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St. George’s Anglican Church: 5350 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario 

November 24, 2013 

Life at St. George’s 

“Mark’s Musings”  
 

 

Scripture is full of stories of people who were on the move 
and in various stages of transition and change. The people of 
Israel are a classic example. So too were the disciples after 
the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. Faith and 
faithfulness are integral elements of the spiritual 
dimensions of transition and change in our lives. 
 

The psalmists writes, “The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and 
my deliverer,    my God, my rock in whom I take refuge, my 
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold” (Ps 
18:2); and again “[God] alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall not be shaken” (Ps 62: 6). James writes, 
“every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1: 
17). Paul writes to the Philippians, “Do not worry about 

Greetings! 
 

As I write this we have just moved as a family from one house to another. It is a daunting and exhausting job with 
many emotional moments too. The house where we were living is where we raised our children; our new home will 
also have many memories that are yet to be experienced. This has made me keenly aware of transition and how we 
face and deal with the changes we experience in our lives. 
 

At the parish symposium and forum in late October, it was clear that as a parish we are still very much in a state of 
transition. This would be expected under “normal” circumstances when one incumbent leaves and another arrives. 
However, for St. George on Yonge, these changes and transitions have been going on for some time. As a result, the 
emotional turmoil is exacerbated.  
 

How many years has it been since the decision was made to sell the land the church was on and build a new church 
right at the corner? It seems like it was ages ago. Yet, that decision still has an impact on how we feel at this moment 
on our journey and our ability to move forward to what the future holds. You said goodbye to your incumbent John 
Wilton who meant so much to you; you welcomed a priest in charge who would work through the development 
process with you; the land was eventually sold; you moved out of the church building which was an important part of 
your history; the old church was torn down; you worshipped in other people’s space; you’ve moved into a new 
facility; you’ve said goodbye to your priest in charge and curate; and you’ve welcomed me into your midst as your 
new incumbent. Any one of those transitions is overwhelming; combined the stress is even more of a weight. As 
such, even as we peel the layers back facing the realities of any one of these changes, there’s another layer from yet 
another change that remains to be dealt with in the process of moving forward.  
 

To add to the complexity, each person who is part of our parish experiences those emotions differently. For some it’s 
“let’s move on” and for other’s it’s “let’s take it slowly”. None of these responses is right and none are wrong.   We 
all experience the dynamics of change differently. The difficulty arises when this is more than an individual process 
and involves a group of people moving forward together.  
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Notes from the Pastoral Team 
 

St. George Pastoral Visitors continue to visit those of our parish family who are Homebound or in Care 
Facilities each month. This is a special blessing to both those visited and our visitors. At present two 
members of our parish have felt called to join our visiting team. There is still opportunity to become 
part of this team.  Our next class will be Thursday November 28th at 1:30 p. m. in the meeting room on 
level one.  If you feel called to become part of this ministry please speak with Janet Kirk prior to 
November 28th. 

 

Faith on Film and Television 
by Craig Gustafson 

 

With the invention of the television came the development of the “holiday special.”  A list of the television 
Christmas specials ever made would be very long.  Why does one special endure over time, while another is 
quickly forgotten?  As we come to this special time of year, I reflect on a special that has been enjoyed by many 
generations, and one that I hope will be enjoyed again by the next generation. 
 
A Charlie Brown Christmas (December 9, 1965).  Voices by Peter Robbins, Christopher Shea, Tracy Stratford, 
Kathy Steinberg, Bill Melendez.  Available for purchase and through the library. 
 
All of Charlie Brown’s friends, including his sister and dog, are caught up in the commercialism of Christmas, 
much to his disappointment.  He feels depressed at Christmas.  He enjoys getting presents, sending Christmas 
cards, and decorating, but he is still unhappy.  He does not feel the way he thinks he is supposed to feel. 

416 225-1922 Ext. 507 
mark.kinghan@stgeorgestoronto.ca 
 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” 
(Philippians 4: 6).  
 

A primary biblical and spiritual truth that’s at the center of our lives, including the times of change and transition we 
experience, is that God never changes and God is always dependable. What a source of comfort, strength and 
encouragement as we experience countless changes in our church, in our lives and in the world around us. When we’re 
tired, confused, impatient, frustrated or any of the other emotional responses that go along with transition, we need to 
turn ourselves to our God and the faith, hope and trust God has blessed us with. Wherever we are and whatever we are 
doing, throughout the continuum of time, God is very present with us and God is very available to us. He has shown us 
that primarily by sending us Jesus Christ, His Son to save us when we could never save ourselves. What a sign of God’s 
faithfulness for us and all of creation. 
 

There’s an ancient prayer in the BAS that is a personal favorite of mine. It acknowledges that things are always in flux 
and changing around us and even within us. However it reminds us that God is unchanging. I encourage us all to pray 
this prayer with faith, hope and trust as we continue to walk through the emotions of our transition and change, 
seeking God’s presence as we strive to discern and live out God’s will for us and our parish of St. George on Yonge. 
 

A Prayer for Protection and Rest for the end of a day: 
 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night,  
so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this life  

may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Yours in Christ, 

Mark 
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He becomes the director of the Christmas play only to 
see commercialism creep its way into the play.  In 
absolute desperation, Charlie yells out, “Isn’t there 
anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?”  
Linus, Charlie’s best friend, simply answers, “Sure, 
Charlie Brown.  I can tell you what Christmas is all 
about.”  Then in a famous scene, Linus walks onto a 
deserted stage, asks for a spotlight, and recites the 
Christmas story word-for-word from Luke 2:8–14 from 
the King’s James Version, with simple gestures for 
emphasis.  The special ends with all the children 
singing, “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing.” 
 
Now, these scenes may seem radical to us now, and 
we may expect that in 1965 it was completely normal.  
In fact, CBS, which accepted the concept for the 
special, had many concerns about the final product, 
and tried to convince Peanut’s creator Charles Schulz 
and director Bill Melendez to accept several changes.  
In fact, a second version was completed in case they 
did agree before the airdate.  Bill and Lee Mendelson, 
executive producer, both anticipated objections from 
the network and the general public.  In recent 
documentaries, Bill recounts that he told Charles, “We 
can’t animate stories from the Bible,” and Lee told 
him, “We can’t include the Biblical version of the 
meaning of Christmas.”  Charles simply replied, “Well, 
if we don’t do it, who will?”  All three figured that the 
cost of preserving their vision for the special would be 
that it would be the first and last primetime special for 
the Peanuts gang.  The special was an instant success, 
however, and has been shown every Christmas for 49 
years, this year included. 
 
Why has this special endured?  Partly it is because of 
the way the children interact and what they say, such 
as Lucy reasoning that Beethoven was not a great 
person because his picture never appeared on bubble 
gum cards.  Why is Linus’s telling of the birth of Christ 
from the King James Version endearing?  I attended 
the annual Christmas retreat at the Convent last 
Christmas, and the conversation turned to these 
questions.  Could it be that the Christmas story is a 
very simple one, and is readily available for anyone 
who wants to listen?  Since it is a simple story, why not 
tell it in as simple a way as possible?  No matter what 
our faith background is, it seems everyone is curious 
about the meaning of Christmas. 
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The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (1983).  Starring 
Loretta Swit, Jackson Davies, Anthony Holland, 
David Alexander, Fairuza Balk, Ocean Hellman.  
Available for purchase and through the library.  
Based on the novel by Barbara Robinson (1971). 
 
The annual Christmas pageant at the local church 
faces two significant crises:  Helen Armstrong, who 
has directed it every year, has a fall and is unable to 
direct it; and a family of six children, the Herdmans, 
become involved.  All the other children are afraid 
of the Herdmans, as they are bullies and use 
intimidation in order to get what they want.  
Because the other children are afraid, they do not 
volunteer to take part in the central roles of the 
pageant, and the Herdmans play Mary, Joseph, the 
Wise Men, and the Angel of the Lord.  As you can 
imagine, the gossip mill runs overtime, and the 
news quickly reaches Helen, who is still in hospital. 
 
The entire congregation is terrified of what will 
happen, but Grace Bradley, who becomes the 
director, has faith that the pageant will be a 
success, no matter how much chaos and 
uncertainty ensues.  Grace reads the story from the 
Bible, first from Luke (the journey to Bethlehem and 
the birth), and then from Matthew (Herod and the 
Wise Men).  The Herdmans are intrigued, and later 
inspired, by the Christmas story.  This special has a 
very touching parallel between the Herdmans and 
the Holy Family.  I guarantee there will not be a dry 
eye in the house by the climax. 
 
This special first made its appearance when I was in 
grade school.  I remember it being shown for a few 
years and then disappearing, although the book 
upon which it is based has had a very long 
popularity.  It is a shame that the special has not 
endured, unlike the book.  It was filmed at Ryerson 
United Church in Vancouver, and most of the cast is 
Canadian.  I invite you to pick up this special and 
make it a part of your festivities this Christmas 
season, whether to become reacquainted with the 
message, or to view the special for the very first 
time.  Let us return to the manger and see the 
amazing story of a baby through the eyes of the 
Herdman children, with wonderment and joy. 
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Seniors’ Moments – Living with Diabetes 

 
After taking a short break in the summer months The Seniors' Moments program at St. George on 
Yonge re-launched in September to continue to provide seniors in the North York community with 

informative seminars. The most recent seminar "Living with Diabetes" featured Phil, a speaker 
from the Canadian Diabetes Association who presented new facts about diabetes, shared his own 
personal story and provided tips for people living with the disease. Registered dietitian Linda was 
also there to speak and she provided advice about what to eat and how much to eat when living 

with Diabetes. The October session dealt with Preventing Elder Abuse and featured a Cruise 
Information segment. The final Seniors' Moments seminar for 2013, will be held on November 

27th at 10am and will feature a speaker from the Canadian Heart and Stroke Association who will 
present, Protect Your Health: The facts about Heart Disease and Stroke. A personal trainer will be 

the second presenter and he will have everyone off their feet doing heart friendly exercises.

   
 

  
  

- respectfully submitted by Anne Wynter 
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UPCOMING  SERVICES & 
EVENTS 
 
Seniors’ Moments 
Wednesday, November 27 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
 
Tuesday, December 3 
10:30 a.m. – Eucharist at Delmanor Senior 

Community 
 
Thursday, December 12 
10:00 a.m. – Eucharist at Lansing Retirement 

Residence 
 
Please watch the bulletin for more 
upcoming events. 
 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
AT ST. GEORGE 
 
Saturday, November 30 
5:00 p.m. – Advent Event including potluck 
supper 
 
Sunday, December 1 
Advent I 
8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. – Sung Eucharist with Anointing 
 
Wednesday, December 4 
7:30 p.m. – Candlelight Eucharist 
 
Sunday, December 8 
Advent II 
8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 
 

DATES TO NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
7:30 p.m. – Candlelight Eucharist 
 
Sunday, December 15 
Advent III 
8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 

Wednesday, December 18 
7:30 p.m. – Candlelight Eucharist 
 
Sunday, December 22 
Advent IV 
8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. – Sung Eucharist with Dramatic 

Presentation 
12:00 noon – Carolling During Coffee Hour 
 
Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
7:00 p.m. – Family Eucharist with Children’s 

Presentation 
10:30 p.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 
Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday, December 29 
Christmas I 
8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. – Christmas Festival of Readings & Music 

and Eucharist 
 
Sunday, January 5 
Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. – Sung Eucharist with Anointing 
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Notes about John Bell & the Iona Community  
 
In October, John Bell came to the Sisterhood of St. John the Divine (SSJD) more commonly known as St. 
John's Convent at 233 Cummer Avenue Willowdale.  www.ssjd.ca 
  
John Bell is a Scottish theologian and famous hymn writer.  He is an active minister & resident of the 
Iona Community on a wee island off the western coast of Scotland.  John's forte is as a developer of 
resources in the area of music & worship.   He travels around the world 9 months out of the year. 
  
Simple Abundance:  John Bell lives a very humble existence.  He has no car, cell phone, camera or ipod 
and yet he is quite content with his life. Less is really more!  
  
In 563, St. Columba, an Irish monk was sent to Scotland on a evangelism mission.   
 
Columba (Columbulee) established a monastic settlement on the Island of Iona.   The Iona Community is 
an ecumenical Christian organization that was founded in 1938 by George MacLeod. George was a 
parish minister in Govan Glasgow.  There are 120 full time residents including John Bell that live in Iona.  
The community of Iona is committed to daily prayer with a Celtic, Christian approach.  The residents and 
associates of this community are also committed to action, & reflection for social & economic justice, 
peace & integrity of creation.  This community travels to worship & work with the world's most needy 
communities.  This is a popular place of pilgrimage and remote travels.  
 
Reflections from John Bell's 2 day Retreat. 
  
The theme was learning to do worship differently. 
 
 Scripture:  (Text Messages.) The bible is more than lectionary texts.  God/Scripture reveals the divine 
well in us through 4 conduits. 
  
(1.)  Intellect:  The psalms provide a vocabulary into the lives of people.   
(2.)  Emotion:  Our prayers will become more profound through the expression of the psalms & laments 
of the human condition.   
(3.)  Experience:  The psalms/scripture can become a means of intercessions. 
(4.)  Imagination:  The wisdom of the psalms/scripture can help to unlock a picture in your soul of the 
divine mystery of God our Creator. 
  
These 4 conduits conjoin us to our biblical family and the light of Christ now & always.  
  
During this very busy 2 day retreat there were lots of opportunities to sing gallic chants, praise psalms & 
hymns in a unique way led by John Bell.  I took away a lot of food for thought and questions which I 
have begun to delve into and unpack bit by bit.  You can find out more about John Bell and the Iona 
Community by going on the website.  www.iona.org.uk 
  
Submitted By Lori Grauds. 
  
  
 

http://www.ssjd.ca/
http://www.iona.org.uk/


St. George on Yonge Anglican Church  416 225-1922 

  
 

 

Fresh Start Symposium 

 
Last evening I sat down and reflected upon yesterday morning’s Fresh Start Symposium. I couldn’t 
remember everything that had been discussed but I certainly could remember that I had experienced 
quite a few a-ha moments during our short time together.  
 
The first a-ha moment occurred when I realized that for some in the congregation they were still dealing 
with the change and transition from the departure of John Wilton.  For others the time of transition had 
started with the retirement of Steve Shaw. For some of us it had started when we moved to St. Patrick’s or 
when we finally returned to this building.  For quite a few the empty lot next door is a constant reminder 
of the change we have gone through over the last few years and that there is still more change to come, 
that the process is not finished. 
 
It occurred to me that while as a parish we are a family we are all at different points in our journey of 
change and we are all at different levels of the acceptance of this change. We have certainly gone through 
a lot as a congregation and I was struck by the resilience of our people. 
 
With the arrival of our new incumbent some of us are ready to move forward and it’s a feeling of, “Okay, 
Mark is here, we’re ready, let’s go”.  For others there is more of a resistence and the attitude is one of 
cautious hesitation and the need for a gentle prod forward.  
 
Yesterday while we were discussing all the change and transition we were going through as a congregation 
I had another a-ha moment when I thought of Mark and that he and his family are dealing with their own, 
very real feelings of change and transition. They have left a Church they were a part of for many years and 
they have now joined us here and they are looking for their place amongst us.  While Mark helps us 
through this time of transition we must do our best to help him find his place here. We must all help each 
other to find our way with care and compassion as we plot our course forward - together. 
 
Life for most of us is not a steady paced stroll through time with a beginning, a middle and an end, like a 
well constructed play. It is filled with change. In a threatened world, in the kaleidoscopic whirl of our life’s 
patterns, it can be reassuring to remind ourselves that God is unchanging. “I, the Lord do not change” 
(Malachi 3:6) and finally from Hebrews 13: 8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever”.  
 
- Respectfully submitted by Anne Wynter 
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When was Jesus born? 
 
In June 2012 the youth class rose to the challenge and 
came up with four questions which I subsequently 
submitted on their behalf to the well-respected Christian 
radio program “Discover The Word” produced by RBC 
Ministries in Grand Rapids Michigan. 
One of those questions concerned the date of Jesus’ birth 
and was used in late December to provide material for 
the Discover The Word broadcast on 26th December 2012. 
You can listen to the entire 15 minute broadcast by 
clicking on this link: 
http://discovertheword.org/2012/12/26/discover-why-
we-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25th/ 
 
For those without access to the internet, below is the 
entire transcript of the broadcast copied directly from the 
Discover The Word website: 
 
 “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias, tetrarch of 
Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being high priests, the word 
of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the 
wilderness” (Luke 3:1-2). 
IDEA: Dating Jesus’ birth depends on external historical 
information. 
 
PURPOSE: To help listeners see the importance of 
external historical details in the Bible. 
In response to our invitation to our listeners to send in 
questions they wanted us to talk about, on behalf of the 
youth group he leads at their church, Stephen in Toronto 
asked the following series of questions about dating 
Jesus’ birth: 
The naming of Jesus (Luke 2:21) falls on the first day of 
January (Jesus’ eighth day). Given the distinction between 
the suffixes “BC” and “AD,” which significant date was 
determined first? Was the date of the naming of Jesus 
chosen first to coincide with the start of the new calendar 
year (and a new calendar) and then, second, the date for 
Christmas was figured out? Or was the date for Christmas 
determined first with the date for the naming of Jesus 
just happening to fall on New Year’s Day? 
 
To answer the questions your young people are asking, 
Stephen, we need to think about two separate questions: 
the year of Jesus’ birth and then the month and day of 
Jesus’ birth. 
 

I. The gospel writer Luke gives us reliable historical 
information to help us pinpoint when John the Baptist 
began his preaching ministry. 
“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch 
of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region 
of Trachonitis, and Lysanias, tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and 
Caiaphas being high priests, the word of God came to John 
the son of Zacharias in the wilderness” (Luke 3:1-3). 
To settle the year in which both John the Baptist and Jesus 
were born, we can work backward from what we know from 
secular history about these rulers: 
Tiberius Caesar succeeded Augustus Caesar on August 19, 14 
A.D. 
Pontius Pilate was appointed governor of Judea from 26 to 
36 A.D. 
Herod Antipas was tetrarch of the Galilee from 4/1 B.C. to 39 
A.D. 
Philip Herod was tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis from c 4-
1 B.C. to 34 A.D. 
Annas was high priest from 6 to 15 A.D., and his son-in-law, 
Caiaphas, was high priest from 18 A.D. to 36 A.D., but Annas 
still wielded the power (John 18:12-13). 
From Luke 3:3 we know from the historical records when 
John the Baptist began his preaching ministry; we also know 
that a Jewish priest usually began his ministry at age thirty. 
Luke 3:23 tells us that “Jesus began his ministry at about 
thirty years of age.” We also know that John and Jesus were 
just six months apart in their birthdays (Luke 1:36-37). 
 

II. We also have helpful information from astronomers in 
pinpointing the year Jesus was born. 
From Matthew 2:7-9 we learn: “Then Herod, when he had 
secretly called the wise men, determined from them what 
time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, ‘Go and search diligently for the young child, and when 
you have found him, bring back word to me that I may come 
and worship him also. When they heard the king, they 
departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the 
East went before them until it came and stood over where 
the young child was.” 
Modern astronomers, using sophisticated instruments, have 
determined that in the year 2 B.C. Jupiter and Venus 
conjoined, causing a spectacular stellar display. With Venus 
rising in the east and visually overlapping Jupiter, it looked 
like a single brilliant light. 
John in Revelation 22:16 spoke of Jesus as “the bright 
morning star” (a reference to the planet Venus, the morning 
star). The ancients always connected the planet Jupiter to 
the birth of a king. The convergence of the two was likely 
what the Magi saw and followed. 

http://discovertheword.org/2012/12/26/discover-why-we-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25th/
http://discovertheword.org/2012/12/26/discover-why-we-celebrate-christmas-on-december-25th/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.36-37
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%202.7-9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%2022.16
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If that is the case, it is significant that Yom Kippur was 
chosen by God for this announcement to Zechariah. The 
day was a time of national repentance, and John the 
Baptist’s mission was to call the people to a baptism of 
repentance for sin. 
The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) comes five days after 
Yom Kippur during the full moon associated with or just 
after the autumnal equinox (September 23). Assuming 
Elizabeth’s conception at this time, John the Baptist 
would have been born around June 25. 
How does that help us determine the birthday of Jesus? 
Luke 1:36 states that Elizabeth was six months pregnant 
when Mary conceived Jesus. Adding six months to June 
25 (assumed to be John the Baptist’s birth day) brings us 
to December 25. 
The early Church Fathers had one other tradition that 
may have helped them arrive at the December 25 
birthday for Jesus. The tradition is this: Jesus died on the 
cross on the same day of the year that he was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit. He died on the Feast of Passover, 
which falls during the first full moon after the spring 
equinox (end of March or early April). In liturgical 
churches the Feast of the Annunciation has always been 
celebrated on March 25. Adding nine months to March 
25 brings us to December 25. 
Some Christians connected December 25 as Jesus’ 
birthday with the Roman winter solstice, based on 
Malachi 4:2, speaking of “the Sun of Righteousness 
[who] will arise with healing in his wings.” 
 
III. Not all Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth on 
December 25. 
The original date for Jesus’ birthday in Eastern 
Christianity was January 6 (Epiphany). 
While we follow the later Gregorian calendar, many 
Christians in other parts of the world still use the earlier 
Julian calendar. So churches in Ethiopia, Russia, Ukraine, 
Serbia, the Republic of Macedonia, and the Republic of 
Moldova celebrate Christmas on January 7. 

 
CONCLUSION 
What matters is not the actual date but the reality 
behind our celebration, that God took human flesh 
and came into the world in order to redeem us and 
give us eternal life. 
 
 
 
 

From the Jewish historian Josephus, the date of 
Herod the Great’s death is connected to a full lunar 
eclipse. One such eclipse occurred in 4 B.C. and 
another occurred in 1 B.C. If the 1 B.C. lunar eclipse 
is what Josephus associated with Herod’s death, 
then placing Jesus’ birth year in 3 or 2 B.C. agrees 
with all of the facts in the biblical account. 
So, the issue of B.C. or A.D. doesn’t enter into the 
answer for two reasons: first, because the BC/AD 
distinction was first made in 525 A.D. and wasn’t 
widely used until after 800. It was predicated on 
different calendars (Julian and Gregorian). A.D., as 
you know, is the abbreviation of the Latin Anno 
Domini, “the year of our Lord,” but the dating of 
Jesus’ birth as A.D. 1 back in 525 A.D. was inaccurate. 
Second, we can say that our Lord Jesus Christ, God 
the Son, took on human flesh most likely in either 3 
or 2 B.C. We need another program in which to 
explore questions about the actual month and day. 

 
III. The date December 25 in not mentioned in 
Scripture and was not fixed until 336 A.D. 
The earliest Christians were Jews (Acts 2) and for 
many Jews, the celebration of one’s birth was a 
pagan custom. Religious Jews in Jesus’ day disdained 
the pagan Roman birthday parties. 
Early Christians, however, had an oral tradition 
about Jesus’ birth, which Clement of Alexandria 
recorded in the second century. But December 25 
was not formally adopted as Jesus’ birth-date until 
the fourth century. 

 
IV. We do have some Bible passages that can 
perhaps serve theologically as keys to dating 
Jesus’ birth. 
Luke 1:9-11 reports the appearance of the angel 
Gabriel to the priest Zechariah as he burned incense 
in the Temple in Jerusalem. The angel’s message was 
that Elizabeth (his wife) would give birth to a son 
(John the Baptist) in her old age. 
Many scholars associate Zechariah’s temple service 
with the Old Covenant feast day of national 
repentance, Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). 
Zechariah’s name was never included in the lists of 
High Priests (who would burn the incense once on 
that day). However, it is likely he was chosen by lot 
to burn the sacred incense on the Incense Altar in 
front of the Holy of Holies during the twice-daily 
service of the sacrifice of the Tamid lambs on the day 
of Yom Kippur. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Malachi%204.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.9-11
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Altar Guild will Decorate our Church 
for the Christmas season.  If you wish to 
contribute for the purchase of poinsettias, 
please complete the “Altar Flower Request 
Form” (which is available from the Ushers) 
and place on the offertory plate in an 
envelope with a donation by Sunday, 
December 15.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
The Church Office will be Closed Tuesday, 
December 24 to Wednesday, January 1 
inclusive.  In an emergency, please call the 
church and, when prompted, dial “1” to be 
forwarded to a member of the pastoral 
staff.  You will be able to reach the pastoral 
staff any time – day or night! 
 
Please remember that we strive to keep 
our building a nut-sensitive environment.  
For the safety of our children, and the 
children in the daycare, please remember 
to refrain from bringing food that contains 
nuts into the building.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

Church School and Youth 
news:  
 
With approximately 35 kids and youth enrolled, 
the Church School continues to provide weekly 
lessons in a comfortable and relaxed setting     
 
Children begin most Sundays in the chapel, in an 
interactive, fun and music-filled introduction to 
the day’s lessons.  Dedicated teachers continue 
the daily theme, using appropriate songs, crafts 
and other activities.   
 
Similarly, the youth gather to discuss relevant 
issues of importance to them, within a Christian 
perspective.  Simple, informative, respectful and 
supportive conversation among the group allows 
for self-reflection and growth.  Recently, the group 
has been watching a DVD entitled “The Gospel of 
John”.  Other discussions have included the 
financial realities of our Church.  On the lighter 
side, members of the youth group will be 
attending a one-day cooking seminar in late 
November.  Hopefully, the congregation will be 
beneficiaries of their new-found skills. 
 
The entire Church School is organizing and looking 
forward to upcoming events, including: 
 

 Advent Event, November 30 at 
5pm…Including a pot-luck dinner, 
Christmas card/crafts, music and 
celebration. 
 

 Last Sunday of Advent…the youth will be 
presenting a special Christmas story, 
written by our own William Clennett 

 

 Family Christmas Eve Service, December 
24 at 7pm. 
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PLEASE BRING A MUG/CUP OR TRAVEL MUG FOR ST. GEORGE 

COFFEE HOUR  

 
 
Here is a startling fact about disposable paper cups.  According to a research study conducted at 
McMaster University in 2009, 1.2 MILLION PAPER COFFEE CUPS AND LIDS ARE SENT TO THE 
LANDFILL FROM TORONTO EACH DAY.  Can you imagine if everyone brought their travel mug every 
day to fill & refill coffee tea & other hot beverages?  If these coffee cups & lids were stacked on top 
of each other they would be the height of 216 CN Towers.  There are usually plastic coated liners 
that are incorporated into the cups to keep the contents hot/cold. Many coffee shops provide a 
discount when you BYOM.          
  
It would be great to reduce the paper coffee cups that are used at St. George.  The solution is in your 
hands literally.  There are so many BPA free travel cup & mug options available for hot & cold 
drinks. Our cups don't need to runneth over. 
  
Join us for a mug shot which will be displayed in a photo album at St. George on Yonge. 
  
Donations to cover the cost of coffee hour supplies are graciously accepted and most welcome. 
  
Submitted by Lori Grauds. 
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Community Notices  
 
Yonge Churchill Child Care Centre:  Before and after school programmes for the fall are available!  Please 
see the flyer on the Welcome Desk for contact information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out on Sunday, March 2, 2014 
Deadline is Sunday, February 16, 2014 at 4:32 p.m.  

Email articles to the editor:  Kathy Baillie at family.baillie@sympatico.ca 
 

 

 

 
 

REMEMBER, 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT ST. GEORGE ON YONGE CHURCH 
 

“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,  
with one another, and with our community.” 

 
5350 Yonge Street, North York 

  

  

  

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca We’re on the Web!  See us at: 

www.StGeorgesToronto.ca  

Services 
 

Sunday   8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
 10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist (BAS) 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer (BAS) 
Wednesday 12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist (BAS) 
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