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Life at St.George’s 

From Steve’s Desk 
   

written by a McGill professor, and is 775 pages of small 

print written in a very turgid style. 

It continues to be a work in progress for me, but it is most 

interesting. He asks the question what does it mean to live 

in a secular age, and what precisely happens when a society 

in which it is virtually impossible not to believe in God 

becomes one in which faith even for the staunchest 

believer is only one human possibility among others. 
 

I must admit this is a hard read with solid prose and widely encompassing 

references but I am finding it a fascinating scholarly work giving insight 

into our society today and I hope helping me relate my faith more 

effectively to a changing world.   

  

“Our mission is to nurture our relationships with God in 
Christ, with one another, and with our community.” 

 

 

 
 

It‟s summertime and the living is easy... they sang in Showboat.    
 

It‟s summertime and the savings are easy ... it said in a recent auto advert.  
 

It‟s summertime and the reading is easy ... is my thought, because reading is one of my favourite summer 

relaxations. 
 

So what have I been reading this summer? A quick review of some of the books I have digested; 

 

Fearful Symmetry - Brian Lee Crowley 
 

This Globe and Mail National Bestseller talks of the rise and fall of Canada‟s founding 

values, but really is mostly about the relationship of Quebec with Canada. It is provocative 

(Michael Ignatieff in a cover comment says “it is an attack on everything I believe, so it‟s 

bracing and interesting”) and yet it sets out many indisputable facts.  
 

But for me it speaks to the change in Quebec as the church was replaced by the state in 

the 1960‟s, and the way in which Quebec has subsequently played the nationalist card to 

its financial advantage.  This is a book that provokes, exposes and disturbs. 
 

A Secular Age – Charles Taylor 
 

This Templeton prize winner book is totally unlike Crowley‟s above probably because it is 
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Good Value – Stephen Green 

 

Stephen Green is Chairman of HSBC having been its CEO from 2003 to 2006. He  

is also an Anglican priest. The book had been given good reviews and I bought it  

assuming it would give insight into the values and pressures of a Christian in business. 

But I was disappointed and found it more a book that showed off Green‟s eclectic knowledge 

and wide travels. Not to be recommended in my view and the one “dud” book of my summer. 

 

The Reason for God – Timothy Keller 

 

This New York Times bestseller is authored by one of the most exciting Christian writers 

of the present. Keller is the pastor of the Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, a 

large church (6000 attendees over 5 services) he started 20 years ago. His unique gift is 

explaining the faith and developing Christian apologetics - he has an hour of open 

discussion after every sermon. He is very considered, and presents a strong and 

convincing counter to the many arguments we hear today against Christianity and faith.   

 

This is a writer you must read; it will encourage you in your walk of faith. 

He has written 2 further books –The Prodigal God and most recently Counterfeit Gods. 

Both well reviewed, they are on my shelf waiting for me to begin!  

 

Basic Christian: The inside story of John Stott - Roger Steer 

 

This was a refreshing easy read, reminding me of one of the truly godly Christian leaders 

of our day. Chris and I had the privilege of attending All Souls church in London in the 

60‟s where John Stott was the Rector. So we knew many of the names and the occasions 

described in this book.   

 
It brought me again to the importance of scripture, in preaching, teaching and the daily 

life of every believer. This is a worthwhile biography but by no means a complete one of 

a Christian leader of significant influence in the Church of England and in churches in the 

developing world. 

 

Now my point in sharing what I have been reading is to invite you to likewise feel free to write and 

share your reading especially as it relates to our faith and our society. But more particularly, today of all 

times we need to be more informed about our faith and about our community so that we can, in real 

time live as effective Christians. And that means reading. 

 

There are so many excellent Christian books that will inspire, inform and challenge us. It is a resource 

we all need to avail ourselves of.  

 

Rev. Steve Shaw 
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Wardens’ Update 
 
With all the activity over the last few months the summer has seemed very short.  The redevelopment 

project continues to absorb much of the time and energy of the leadership team.  We meet every two 

weeks with the contractor, architect and project management teams to discuss progress and address 

issues.  The project is on schedule and has not incurred any unexpected delays.  On September 26 we 

will be celebrating Back to Church Sunday by opening the doors of St. George's House to everyone to 

show off the plans for the new building.  We hope all will come and join us to see firsthand how far the 

new building has progressed.  It is hard to believe that is was only 6 months ago that demolition started 

and we are at the half way point of the project!  Remember that photos and updates are posted weekly 

to our redevelopment blog at http://stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com  

 

To assist in planning for our move back to the new church two new groups have been formed.  The first 

is the Worship Committee whose mandate is to plan the services in the new building.  The second is the 

Celebration Committee who are planning the gala event to officially open the new building and also 

looking forward to other events that can utilize our wonderful new building.  

 

From a financial point of view we continue to have a challenging year.  Please remember that during 

these 18 months of transition the costs associated with operating our church continue.   We have had 

many bills relating to closing the old building and moving the church office into St. George's House.  

Going forward until the new building opens we need to pay the cost of maintaining the house that acts 

as offices for our staff as well as a place to meet for many parish groups.  Additionally we pay a monthly 

stipend to St. Patrick's to use their facilities and join them for weekly worship. 

 

In our presentation to Vestry in February we presented what we believed to be an optimistic but 
obtainable budget.  However, the actual results for the year have left us with a sizable deficit.  Our 

expenses to date this year are slightly higher than budget mainly due to unforeseen expenses in the 

operation of St. George's House.  We required a roof patching to keep water from dripping into Rev'd 

Steve's office whenever we received a heavy rain.  We have also had to cover some of the back dated 

utility bills that were paid by the developer after we resumed using the House in 2009.  However, the 

largest factor in the budget shortfall is a result of offerings that have been lower than expected.  We 

therefore ask that you take some time to think about your givings.  We all feel a little uneasy about the 

issue of discussing money in the Church.  There seem to be two minds when it comes to the subject.  

Some say that we should never talk about money and, with God's help, "things will take care of 

themselves."  Others feel that "we need to be more realistic and let people know what it costs to run 

the place!" 

 

The amount you give is a decision to be made honestly between yourself and God.  There is clearly no 

right answer for everyone but please take a moment to consider your contributions to St. George's, 

both for operating costs via regular offerings, as well as for the Capital Campaign.  Generous giving in 

the past has enabled us to do God‟s work both within the parish and in the wider church.  Financial 

giving is a great indicator of the spiritual health of a church as a whole, and of each person in the church 

individually.  Our redevelopment project has been especially well supported and is a testament to the 

strength and health of our congregation. 

 

Respectfully, Egan Done and Doug Heyes 
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What is ALPHA? 

The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to 

explore the Christian faith.  The course consists of a 
series of talks looking at such topics as, “Who is Jesus?”, 

“Why and how do I pray?” and “How can we have faith?” 

It is supported by all the main Christian denominations. 

 

It‟s relaxed, low key and fun! A place where people can 

come and ask questions. 

 

WHAT IS INVOLVED? 

Each evening begins with a light meal from 7 p.m. This is 

followed by the talk (video), and then a small group 

session, giving an opportunity to ask questions, express 

opinions and to discuss the topic of the evening. 

 

WHO IS ALPHA FOR? 

Alpha is for everyone, especially: 

• Those wanting to investigate Christianity 

• New Christians 

• Newcomers to the Church 

• Those wanting to brush up on the basics 

 

WHAT WILL IT COST? 

There is no charge for the Alpha course, although 

contributions to the meal are always welcome. 

 

WHEN AND WHERE WILL THE COURSE BE 

HELD? 

Wednesday evenings October 6th to December 8th, 

2010 from 7 - 9 pm.   

St. George‟s House, 77 Canterbury Place 

 
For more information or to register please contact       

St. George‟s Anglican Church 416-225-1922 or 

office@stgeorgestoronto.ca. 

 

www.alphacanada.org  

 

The Alpha Committee 
 

Over the summer a committee has been 

meeting to plan for the Alpha Course at St 

George‟s starting in October. 

 

The Alpha Course is a well thought out 

course, developed by an Anglican church in 

London, England. It runs for nine weeks, and 

covers major topics on the Christian faith. It 

has been used by churches in all the main 

denominations and in many countries.  Many 

churches have found that running such a 

course on a regular basis can fulfill several 

functions. It provides a venue for church 

members to engage in thinking and talking 

about their faith, and is also an event to 

which friends, colleagues or newcomers can 

be invited.  

 

Importantly for us, following on from the 

results of the Natural Church Development 

(NCD) survey, it is also a program that the 

church can advertise in the community as a 

place to come and find out about the 

Christian faith in an easy and friendly 

environment.  

 

 Anne Dawson, one of the committee 

members, has done an amazing job in creating 

the promotional material, including the flyer 

posted nearby, as well as other posters and 

flyers for different locations. 

 

You will notice that the course begins each 

evening with a social time around a simple 

meal.  We invite you, if you can, to help us 

with this by volunteering to make a salad or 

some cookies/squares for one of the 

evenings.  Please let one of the committee 

members know if you can. 

 

So join in… come along to the course… tell 

someone about it… make a salad! 

 

Committee Members: 

Margie Lyttle, Stephen Powell, Doug Heyes, 

Rick Ball, Margot Ball, Anne Dawson, Max 

Wynter, Chris Shaw, Steve Shaw 

 

mailto:office@stgeorgestoronto.ca
http://www.alphacanada.org/
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Christmas ad needs young artists 
 

From The Anglican – September 2010.  See The Anglican for the 

full article. 

 

Young Anglicans and Lutherans are invited to create 

something beautiful for Christmas.  Archbishop Colin Johnson, 

Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario, is 

holding an art contest for all Anglicans and Lutherans, ages 

13 to 19, who live in the Province.  The top three entries will 

be published in a full page ad in The Toronto Star on Dec. 22.  

The top 50 entries will be posted online.   

 

The purpose of the ad is to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  

The headline on the ad will be “Joy to the world.” 

 

“Young people in our churches have an amazing amount of 

talent and a deep passion for God,” said Archbishop Johnson.  

“This is a way for them to show their talent and express their 

faith to the whole world.” 

 

What to create: Christmas proclaims the fact that God is 

with us – our Emmanuel.  Show how God has come into your life 

and the lives of your friends. 

 

Type of artwork:  All submissions must be an original piece 

of visual art.  The art-work can be a painting, drawing, sketch, 

photograph, sculpture, mixed media piece, etc.  (Please note 

photographs and digital art must be high-resolution files and at 

least 900 kb in order to reproduce well on newsprint.) 

 

In addition to the ad in The Star and the online gallery, all 

artwork may be exhibited in other venues for up to one year. 

 

How to enter: All artwork must have the artist‟s name, age, 

address, phone number and name of church attached to the 

submission.  The artist‟s name, age and church will be 

published with his or her artwork.  Artwork must be sent to: 

The Archbishop‟s Christmas Ad 

The Anglican Diocese of Toronto 

135 Adelaide St. East  Toronto, ON  M5C 1L8 

 

Digital work and photos can be sent to 

smann@toronto.anglican.ca  

 

One submission per person.  The deadline for submissions is 

noon on November 1, 2010.  

 

For more information, visit 

www.toronto.anglican.ca/christmasad  

 

 

"THE LINK" 
A NEW CONTEMPORARY 

MONTHLY SERVICE 
9:15 A.M. 

Beginning 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17TH 

Everyone welcome! 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Confirmation Class attended a service in 

the spring at St. Paul's Bloor Street called "THE 

Bridge".  This experience was an important 

component to their confirmation preparation 

and they suggested that such a service would 

speak to the needs of our congregation and so 

we began plans for our own version of this style 

of worship. 

 

WHO IS THIS SERVICE FOR? 

This service is designed around the Eucharist, 

using a balance of contemporary and 

traditional components in a relaxed setting. It 

will speak to all age levels with many 

opportunities for participation. 

 

WHERE WILL THIS SERVICE BE HELD? 

We will meet in the parish hall of St. Patrick's 

for our first service.  

 

WHO WILL LEAD THE MUSIC? 

The music for this service will be lead by our 

newly formed music leadership team made up 

of both adults and youth and will start out with 

guitar, flute, violin, piano and voice. 

 

NURSERY will be open for parents who 

need its facilities for feeding, changing 

or other needs. 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL: 

For this Sunday in the month we invite all 

children to be part of this worship time.   

 

For those wishing to attend the 10:30 service 

on that day an open session with a program for 

younger and older children and youth will be 

available.  

 

The Nursery will be staffed for the 10:30 

service.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Page 5  Life at St. George’s 

mailto:smann@toronto.anglican.ca
http://www.toronto.anglican.ca/christmasad


St. George’s Anglican Church               416 225-1922 

  
 

DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDARS: 
 
REGISTRATION SUNDAY  

Sunday, September 12th, 2010 – Welcome back! 

Church School and Youth Registration,  

St. Patrick's Parish Hall 

10:00a.m.-10:30, or following the 10:30 service 

The children join their families for the beginning 

of the service and leave for classes following the 

children's talk. 

Youth will begin their class at 10:30 a.m.   

All children and youth re-join their families for 

communion. 

 

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY: 

Sunday, September 26th, 2010 

Details of this special day for St. George's families 

will be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Families please note that for this event a Nursery 

area will be set up on the upper level of the 

Church House.  This will be available for parents 

to feed, change or take a break from the 

festivities of the day.  Regular church school will 

resume the following Sunday. 
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Church School Notes 
 

As we begin this 2010/2011 season our parish moves into the next 

phase of our transition journey.  As I prepare these notes the new 

church basement level floor has been poured and very soon a much 

more visible part of this building will be seen at Yonge and Churchill.  

These are exciting times in the life our parish. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for each of us to be a part of the future. 

Don't miss out.  Come join us. 
 

STAFF CHANGES:   
Pauline Leong will now head our Nursery Department.  Pauline has 

been team teaching with Stella Clennett our 6/7 year olds and will 

now bring her Early Childhood teaching expertise to our infants and 

toddlers.  Assisting her will be Victoria Clennett.  Victoria will split 

her time assisting in the Nursery and joining our Youth Class. 

 

We welcome Cheryl Dawkins as a supply teacher.  Cheryl supplied 

many times for us last year in our Nursery and Janet and the church 

school teachers are most grateful. Cheryl's son Matthew attends our 

church school. 

 

Lee Ann Carver worked with our Youth Program for the last few 

years and Lee Ann and Ken and their children Rod and Joseph have 

moved further away from the parish.  The church school teacher's 

honoured Lee Ann at our late August meeting; we will miss Lee Ann 

and her wonderful ministry with our Youth and wish their entire 

family all the best in their new surroundings. 

We look forward to welcoming this family back whenever it is 

possible. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW CURRICULUM: 
The teacher's are very excited to introduce our new curriculum for 

the toddler, children and youth this fall.   

 

An Information and display describing these materials will be held 

following the 10:30 a. m. service on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH. 

Material will also be visible at our Registration Table on September 

12th. 

  

Plans for the children's special events will be announced shortly. 

 

YOUTH NEWS: 
Several of our Youth met at the Church House 

on Thursday, August 26th, for food, summer 

rewind, games and much laughter. They also 

found time to plan their social events for the 

coming year with Jennifer Ferdinands.  Jennifer 

has volunteered to co-ordinate these events for 

the Youth. Thanks Jennifer! 

The first event will be held in October.  Please 

watch for details and exact date in our parish 

calendar.  All youth will be notified well in 

advance. 

 

THANK YOU to all our teachers as they 

prepare for this coming fall season.  Our 

transition journey continues and we thank St. 

Patrick's for providing space and ongoing 

support during this time. Any from St. Patrick's 

wishing to be part of our program are always 

welcome. 
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This committee began meeting over the summer.  

Its mandate is on behalf of the parish to coordinate 

and organize all aspects of regular worship in our 

new church and to establish procedures for all 

activities relating to the routine for regular services. 

 

We are now at the stage of having to refamiliarize 

ourselves with the plans for the sanctuary and focus 

on a range of details that need to be finalized and 

decided. It is our hope to have all the many roles 

and formalities for our services in place when we 

enter our church. 

 

Our discussions are covering: 

 how we arrange the chairs and furniture in 

the sanctuary; 

 how we will conduct our worship 

 the Altar Guild requirements 

 the roles and duties of servers, sidespeople 

and greeters. 

 

There are the matters of flower arrangements, 

sanctuary furniture (credence table, ambry, etc) 

organ/choir locations. We need to understand how 

to handle coffee hour, how to collect the offertory, 

where to have greeters. Another aspect is the 

redesign of our service bulletins and the use of 

modern technology.    

 

While it may seem a lot of details, it is a very 

exciting time for us because we have the 

opportunity to incorporate all the very best 

practices and arrangements to make our worship 

the most uplifting and enriching we can. 

 

In all this we recognise that our new church has 

been designed for maximum flexibility and we 

expect to see changes and modifications to what we 

presently decide as we begin to worship and 

experience the new space. 

 

Any comments or suggestions will be welcomed by 

the committee. 

 

Worship Committee members:  the Rev‟d Steve 

Shaw, Janet Kirk, Kathy Lindsey, William Clennett, 

Ward Lindsey, Ann-Marie Waith-Powell, Eileen 

Turner, Angela Goodwill, Max Wynter, Michael 

Leach 
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Worship Committee 
 

 

 

St. George’s Library Cart News: 
 
 

We have an author in our midst at St George's. 

  

Max Wynter has written a novel titled "The Secret 

of God, the Universe, and Life." (A Journey, A 

Dialogue, A Revelation.)  Please see Max for copies 

of this book and worthwhile read.  A copy of this 

book will soon be available for loan from the 

Library Cart. 

  

There are still St. George's cookbooks available for 

sale for $10.00.  There are cookbooks at             

St. George's House.  Please see Lori Grauds for 

cookbooks also. 

  

************************************************** 

  

Sites Worth Seeing: 

  

Have you heard of CAROA?  www.caroa.net  

  

Conference of Anglican Religious Orders in the 

Americas includes 23 Religious Communities in the 

Americas that are part of the Worldwide Anglican 

(Episcopal) Communion.  The Sisterhood of St. 

John the Divine is a member of CAROA.  

The CAROA Conference for this year was held at 

St. John's Convent. For further information and 

highlights you can visit www.ssjd.ca.  These two 

websites feature a vast amount of information 

about Prayer and many links about Christianity. 

  

Are you an art buff?  Have you ever been or ever 

wanted to visit worldwide art museums and art 

galleries from the comfort of your chair?  This adds 

whole new meaning to becoming an art/arm chair 

critic. You can see the masterpieces and get the 

story and history behind and beyond the art.  You 

can spend time with Michelangelo and visit the 

Sistine Chapel or whatever your heart desires.  

www.artcyclopedia.com  

  

  

Happy reading and site seeing. 

  

Lori Grauds & Lucy Browning 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.caroa.net/
http://www.ssjd.ca/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
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Important Dates 
 

AVAILABLE AT ST. GEORGE HOUSE:  

The Canadian Church Calendar 2011:  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place”.  Beautiful photos of churches from across 

Canada.  This is a beautiful calendar.  Cost:  $5.00.  If you would like one speak to either Janet Kirk or Kathy 

Lindsey.   Phone St. George House, 416 225-1922. 

 

Ongoing:  

First Tuesday of the month:  Rector and Wardens Meet - 7:00 pm at St. George House 

 

Third Tuesday of the month:  Parish Council Meet, 7:00 pm - At St. George House 

 

On the First Tuesday and Thursday morning of the month the Rev‟d Steve Shaw and Janet Kirk take 

a Holy Eucharist service at Del Manor and Lansing Residence respectively. 

 

Starting on Wednesday September 22nd from 6:00 to 8:00 pm we plan to meet monthly at Ferg‟s Bar & 

Grill (corner of Ellerslie and Yonge).  Come for a friendly, open, and frank discussion regarding God, spirituality, 

the world around us and our place in it as Christians.   (note: day of the week may vary from month to month) 

 

The Prayer Group meets at St. George House on the Second and Fourth Saturday of the 

month at 10:00 am.   For more information call Janet Kirk at St. George House Tuesday to Friday or Margie 

Lyttle. 

 

Starting Wednesday September 15th the Wednesday Morning Group starts back for a morning of 

Discussion, Coffee and goodies.  All are welcome. Come to St. George House at about 10:45 am.   On 

September 22nd, this group‟s special guest will be Geraldine Sperling.  She will update the group on details 

about our new church, the groups meeting location when we are in the new building and answer questions you 

may have. 

 

Thursdays starting September 16th, the Men meet for coffee at 9:30 am at St. George House.   

 

Sunday September 26th, BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY   
10:00 am to 12:00 Noon.  “Half Time at St. George‟s”.  Open house at our New building site.   

Join us at St. George House for a Short service at 11:00 am from the Porch.  Look at Architectural drawings 

and a tour of the progress of our new space.   

Nursery area available for parents to feed and change children. 

 

Saturday October 2nd, Come for a Half Day of Prayer at St. Patrick‟s.  9:00 am – 12:00 noon in the Main 

Church.  For more information speak to Margie Lyttle or Steve Shaw. 

 

Wednesday October 6th – to December 8th.  THE ALPHA COURSE 
7:00 to 9:00 pm.  “The Meaning of Life is ________,” Every Wednesday, Held at St. George House,  

77 Canterbury Place.  Call St. George House for more information, 416 225 1922. 

 

Sunday October 17th 9:15 am The “LINK” Service.  Contemporary Worship Service in the Parish Hall 

at the church of St. Patrick.   Music will be provided under the leadership of Michael Leach, Sherwin & Jennifer 

Ferdinands.  Join us for this casual worship service.  For more information please speak to Janet Kirk.  Other 

service dates are November 21st and December 12th.   
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At the fish pond                                 Playing some of the games                    Let‟s Eat! 

A fun time was had by all.  Thanks to all the helpers. 
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Church Picnic 
 

Confirmation 
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Prayer Chain 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 1 Thess. 5:17 

 

Prayer should be central in every Christian‟s life. It 

should be so central that it could be called a way of life. 

Many times we face situations that make it difficult for 

us to pray. That is when others can intercede for us; 

stand in the gap on behalf of the hurting. The key to 

our prayers is expectancy. When we pray or when we 

ask others to pray for us, we must all expect to get 

answers to these prayers.   

“Trust in the Lord at all times, O people;  

pour out your heart before Him 

 God is a refuge for us.” Psalm 62:8 

 

It is possible to miss God‟s answers to our prayers. 

We talk about the “yes, no, not yet” ways in which 

God answers our prayers. But sometimes God gives us 

our answers in increments, not completely all at once. 

It does not mean that God cannot do it all at once. We 

know He can, but we have to trust His wisdom and 

accept His will for us. We need to recognize these 

partial answers, give God thanks and continue to pray. 

The healing of the blind man in Mark 8:22b-25 is an 

example of incremental healing: 

“Some people brought a blind man to Him and begged 

Him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand 

and led him out of the village; and when He had put 

saliva on his eyes and laid His hands on him, He asked 

him, “Can you see anything?” And the man looked up 

and said, “I can see people, but they are like trees, 

walking.” Then Jesus laid His hands on his eyes again; 

and he looked intently and his sight was restored and 

he saw everything clearly.” 

 

Are we waiting on God for answers to our prayers?  

We need to be patient; be faithful; be true. Our 

attitude should be: “My soul, wait silently for God 

alone, for my expectation is from Him.” Psalm 62:5. 

 

There will be an opportunity for our congregation to 

spend time in prayer on October 2, 2010. A morning 

of prayer will be held at St. Patrick‟s from 9 am until 

noon (with breakfast at 8:30 a.m.). There will be 

opportunities for attendees to pray and be prayed for, 

a celebration of the Holy Eucharist and Anointing. 

Everyone is invited to attend. More information will be 

available soon. 

 

Submitted by Margie Lyttle, Prayer Chain. 

 

Back to Church Sunday… or 
Half time at St. George’s 
 

In order to make the concept of „back to church 

Sunday‟ relevant in our particular context, we have 

planned an Open House Event at St. George‟s House.  

Here‟s what we are planning: 
 

- 8.00 am  Worship at St. Patricks 

- 10:00 am- 12 pm  Open House at St. George‟s  

 Coffee and refreshments 

 

An Opportunity to: 

 View the progress on the new building 

 View the plans 

 View a presentation of the interior of the 

new church 
 

- 11:00 am    A Shortened service of Worship led 

from the porch  
 

We hope this will also be an opportunity for us to 

engage with our neighbours, and explain something of 

our vision of the new church building, and the role that 

St. George‟s will continue to play in the community. 

 

Looking for New Voices 

 
The St. George's Choir is looking for new voices. 
  

Are you a Shower Soloist?  
 

A Whiskey Tenor? 
 

Have people told you that you should really sing in a 

choir? 
 

Then consider lending us your voice. We currently 

rehearse for about 45 minutes before the 10:30 

service, at 9:45, and then sing for the main Sunday 

Eucharist. 

 

Although some basic knowledge of music reading is 

always helpful, it is not absolutely necessary. If you feel 

that you might be called to this important ministry, 

even on an occasional basis, please feel free to speak 

with Michael Leach after a service on Sunday. 
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It's really happening!  The new St. George's is well on its way.  

Since demolition started on March 1, our builder, Buttcon Ltd., 

and its sub-contractors demolished both the Claude Secrett 

wing on St. George's property and the sanctuary wing on the 

property sold to the developer, did huge amounts of 

preparatory work, and then the concrete trucks moved in!  At 

time of writing, the underground parking floor has been poured, 

as well as half of the floor for the lower level (parish hall).  Egan 

Done's excellent blog carefully documents all this with pictures 

and text.  Be sure to check the blog site regularly at 

http://www.stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com.  You may also want 

to check out the photos of the construction site being taken 

every hour by a webcam mounted on St. George's House; the 

site address is http://www.stgeorgestoronto.ca/camera. 

 

Site meetings are held every two weeks with representatives 

from St. George's, Davidson Langley Incorporated Architects, 

and Buttcon Ltd., plus various sub-contractors, consultants and 

engineers as needed, to review progress and deal with issues as 

they arise.  The project is on schedule for completion by March 

31, 2011.   

 

Some of the current matters include:  

 The organ builder is moving ahead with a new instrument 

for the sanctuary (by the way, the old organ was donated to 

York University for organ student practice) 

 Two separate sound systems are being designed, one for 

the organ and another for spoken word and singing 

 Designs are being developed for a new altar, font and 

reading desk, created from the ash tree harvested from the 

front lawn 

 A sample pew chair will be available in about a month for 

parishioners to view 

 The child care centre has put up advertising and the waiting 

list for places is growing 

 Planning is underway for security and entry systems 

 The stained glass windows are being repaired and double 

glazed 

To learn more about the layout of the new building, and details 

of its facilities please contact Rev'd Steve Shaw or myself. 

 

Geraldine Sperling, Redevelopment Coordinator 

 

Update of St. Georges’  
Redevelopment Project 
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Why Are We Talking  
About God in a Bar? 
 

St. George‟s has recently started to get together 

on the fourth Wednesday of each month to get to 
know each other, as well as to discover what the 

Holy Spirit is saying to each of us. Our discussion 
is lively, open, and honest. We have had two 

sessions so far and plan to continue meeting every 
month in Ferg‟s Bar & Grill so long as it remains 

open. When that facility, which is also slated for 
re-development, is not available we will move to 
another location.  

 
The meeting takes place from 6 p.m. to about 8 

p.m. each time, with discussion occurring about 
various topics and issues of interest over a cold 

beer and light meal. It gives everyone a chance to 
both ask questions that concern them as well as 

offer suggestions and support to each other, in a 
way that is difficult in a structured location such 

as a church hall or St. George‟s House. 
 

The goal is to have this time to be an opportunity 
for anyone struggling with faith questions or to 

members of the community who are not inclined, 
for various reasons, to approach a church building 

itself, to learn about God and his message. In 
recent studies done in England by a group Known 
as Fresh Expressions, it has been proven that 

while the majority of people in society are no 
longer connected to a mainstream religious 

organization, many of these people have been able 
to discover the love that God has for them 

through activities and meetings such as this. 
Hopefully our small group of members can 

eventually be joined by some of these people as 
well, allowing the message that we are able to 

hear each week in Church to be made available to 
a larger, and wider, audience. 

 
Please remember that Jesus himself often met in 

places, and with people, that were not considered 
appropriate at the time. By meeting in the bar, 

allowing others to hear what is said during our 
meeting, we are opening up our faith to others, 
just as Jesus did. If you would like to join us, or 

know of anyone who might benefit from joining 
our discussion, please speak to Steve or myself, 

and we will be happy to supply more information. 
 

Doug Heyes 

 

 

http://www.stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com/
http://www.stgeorgestoronto.ca/camera
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Check out pictures of the construction of the new building at http://stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com   

 

From St. Patrick’s 
Important dates and events planned by St. Patrick‟s Special Events Committee for the enjoyment and fellowship 
of the whole congregation.  Any profit from these events will be given to St. Patrick‟s Capital Expenditure Fund. 

 

 

The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out December 5th. 

Deadline is November 25th, 2010. 

Email articles to the editor: Kathy Baillie at family.baillie@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

Saturday, Sept. 25th Autumn Leaves Dinner – Our annual Parish Thanksgiving Dinner with all the 
trimmings!  Tickets $30.00 – Sign up sheet available. 
 

Sunday, Sept. 26th ACW Appreciation Sunday. 

REMEMBER, EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
AT ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH 

 
Sunday Services at: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Monthly at 9:15 am (starting October 17th) 
“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,  

with one another, and with our community.” 
 

Currently located at St. Patrick’s Anglican Church 
1087 Lillian Street, North York 

  

  

  

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca 
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We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca 

The Church in progress 
 

http://stgeorgestoronto.blogspot.com/
mailto:family.baillie@sympatico.ca
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