quote for production costs. We are also looking at samples of stacking chairs for
overflow seating in the sanctuary and for meeting room use.
 Advertising for the child care centre on the construction fence and on EduKids' website has attracted
considerable interest. The waiting list for child care spaces is now 80% of centre capacity! The child
care centre Board (Hazel Perkin, Laura Pummell and Jennifer Schmidt), as well as Pastoral Associate Janet
Kirk, will shortly visit two EduKids child care centres in other Anglican parishes.
 A contract has been signed for the security and entry system.
 Negotiations continue for the sound system for spoken word and music.
 The stained glass windows are being repaired and double glazed.
 A new bell has been ordered, to replace the old iron bell which was rusted and lost one arm of the
swinging mechanism during demolition.
To learn more about the new building, please contact Rev'd Steve Shaw or myself.
Geraldine Sperling, Redevelopment Coordinator
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Notes from the Church School
& Youth
Our fall season proved to be action packed as we
introduced new curriculum material, welcomed the
Huisman, Lingham-Cole and Ronalds families to our
parish, experienced a new 9:15 a.m. service called the
"Link” and took part in a baptism service for Azure
Lingham Cole and Zara Cole.
Our Young People had an active role in the Link
Service, reading a lesson, leading the Creed and
Prayers of the People, Serving, administering the
Chalice, functioning as sidespeople and being part of
the music ministry.
The "Link" service will continue (except for December)
every third Sunday of the month at the 9:15 time.
Anyone wishing to sing or play an instrument as part of
the music ministry for this service please speak to me.
Youth Social events were part of the fall schedule and
this included a fun filled "Dinner and a Movie Night" at
the church house in late October. As this Newsletter
went to press our teenage group were off to Vaughan
Mills for "go carting", rock climbing etc. No doubt food
was also part of this time together. Please watch for
many other activities in 2011.
It is hard to believe that the calendar year has brought
us to the season of Advent already! The Advent
season is a wonderful preparation period filled with
hope and joyful anticipation of the coming of God's
special gift of the Christ Child at Christmas. This year
the annual Advent Event
was held on Sunday,
November 28th at the church house with our church
school families, with 60 people in attendance, who
gathered to worship, make Advent/Christmas greeting
cards for the homebound of our parish and St.
Patrick's. During the morning everyone was invited to
move through the creative stations that provided
activities appropriate for the season. We ended our
activities with communion followed by a "finger food"
pot luck lunch.
Looking ahead to Christmas time, I have distributed the
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DATES TO MARK ON YOUR
CALENDARS:
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
10:00 a.m. TO 12:00 NOON
NATIVITY SERVICE REHEARSAL
Snack provided
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY FAMILY
SERVICE
Cast arrive 6:15 p.m.
Service time 7:00 p.m.
PLEASE WATCH FOR DATES OF
SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE NEW YEAR

Nativity Service parts to those wishing to
have a role and the rehearsal date has
been set for Saturday, December 11th
from 10:00 – 12 Noon. This is a very
special opportunity for the Church School
and Youth to re-enact the events of the
birth of Jesus.
2011 will bring many opportunities for
fellowship as we continue to grow
together in our faith journey. Early in
2011 the church school will be planning
their annual bowling party.
Please watch your bulletin for special
events.
All of our church school teachers join me
in wishing you a blessed Advent and
Christmas.
Janet
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Pictures from Advent Event - November 28th

Service

Cookie Making (for the homebound)

Making Crèches

Making Stars

Making cards for the homebound

Enjoyed by all ages
St. George‟s Anglican Church

Enjoying a meal together
416 225-1922
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Outreach Fall/Winter
Faithworks 2010
We have been highlighting weekly in the
bulletin the work being done by Anglican
FAITHWORKS Ministries. We hope you have
been noticing the wonderful and necessary
work being done on our behalf through our
FAITHWORKS donations. Our regular Parish
offering for current and future use is something
we do for ourselves – FAITHWORKS is
something we do for others who are not so
fortunate.
So far 26 families or individuals have donated a
total of $6,520.00. This is well down from
former years.
If you haven‟t made your donation for this year
we encourage you to do so soon, well before
the end of December.
Neighbourlink North York
St. George‟s is now part of Neighbourlink
North York, an organization of several North
York churches with volunteers who try to
meet the needs of North York residents who
need assistance that they are unable to get from
family members or friends. These needs can
include such things as a drive to a medical
appointment, assistance with grocery shopping,
wanting a friendly visitor, needing assistance
completing forms, help with banking, organizing
clutter, changing a washer, learning to use a
computer, tutoring students, making phone calls
to service people, plus much more. Some of
our North York neighbours need such
assistance because of disability challenges or
because of receiving minimal government social
assistance or because of being socially isolated.
To be an effective member of the
Neighbourlink North York program, we need
the following:
(a) three St. George‟s volunteers to serve as
contact people who can be available at home by

St. George‟s Anglican Church
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phone one day per week as follows: Tuesdays
from 9:00 am to noon, or Wednesdays from
1:30 to 4 pm, or Fridays from 9:00 am to noon
in order to receive phone calls from the
Neighbourlink office volunteer with
information about needs that have to be met
and (b) we need volunteers from the
congregation who are willing to commit an
hour or two once a week to fill the need when
phoned by one of the contact people.
Jan Buchan will serve as co-coordinator for St.
George‟s volunteers. Please contact Jan at
416-221-8464 or contact any Outreach
Committee member (Craig Robertson,
Margie Lyttle, Muriel Thompson,
Yvonne Young, Max Wynter) to indicate
your willingness to volunteer.
Neighbourlink volunteers know that every
time a request for help is received, God has
presented an opportunity for us to help our
neighbours. Please give prayerful
consideration to deciding in what way you
are willing to help.
St George’s Outreach Mission in our
New Church
Our parish has continued with our outreach
objectives during the construction, but there is
no question we have been space-constrained
and have had to let go of some things- our ESL
program, our Parents and Tots, to name two.
We are actively discussing what is our vision
and strategy to hit the ground running next
spring – how we as a parish can best fit
ourselves into our community and make our
gifts and resources most effective.
The Outreach Committee needs your
thoughts. You can expect us to approach you
for an informal conversation. Please be ready
to offer your views! Do not be nervous – we
are not asking your time commitment to any
project. Remember – everyone in our parish
already does outreach in their own way.
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Calendar of Events
Saturday December 11th
Rehearsal for the Christmas Eve Pageant. 10:00 am – Noon at St. Patricks
Sunday December 12th, 2010
3rd Sunday in Advent. Christmas Carol Event
5:00 – 7:00 pm at St. George House, 77 Canterbury Place.
Come for a time of Singing, candles and conversation around the fire. Please bring Scarves and mitts for
Eva‟s Place. Also bring along your favourite Christmas goodies to share. Everyone is welcome.
The Wednesday Morning Group
Will start back in January; watch the bulletin for information about the date.
All welcome on the 4th THURSDAY of each month 6:00 to approx. 8:00 pm meet at Ferg’s Bar
and Grill (Ellerslie & Yonge) for friendly, open, and frank discussion regarding God, Spirituality, the
world around us and our place in it as Christians.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday December 19th
10:30 am. Christmas Lessons & Carols
Please note there will be no Link service in the month of December;
next Link service will be January 16th.
Friday December 24th,
7:00 pm Family Service, with Pageant
10:00 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist
Saturday December, 25, Christmas Day
10:00 am Christmas Eucharist.
Sunday December 26th, 1st Sunday after Christmas
PLEASE NOTE: There is just one service at 10:30 am on this Sunday.
A WELCOME PARTY FOR OUR NEW FAMILIES:
Come to the house of St. George on Saturday, January 8th at 7:00 p.m., we will host an Epiphany Party and
welcome all new members of our congregation. You are invited to come and bring some desserts to share
as we gather to celebrate Epiphany and spend time with those new to the parish of St. George.
Sunday January 16th, 2011
9:15 “Link” Contemporary Eucharist. Looking for something more casual and different – try our new
Contemporary Worship Service. February date is the 20th,

ST GEORGE PARISH RETREAT - Mark the date - Saturday January 29th, 2011
For everyone in the parish. We encourage everyone to come to this day of training and workshops to
prepare us for our return to the corner of Yonge and Church. (There will be a children‟s program.)
More information on this important event shortly.

St. George‟s Anglican Church

416 225-1922

Life at St. George’s

Page 9

Sunday February 13th, 2011
Parish Church of St. George, Vestry Meeting immediately following the 10:30 am service in the Parish Hall of
St. Patrick‟s. All reports for Vestry should be submitted by Sunday January 31st, 2011.
Send to info@stgeorgestoronto.ca.
Coats and Shoes for Eva’s Place – The weather has turned cold, and the teenagers at Eva‟s Place Satellite
(just down the street from St. George House) need shoes and coats. If you have coats/shoes appropriate for
teenagers, please bring them to St. George House (we have a box available). Or bring them to church Sundays
and leave them with any Outreach member, who will look after their transport.

The Link Service
Have you attended the Link Service yet? Our next Link Service will be held on January 16th, 2011
in the Parish Hall of St. Patrick's at 9:15 a. m.
This service is a mixture of Contemporary and Traditional style and music.
It is a service for all ages. Come join us.
Pictures from the November 21st Link Service

St. George‟s Anglican Church
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Prayer Chain / Group
Submitted by: Margie Lyttle

“Be still and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10

we need to be filled with the Spirit to be
effective in prayer. Following his talk he prayed
for attendees as they requested. We witnessed
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

We live in a very busy and noisy world. The gadgets in
our own homes are major contributors to the
noisiness of our lives. Yet the Psalmist advises us to be
still and recognize God‟s presence. Prayer is
conversation with God but we will not hear his side of
the conversation if we are not quietly listening.

As we journey through the penitential season of
Advent, let us pray more frequently and ask the
Holy Spirit to attend our prayers.

On October 2, 2010, the Prayer Group met for our
Annual Prayer Morning. This was an exercise in
listening because the readings and prayers were
interspersed with periods of silence. Every member
and group in our congregation was prayed for by
name. It was a powerful experience. We are grateful to
other members of the congregation who attended on
this occasion. We pray that many others will join us
next year.

Prayer Conference

On October 22 and 23, 2010, the diocese held its
Prayer Conference at St. John‟s, York Mills. The theme
was “God Yearning to Hear.” The Guest Speaker was
the Rev‟d Mike Flynn an Episcopal priest from
California. He had a life-changing in-filling with the Holy
Spirit in 1972. He is the leader of FreshWind
Ministries, which is a Christian Ministry that teaches,
models and imparts responsiveness to the Holy Spirit
for life and ministry. The foundation of the ministry
rests solidly on Bible-based materials. The Rev. Flynn
demonstrated the spirit-filled life in various ways
throughout the conference. I was particularly touched
by his singing of an entire song/lullaby in a different
language. There was such a hush in the church that it
seemed mystical. The topics for his presentations
were:
1. Prayer is Relationship with God
2. Intercession – Releasing the Power of God
3. Practicing His Presence is Fun
There were many aspects of his presentations that
were new to us but intriguing.
Various workshops were offered. I attended „The
Work of the Holy Spirit and Prayer‟ by the Rev. Andy
Leroux. His talk was based on a verse from Romans 8
that says „We don‟t know how to pray as we ought‟,
but the Holy Spirit intercedes for us. He said the Holy
Spirit is absolutely essential as we pray. In other words

St. George‟s Anglican Church


By Lori Grauds

Here are a few thoughts and reflections from the
Prayer Conference that was recently held at St.
John's York Mills Anglican Church.
Rev. Mike Flynn was the keynote speaker. He is
the director of Fresh Wind Ministries in
Camarillo, CA. www.freshwindministries.org
Rev. Flynn spoke about the healing ministry
belonging to the laity. He believes that
Confirmation is the ordination of the laity. He
spoke of the role of the clergy to equip the laity
through training, blessing, deploying and
correcting. Through the ministry of healing we
are learning to make demands of God in our
complex world. We can become more enriched
through the teachings of Jesus to listen with our
heart on our journey to prayer.
Wendy Passmore is a spiritual director and she
facilitated a workshop titled "Intimacy with God"
www.wendypassmore@sympatico.ca
Wendy invited our small group to explore how
we experience God knowing us and how we
would respond to God's desire to be our soul
mate. We were reminded of Bishop Desmond
Tutu's prayerful meditations that we are "made
for goodness" and that we are urged to "live out
our goodness." Good food for thought.
This Prayer Conference was worthwhile and I
look forward to attending the next one which is
held every two years.
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(Written by long-time parishioner, Jean Orr, after she came with friends from Cobourg to attend
the last service at the old St. George's on November 22, 2009)
December 1, 2009
Dear Geraldine,
How wonderful it was to be back at St. George‟s
Church again and to see all my friends.
When I got home I was thinking so much of the
past and I thought you would like to hear more of
the history.
In the November 2009 Anglican there was a
picture of John Privett, who was just made
Archbishop of British Columbia and Yukon. In
the October 2009 Anglican, there was a picture of
his father, Archdeacon Arthur Privett of the
Yukon. It was Arthur‟s obit – he died at age 94 in
May 2009. I did not hear from Art at Christmas
2008 and thought he might have died.
I knew Art all my life. His family lived on
Hounslow Ave. and went to St. George‟s Church.
Art was a member of my father‟s Bible class in
the 1930‟s. He went to Wycliffe College and
became a priest. His first parish was Garden
River (Sault Ste. Marie). I remember my Dad
going to visit him and his wife, Muriel, one
summer. Dad was a lay reader and helped Art
with his service at the church. Arthur and his
church were the recipients of St. George‟s “Magic
Lantern” and slides when we started to use
books. I learned all my prayers and hymns from
those slides projected onto a screen in front of
the stage in the basement church [under the
former Claude Secrett Hall].
Arthur then went west and became the priest in
charge of the Log Cathedral in Whitehorse. He
always kept in touch with my father until Dad died
and then with me every Christmas until just
before he died. Art always wanted to know what
was going on at St. George‟s, his home church.
He did come back to preach at St. George‟s once
when he visited his father on Hounslow Ave.

St. George‟s Anglican Church

This was during Canon John Thompson‟s
time. Art remained at the cathedral in
Whitehorse for the rest of his life.
Did you know about the Canterbury stone
which was installed near the front door of the
church after the war? Someone brought us a
stone from the wreckage of Canterbury. This
was why Canon Thompson asked North York
to change the name of Doris Ave. to
Canterbury Place. I hope that stone can be
saved.
Did you know that the two wooden stands that
stood at the front of the nave to hold flower
arrangements were built especially to hold the
two cyclamen plants which Lady Eaton sent to
us every Christmas until she died? They
were from her greenhouse at Mary Lake.
Lady Eaton liked to come to Evensong at St.
George‟s sometimes, when she stayed at her
summer home. I last saw her in June 1958
when she brought a friend from Paris with her;
when they learned that I was leaving for
Europe on July 4 that year, I was invited to
stay with her friend in Paris, but unfortunately
I was on a conducted tour and was unable to
do so.
On the subject of memorials, I paid for the
middle choir pew, where you were sitting. It
was given as a thankoffering for the gift of
music which God gave me and was paid for
from my earnings as a wedding soloist. I
gave the white chasuble in memory of my
Father, the white matching stole in memory of
my Mother and the processional torches in
memory of my goddaughter, Lois Alice
Wallace.
The copes were hand-made by Andrew (I
can't think of his last name). He was very
involved in theatre. Ask Laura Hunter
[Pummell]. She was in a play directed by him.
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I suppose I could tell you many more stories about some of the wonderful priests who served at
St. George's. There were many, including David Neelands (Trinity), Alan Hayes, Brian Murray
(who now does marriage counselling for the Anglican Church); he was there the same time as
Jack Adam. I babysat for many of the priests, starting with Norman & Joy Ballard, and often
slept in the little bedroom overlooking the back garden.
There were sad times when our boys were at war. I remember helping to pack Christmas
parcels for the boys. My Father worked for Robertson Bros. Hand Made Chocolates and the
owners gave Dad a lot of chocolate bars and hard candy to send in the parcels. I wrapped
each bar in a Kleenex and sealed it with a Christmas sticker. Dad said the boys needed
Kleenex and toilet paper. We did get a little bit of a laugh when a thank you note came from
one of the boys who was sent to Africa. The parcel took several months to get to him and all
the chocolate had melted into a mass.
We were all saddened by four suicides and one murder, during our journey at St. George's. I
knew all of them quite well, in fact the first was my godchild. God kept us all strong and we
were able to help each other.
If you want any more stories, let me know. God Bless.
Love,
Jean Orr

The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out February 27, 2011.
Deadline is Thursday, February 17, 2011.
Email articles to the editor: Kathy Baillie at family.baillie@sympatico.ca

REMEMBER, EVERYONE IS WELCOME
AT ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH
Sunday Services at: 8:00 am & 10:30 am
3 Sunday of the month at 9:15 am (not in December)
“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,
with one another, and with our community.”
rd

We’re on the Web! See us at:
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca
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Currently located at St. Patrick’s Anglican Church
1087 Lillian Street, North York
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