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The season of Lent is a time of preparation as 
we approach the passion of our Lord and the 
celebration of his glorious resurrection at 
Easter. It is a time for reflection and for a spirit 
of repentance both as individuals and as a 
church. As the liturgy for Ash Wednesday so 
beautifully puts it – 
 
―Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration 
and to renew our life in the paschal mystery. 
We begin this holy season by remembering our 
need for repentance, and for the mercy and 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
And in the service we use the sign of ashes, 
placed on our forehead with the sign of the 
cross, to mark the penitence of the community 
as a whole. 
 
There are many ways in which people mark this 
period. Some choose to ‗give up something‘, to 
deny themselves in some way, which among 
other things serves as a reminder in the 
busyness of our daily lives. Some people add 
something that will enrich their spiritual life – 
increasing opportunities for worship, attending 
a Lenten course, adding a time of fasting to 
their prayer life, taking more time to read 
scripture, or prepared meditations, or reading a 
book that will challenge and renew their faith. I 
encourage you to consider how you can use 
this time to bring a new dimension to your 
spiritual journey. 
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I also encourage you to consider attending the 
course we are running during Lent, entitled 
‗Mission Possible‖. Although not strictly a 
Lenten course, it has been prepared under the 
auspices of the Diocese and offered to 
parishes to use during Lent. The course arises 
out of the challenges presented in the report 
of the Church of England entitled ―Mission 
Shaped Church‖. To help give a context, Chris 
has put together some background in her 
following article. 
 
 The course is intended to get us thinking in 
perhaps new ways, and invites us to join the 
conversation about the future shape of the 
church, and particularly of our church.  
 
Rev Steve Shaw 

  

―Our mission is to nurture our relationships with God in 
Christ, with one another, and with our community.‖ 



St. George‘s Anglican Church               416 225-1922 

  
 

 
 

   
 Walking from the Rectory to the front of the church.               The crowd in -13 degree weather                            Bishop Yu, Geraldine Sperling and Rev‘d Shaw 
            

      
             Bishop Patrick Yu                  Councillor John Fillion,        The first turning of the ground                                    
              Elizabeth Davidson, Muriel Thompson 
 

 
     

     
        Councillor John Filion, Bishop Patrick Yu                Elizabeth Davidson, Egan Done                  Doug Heyes, Eileen Turner, Elizabeth Davidson, Egan Done, 
              and the Rev'd Steve Shaw         Geraldine Sperling, Bishop Yu and the Rev‘d Steve Shaw 
 

        
       It was over, but…―Wait!‖ said Doug Heyes!   ―I promised Geraldine she could take the first strike at the building.‖      Wow, what a swing! 
 

(Editors note: not all pictuers shown are realistic interpretations of what happened)

Ground Breaking Ceremony 
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Mission Possible 
From Chris Shaw 

 
In the fall Doug Heyes, Stephen Powell, Janet Kirk 
and I attended a course at Wycliffe College co-led 
by Rev. Jenny Andison and John Bowen, a 
lecturer at Wycliffe. The course was aimed at  
introducing the concept of ―Mission-Shaped 
Church― –  giving the background and context for 
the current thinking, and looking at how this is 
playing out in movements for ‗fresh expressions‘ 
of church  and church planting. 
 
Background:  
 In 1994 the Church of England published a study 
―Breaking New Ground: church planting in the 
Church of England‖. For the first time the church 
looked at church planting as a missionary 
strategy. In 2002 the Board of Missions set up a 
new working group to review the original report, to 
assess progress and to consider new 
developments. It was recognized that new forms 
in mission were emerging within the Church of 
England. The working group was to review these 
‗fresh expressions‘ of church. They produced a 
comprehensive report, “Mission-Shaped Church”. 
 
Although the statistics and observations on which 
this report was based were obviously those that 
related particularly to the Church of England, the 
comments and principles which emerged were 
also applicable to the Anglican Church, and the 
Diocese of Toronto has been promoting them over 
the last two years.  The Chair of the working group 
Bishop Graham Cray has visited Toronto, and 
clergy who are leaders in the movement in 
England have been the speakers at two 
conferences in Toronto sponsored by the Diocese, 
and also at the 2009 Diocesan Synod. 
 
The following are brief highlights from the report. 
 
Changing Contexts: 
The Report looked at the changes in the cultural, 
social and spiritual environment in which the 
Church now ministers. Recognizing that Western 
society has undergone a massive transition in 
recent decades, and that it is important to see 
what our culture now looks like, so that we can 
see the possible shape, or shapes, of church.  It 
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considered social trends in the last 30 yrs - the 
impact of changes in employment, including the 
increase of women‘s employment, mobility, 
changes in family life, free time and television, 
which have resulted in a more fragmented society. 
One area where this has particularly impacted the 
church is the use of Sunday. It is no longer seen 
as ‗special‘ or as ‗church time‖.  
 
One major change identified is the ‗power of 
networks‘.   

“The Western world, at the start of the third 
millennium, is best described as a „network 
society‟....In a network society the importance 
of place is secondary to the importance of 
„flows‟. It is the flows of information, images 
and capital that increasingly shape 
society.....The communities of the global age 
generally have no local centre. People living in 
the same street will have fleeting relationships 
with each other, having widely differing 
lifestyles and household arrangements.” (pg 5) 
 
“Networks have not replaced neighbourhoods, 
but they change them. Community and a 
sense of community are often disconnected 
from locality and geography.” (pg5) 
 
“There are two distinct social processes at 
work. Community is increasingly being re-
formed around networks, and people are less 
inclined to make lasting commitments. While 
the two are not unrelated, the first is a change 
in the structure of community, with which the 
church must engage. The second is a 
corrosive force which the church must resist, 
because it undermines all forms of community. 
Contemporary initiatives to plant the church, or 
to express it appropriately within Western 
culture, will need to establish social capital: 
ties of loyalty and faithfulness through Christ. 
Both the establishing of bonds within networks 
and the bridging between networks will be 
crucial.” (pg 7) 

 
Another major change is the impact of a consumer 
culture. Western culture is not only a network 
society, but it is also a consumer culture.  

  

Continues on page 4 
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“The core value of society has moved from 
„progress‟ to „choice‟ – the absolute right of 
freedom to choose. Choice lies at the centre of 
consumerism - its core value.”- “Everything 
becomes a consumer choice.” – “The sweeping 
changes in society mean that we are more 
mobile, more urban, more individualistic and 
more critical than previous generations. So 
religion is less likely to be a matter of culture and 
more one of choice.” – “Consumerism will also 
affect the ways people evaluate truth claims – 
people „buy into‟ a belief, or claim they „cannot 
buy „ this or that viewpoint. (pg9,10) 

 
The report also points out that the emergence of a 
network and consumer society coincides with the 
demise of Christendom. 

“The reality is that mainstream culture no longer 
brings people to the church door. We can no 
longer assume that we can automatically 
reproduce ourselves, because the pool of people 
who regard church as relevant or important is 
decreasing with every generation.” 
 
“Our multicultural and multifaith society 
reinforces a consumerist view that faiths and 
their differences are simply issues of personal 
choice, to be decided on the basis of what 
„works‟ for you or makes you happy.” 
 
“The Church has to realize its missionary 
responsibilities. We live in a society, whether that 
be urban or rural, which is now basically second 
or even third generation non “Christian” once 
again; and we cannot  simply work on the 
premise that all we have to do to bring people to 
Christ is ask them to remember their long–held 
but dormant faith. Very many people have no 
residue of Christian faith at all; it‟s not just 
dormant, it‟s non-existent; in so many instances 
we have to go back to basics; we are in a critical 
missionary situation.”(pg 11) 
 
“This report believes that the beginnings, in the 
last 20 years, of church plants and fresh 
expressions of church represent the emergence 
of a diametrically different approach that is both 
theologically appropriate and strategically 
significant. Instead of „come to us‟, this new 
approach is to „go to them‟. We need to find 
expressions of church that communicate with 
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post-Christian people, and which enable them to 
become committed communities of followers of 
Jesus Christ. They in turn can continue to 
engage in mission with and beyond their own 
culture.”(pg 12) 

 
Fresh expressions of church: 
The report looked at a number of ‗fresh expressions 
of church‘ that have emerged, and identified some of 
the common features – 
- The importance of small groups for discipleship 

and relational mission 

- These churches do not meet on Sunday morning. 

- These churches relate to a particular network of 

people e.g. a workplace church 

- These churches are post-denominational. People 

may have a slender denominational identity. 

The following provide examples of the diversity of 
fresh expressions of church. 
 
Alternative worship communities –seeking to be 
different from existing church, to be responsive to a 
post-modern culture, using a multi-media approach, 
to be less didactic and more open ended in style 
 
Cell church –meeting in small groups where the four 
church functions are still present, worship, word, 
community and mission, with larger gatherings for 
celebration.  A model that is helpful for non-churched 
people to explore faith.  
 
Multiple and midweek congregations –offering 
different liturgical and communal styles so that 
different groups are nourished within the same 
building. 
 
Churches connecting with specific networks –where 
the gathering is focused not on where people live but 
with some other networked group e.g. workplace, 
groups formed around a ―particular interest 
 
Seeker church –creating an experience of worship 
and teaching in which ‗seekers‘ will feel comfortable; 
scrutinizing the services so they are accessible and 
meaningful to people with little background in 
Christian worship; preaching that explores everyday 
issues of life, and the use of drama, music, creative 
arts and contemporary media. 
 
 

Continued from page 3 – 
Mission Possible 
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Traditional forms of church inspiring new 
interest – increased attendance at Cathedrals 
and other churches offering traditional forms 
of worship; shows the importance of offering a 
wide range of ways through which people can 
experience Christian community church and 
worship. 

“People now as always are looking for 
mystery, beauty, stability and a sense of 
God‟s presence. For some this will be most 
easily found in contemporary styles and 
approaches. For others this will be 
discovered in forms and styles that reflect 
more strongly the Church‟s heritage in 
liturgy and spirituality, and a sense of sacred 
stability in a fast-changing world.” (pg74) 

 
Theology for a Missionary Church: 
“Any theology of the church must ultimately be 
rooted in the being and acts of God: the 
church is first and foremost the people of God, 
brought into being by God, bound to God, for 
the glory of God.” 
 
“The church is both the fruit of God‟s mission- 
those whom he has redeemed, and the agent 
of his mission – the community through whom 
he acts for the world‟s redemption. The 
mission of the church is the gift of participating 
through the Holy Spirit in the Son‟s mission 
from the Father to the world” 
 
“It is therefore of the essence of the church to 
be a missionary community. There is church 
because there is mission, not vice versa. 
Apart from worship, everything else is 
secondary to this. This sets the standard by 
which the church tests all its activity.” 
“It is not the Church of God that has a 
mission in the world, but the God of 
mission who has a Church in the world.”  
(pg 85) 
 
The Marks of the Church 
Although the various new expressions of 
church are diverse in form and approach as 
they seek to connect with groups in society 
there are doctrinal parameters which identify 
them as church. 
 
“The four classic marks of the church, 
enshrined in the Nicene Creed as „one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic‟, remind the Church of its 
true nature and calling.” (pg96)  
 
Both.....And! 
These new forms expression of church are of 
course not intended to replace our traditional forms 
of Anglican worship. In emphasizing this, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has coined the phrase 
‗mixed economy‘ of church to indicate that we 
should embrace both traditional, what he has called 
‗heritage‘ church, and ‗fresh expressions‘ of church. 
 
The Report ―Mission-Shaped Church‖ is available 

from the Anglican Book Centre. 

 
 

 

Lenten Study – St. Patrick’s & St. George’s 
Schedule 
Starting Wednesday, February 24, 2010 
Ending Wednesday, March 24, 2010 
Afternoon Course – 1:30 p.m. 
Evening Course – 7:30 p.m. 
 
                      MISSION POSSIBLE 
The ―Mission Possible‖ program was developed by  
The Rev. Jenny Andison and The Rev. Stephen 
Drakeford.  It‘s being provided as a resource to 
Parishes in the Diocese to help us begin to think 
about who God is, what is the mission of God and 
how does the Church need to be shaped to 
respond to that call.  Archbishop Colin Johnson is 
hoping that this Course will begin a fruitful and 
lasting conversation on what it means to be 
missional in your own context…and so do we! 
We encourage everyone to take part. 
 
The course includes Bible study and discussion 
around the following topics: 
 
Week One:  Introduction to the Mission of God,         

the missio Dei 
 
Week Two:  The missio Dei and the work of Jesus 
 
Week Three: Sightedness 
 
Week Four:   God at work in the World 
 
Week Five:   God‘s Mission awaits if we choose to 
                      Accept 

 
Mark your calendars! 
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CHURCH SCHOOL FAMILIES PLEASE MARK 
YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING 
DATES: 
 
PARTS FOR OUR GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY 
SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE THIS SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 28TH. PLEASE SEE JANET. 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 20TH, a rehearsal for the 
Good Friday Family Service will take place from 
10:00am and will end by 12 noon.  Snack will be 
provided. 
 
CONFIRMATION: 
SUNDAY, MARCH 21st, 9:00 a.m. marks the 
beginning of St. George‘s Confirmation classes.  We 
now have 8 Youth and One Adult registered. 
Anyone wishing to take part in these classes please 
speak to Janet or Fr. Steve. A detailed outline of the 
classes will go out to participants shortly. 
Confirmation takes place on Sunday, May 16th 

10:30am with Bishop Patrick Yu presiding. 
 
 FRIDAY, APRIL 2nd, GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY 
SERVICE.  The service begins at 9:00am.  Those 
participating please arrive at 8:30am. 

fun with a delightful evening creating amazing pizzas and playing master mind, card monopoly and a laughter 
filled version of BALDERDASH!! 
Last weekend the teens joined the children and brave adults (whose muscles are recovering) at 
Newtonbrook Bowl for our annual bowling party. I believe there are some pictures of significant scores out 
there.  Thank you to all who joined in these two relaxing events.  If you missed either, just mark your 
calendars for the next time. 
It seems like we were just talking about Jesus‘ birth and now the Disciples have joined him, the Pancake 
Supper has been enjoyed, Ash Wednesday has arrived and our congregations are about to embark on our 
Lenten Journey. 
The church school gathered this past Sunday at St. George‘s House to mark the first day of our journey.  
Through music, prayer, creative activities and a closing Eucharist our Lenten Journey began. 
Each child and youth brought home tools to guide them on this journey. The church school staff encourages 
all families to use them together. 

Notes from the Church School & Youth 
 

I begin our contribution to this edition of our parish newsletter by 
saying thank you to all of our children, youth, teachers, organist,      
Fr. Steve and guests who participated in our Christmas Eve Service. 
We also thank St. Patrick‘s for a beautiful candlelit space to share the 
message of God‘s special gift to the world with our two congregations 
and visitors. 
Once exams were over for our teens, our youth took time to just have 
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Gregory preparing to roll                  Great form, Nicole         Owen waiting for the pins to fall down            Talking strategy 
 

    
Clapping for others              What a pro Nick!       Vrosh waiting for results      Michael on a roll 
 

     
What terrific scores.          Oops how did that finger get there? 

 

    
Nicole going for the head pin,    Stephen hoping for a strike – maybe next time! 
 

A fun time was had by all.
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St. George’s Library Cart 
News: 
 

Come to St. George‘s house and check out the 
library cart.  Here are two books that are 
available.  
 
For children: 
God‟s Dream 
By Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 & Douglas Carlton Abrams.   

 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu  
has a vision of God's dream,  
which he shares here with the  
youngest of listeners. It involves people who 
reach out and hold each other's hands, but 
sometimes get angry and hurt each other — and 
say they're sorry and forgive. It's a wish that 
everyone will see they are brothers and sisters, 
no matter their way of speaking to God, no matter 
the size of their nose or the shade of their skin. 
Aided by vibrant artwork evoking such images as 
a rainbow and a sharing circle, Tutu offers the 
essence of his ubuntu philosophy, a wisdom so 
clear and crystalline that even the smallest child 
can understand. 
Write up From Amazon.com website 

 
Brand New: Prayers for Healing 
 from the Anglican tradition 
Compiled by  
Rev‘d Daniel F. Graves 
 
A collection of prayers for mind,  
Body and spirit. 
 
 
Still available: 
2010 Church calendars for $5.00. 
The Church cookbooks for $10.00.   
These are available at St. George‘s House. 

 
 

 

Important Dates 
Starting Wed., Feb. 24, to March 24, 2010 
Mission Possible (See page 5 for details) 
 

Sunday, March 7th – 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Victorian Evening with High Tea. 
To be held at St. George‘s House, with appropriate 
Musical singing and Victorian Music and Hymns in 
the grand style.  Join us for some great fun and 
fellowship.  
 

Sunday, March 21st.  9:00 a.m. Confirmation 
Classes: (see page 6 for details) 

March 28     

Sunday, March 28th, Passion/ Palm Sunday  
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Blessing of Palms 
10:30 a.m. Palm Procession and Choral Eucharist 
As we begin Holy Week, come and participate in the 
great drama of Jesus‘ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and then experience the Passion of Christ in the 
words of the Gospel of Luke. 
 

Tuesday, March 30th – 7:30 p.m. Tenebrae 
A service of darkness and shadow reflecting the 
somber mood of the journey to the cross 
 

Thursday, April 1st –7:30 p.m.  Maundy 
Thursday 
Eucharist with foot washing 
 

Friday, April 2nd.  

9:00 a.m. - Good Friday Family Service. 
11:00 a.m. – Service of readings and meditation at 
the Cross 
 

Saturday, April 3rd - 7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil 
Blessing of the New Fire, Renewal of Baptismal 
Vows, & Holy Eucharist.  An ancient liturgy where we 
remember God‘s work of Salvation throughout faith 
history.  A Resurrection Party will follow the service 
as we come together in Word, Sacrament, and 
fellowship.  
 

Sunday, April 4th- 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Eucharist.  A joyous celebration of the Resurrection 
 

Sunday, May 16th. 10:30 a.m. 
Confirmation.  Bishop Patrick Yu presiding. 
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At the vestry meeting on February 14th, 2010 two time capsules were open.   
The first from 1949 and the other from 1956.  There was not one in the 1930 corner stone. 
 

    
       The time capsules – perfectly sealed                 Taking a peak            Finding out what treasures are inside 

    
Everything was in terrific shape – newspapers, bulletins, the first edition of the St. George‘s newsletter, coins, envelopes 

 

    
Everyone watching with great interest 
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The headlines from many years ago                                         a picture of the first church                                         . 

 

   
The building of the new Church – article in the Telegraph 

 

  
                     How the new Church was going to look once the construction was done 
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                      Lights are out              Stain glass windows removed for storage to put into new Church 
 

     
                      Signs off the walls                                Ceiling removed from Chapel       Ceiling and floor removed 
 

          
 Machines of mass destruction ready to go                                            Removing 1930 corner stone 

   
The last of the trees came down.  Some for firewood, one to make new furniture for the new Church 

The Church in progress 
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                                                                                        All fenced in and ready to come down  
 

From St. Patrick’s 
Important dates and events planned by St. Patrick’s Special Events Committee for the enjoyment and fellowship 

of the whole congregation.  Any profit from these events will be given to St. Patrick’s Capital Expenditure Fund. 

 

 
 

Saturday, March 13 Irish Night to celebrate our patron saint, St Patrick 
6:00 p.m. Dinner and music; Cash Bar 

Sunday, March 28 Palm Sunday Bake Sale 

Thursday, April 1st 
Maundy Thursday  

 

6:00 p.m.  Potluck Supper 
7:30 p.m.  Institution of the Eucharist and Stripping of the altar.  We enjoy a 
fellowship meal together and then leave the church in the Darkness of 
Gethsemane.                                                          

Saturday, May 8 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Card Party: Luncheon, Bridge or Euchre, Prizes, 
Raffle 

Thursday, May 13th  
Ascension Day 

6:00 p.m. Potluck Supper 
7:00 p.m. Informal Eucharist to mark Jesus‘ ascension to the Father. 

Sunday, May 23rd  The 
Day of Pentecost  The 
Birthday of the Church 

8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. Intergenerational Service 
 

REMEMBER, EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
AT ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH 

 
Sunday Services at: 8:00am & 10:30 am 

“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,  
with one another, and with our community.” 

 
Currently located at St. Patrick’s Anglican Church 

1087 Lillian Street, North York 

  

  

  

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca 
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We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca 
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