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St. George’s Anglican Church: 5350 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario 

October 4, 2014 

Life at St. George’s 

“Mark’s Musings”  
 

organizations we belong to, like the church, become 
very demanding. Being cautioned to slow down is a 
good thing which I know I need to pay attention to, and 
perhaps you do as well. 
 
Remembering back to my interview with the selection 
committee, one of the questions they asked was how I 
cared for myself especially spiritually. That was a good 
sign for me that this is a place that cares for its 
leadership. I have experienced that care and concern 
from many over the past year and appreciate it more 
than you can know. 
 
I have set for myself some spiritual disciplines I hope to 

From the Incumbent’s Desk … 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Time flies! It’s hard to believe that we are almost at the end of September as I write this, and that it is now 
October when you are reading it. However, we have begun a busy fall season at St. George on Yonge and 
are looking forward to the opportunities to grow in our ministries to each other and to the wider 
community around us. 
 
Each time I drive down Yonge Street from Richmond Hill to the church, I pass by a side street in Thornhill 
where the police are often stationed to catch speeders. I have to admit that a few years ago I was stopped 
because I was going too fast. I happened to be on my way to a funeral and so was wearing my clerical 
collar. The officer approached my window and told me that I was exceeding the speed limit; and then he 
graciously commented that we all need to slow down, even when doing God’s work. With that he told me 
to have a good and a safe day. I was fortunate not to get a ticket along with a fine to be paid. 
 
I remember that exchange each time I drive past that street where they are still often sitting, waiting, 
watching and catching speeders. And, I find myself being very conscious that I need to be slowed down to 
the appropriate speed so as not to be pulled over again. I also found a life and spiritual lesson to be learned 
out of that experience and to be integrated in the way I live my life and my faith. 
 
From time to time we all need the reminder that we need to slow down for our own good and our health 
and wellbeing. We live in a frenetic world where information is transmitted within seconds if not quicker. 
And often, there’s the expectation of a response back just as quickly. Schedules at work, home and in 
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live by, all of which will aid me in slowing down enough to be attentive to God and the working of the Holy 
Spirit in my life and work. I meet with a spiritual companion once a month to talk about what God is up to 
in my life; I have covenanted to go to the Eucharist at the SSJD chapel once a week; and when I am 
presiding at the convent, which is usually once a month, I will spend as much of that day in reflection, 
meditation and prayer. I know that in order to be most spiritually helpful to others that my own spirit 
needs to be nurtured and fed, and perhaps even at times challenged.  
 
I would suggest though that it is not only clergy who need to pay attention to their spiritual lives and the 
disciplines the engage in to care for themselves and their relationships with God. We all need that 
encounter with someone like I had with the police officer who reminds us to slow down especially when 
we’re doing God’s work. I encourage each of you to think of your own practise and discipline that allows 
you to be attentive to your Spirit, your faith and your relationship with God. What feeds you? What 
nurtures your soul? What encourages hope, faith and trust in you?  
 
In paying attention to your spiritual lives, Sr. Connie and I are both available to chat with you and assist 
you in developing your routine and discipline that pays attention to your faith. It is a privilege to 
accompany others on this journey; it is made up of holy moments of God’s grace; it is a sacred time and 
conversation. It is by paying that attention to our individual spiritual lives that we also grow in our 
collective, community spiritual life too. 
 
I offer us this prayer to remind us of our need to slow down in the hectic lives we often lead; to breathe; 
to listen; to pray; to reflect; to recognize the holiness of God in our midst; to give thanks; to be reconciled; 
to see healing and wholeness; to simply be without having to do anything in particular, even if only for 
that brief moment.  
 

As God’s people, we recognize our need to grow in our faith and in our relationships with you. 
We may be discouraged, dismayed, disappointed with life; 

We may be rejoicing and celebrating the gift of blessings we experience; 
Help us to sit in silence, sometimes on our own and at other times together in community. 

May we find the peace of God’s presence and be wrapped in the warmth of God’s love. 
May we be comforted and quieted in our souls, and if need be even challenged too. 
Help us to find our communion with God and enjoy our fellowship with one another. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Blessings to each of us along our journey of faith, both individually and collectively. May we grow in the 
knowledge of who we are and whose we are, becoming more and more the children of God we are called 
to be. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mark 
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What’s new and exciting at St. George 
on Yonge… 

 

 Outreach to 415 Willowdale … a group from St. 

George on Yonge organized “Fun Freezie 

Wednesday’s” twice, once in July and once in 

August. The children enjoyed sidewalk chalk and 

bubbles as well as a frozen treat. Some of the 

adults of the community joined in as well. These 

opportunities opened our eyes as we saw who lives 

in this neighbourhood and our ears to hear some 

of what they face in daily life. Now the challenge 

and opportunity of expanding further as we 

engage and build ministries that encourage more 

relationships and the living out of our gospel 

ministry to care for those in need and the most 

vulnerable in our community. 

 
 Marketing St. George on Yonge … we have a group 

formed who are developing strategies around how 

to best share the story of who we are with the 

community around us. We hope to engage with 

those who will move in to the newest condo being 

built just to the west of us. As well, we will be 

working on our internet presence as well as how 

we can use social media like Facebook, YouTube 

and twitter. In addition, we are attentive to how 

we could be using our sign to share spiritual and 

faith based quotes and thoughts. There are many 

good things happening here and we want to find 

ways to share that with those in the wider 

community around us. 

 

 Newcomers ministry at St. George on Yonge … We 

have developed an intentional plan to connect 

with those who are new or visiting our parish for 

the first time.  A welcome package is being 

assembled which includes an updated pamphlet 

and information about St. George on Yonge. As 

well, a team of “Hospitality Ambassadors” is being 

assembled to be visible and engaging with those 

who are new or visiting. We will be bringing back 

regular newcomers events a few times a year 

to bring newcomers together along with those 

who have been at St. George on Yonge for a 

longer time. This ministry will begin officially 

on Thanksgiving Sunday, October 12. 

 

 Mandarin ministry at St. George on Yonge … 

Morning has begun developing networks and 

relationships with those who might be 

attracted to a ministry based in Mandarin out 

of St. George on Yonge. This is through 

involvement with the ESL ministry we have as 

well as through contacts in the 

neighbourhood. Each Sunday there are 

visitors, some who return and others who 

don’t. It is a huge step for them to come into a 

church due to both language and religious 

barriers. Many do not have a faith 

background. This ministry will be 

commissioned by Bishop Yu on October 5. 

Exactly where it will go and the form it will 

take is unknown at the moment. But it will be 

an exciting journey to discover what God has 

planned. 

 

 Sr. Connie’s arrival as part of St. George on 

Yonge ministry team … We are thrilled to 

welcome Sr. Connie as part of the ordained 

leadership here at St. George’s as she returns 

in the role of Associate Priest. She brings 

many gifts, talents and abilities that will help 

in furthering our ministries. In particular she 

will be responsible for pastoral care, prayer 

ministries, sharing in faith formation 

opportunities as well as discerning our 

outreach ministry to the wider community. 

She too will be liturgically welcomed and 

commissioned when the bishop is here on 

October 5. It will be good to renew a 

relationship with the Sisters of St. John the 

Divine too. 

 



St. George on Yonge Anglican Church  416 225-1922 

  
 

Page 4 Life at St. George’s 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 

 
  

 “Out of the Cold” ministry at St. George on Yonge … We have entered into a partnership 

arrangement with “Mosaic” who co-ordinate and facilitate the Out of the Cold program in various 

centers across York region. They had found themselves in the position of needing a gathering place 

where clients could be picked up and transported to that evening’s location. St. George on Yonge 

was an ideal possibility. Beginning the end of October through to March, from 3:30 to 6 St. George 

on Yonge will be open for these individuals to gather. There will be Mosaic staff and security on site 

as participants wait approx. 15 minutes for their van to arrive. All necessary precautions have been 

made especially where the children of the daycare are concerned. This is a pilot project which we 

will evaluate along the way. Our faith calls us to be attentive to the needs of those most vulnerable 

and marginalized by the rest of society. That too was one of our reasons for building our facility 

with community space to serve the neighbourhood needs. This presents an excellent opportunity 

for us to do that. 

 

 Youth ministry at St. George on Yonge … I have noticed over the past year that our ministry to the 

youth of our parish has declined. This is something that concerns me and I hope we can do 

something about. We don’t have paid staff on the ministry team to function in a leadership role. 

We are blessed with Stephen Powell who regards ministry with this age group as a priority. I plan to 

bring the youth and their families together to discuss how we might be attentive to their needs. It 

will undoubtedly be different than in the past, but together we can discern a regular calendar of 

events and activities with shared leadership among the families present. It doesn’t have to be a lot 

of work or costly. The primary objective is to find ways to come together and ensure a place within 

our parish family. 

 

We have a lot to celebrate and give thanks for of which the above list clearly shows. There is life here; 

there is Spirit here; God is active working in all we are doing. Yes there are challenges as there always 

will be. However, let’s not be so overwhelmed by them that we lose sight of the immense blessings 

God is giving us in each other and in the opportunities to serve and minister.  

 

I offer us this prayer to hold before us as we celebrate who we are and where we are being invited to 

go in our ministry together here at St. George on Yonge … 

 

Gracious God, you have called us to be the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Keep us one in faith and service; 

breaking bread together and telling the good news to the world; 

that all may believe you are love, turn to your ways, and live to your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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October . . . 
 
Sunday 5th Celebration of New Ministry for Sr. Connie & Morning with Bishop Patrick Yu 

Sunday 12th Harvest Thanksgiving 

Sunday 19th AAAWE service . . . Feast of St. Luke . . . 
 Celebrating our Healing Ministry at St. George’s 

Wednesday 22nd Film Series with Sr. Connie 

Sunday 26th FaithWorks Sunday with guest speaker 

Wednesday 29th Film Series with Sr. Connie 

 

November . . . 
 
Sunday 2nd All Saint’s Day 

Monday 3rd  All Soul’s Service 

Sunday 9th Remembrance Sunday 

Wednesday 12th Film Series with Sr. Connie 

Sunday 16th AAAWE service 

Wednesday 19th Film Series with Sr. Connie 

Sunday 23rd Reign of Christ 

Wednesday 26th Film Series with Sr. Connie 

Saturday 29th Pre-Christmas Reflection Day 
 . . . “The Christmas Carol” 

Sunday 30th Advent 1 with Archbishop Colin Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates to note on your Calendar 
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Finding Ourselves in the Dark 

A FILM SERIES FOR ST. GEORGE ON YONGE 
Six Wednesday evenings at 7 pm. October 22 - November 26, 2014 

Facilitated by Sister Connie 
 

“Cinema today is the form of contemporary church that is attentive to the concerns of a postmodern 
world, and they have laid out the way church – as a community seeking, embracing, and living out of the 
creative Spirit of God – functions in the world today.” 
(John English, in the Preface to Finding God in the Dark by John Pugente S.J. and Monty Williams S.J.) 
 

We live in a world of exceptional creativity where the very best of the gifts God has given us are used for 
the good of all God’s people.  We also live in a world of darkness, violence, pain and desolation – 
sometimes in our own personal lives and certainly in the world around us.  Listening and watching for the 
Word of God in films can take us deep into the heart of God where we may find healing, integration, 
reconciliation, and direction for our lives and for the life of the world around us. 
The films we will be watching in this six-week series will focus on themes of personal identity and growth 
in community.  Even if you have seen these films before, watching them together and reflecting on their 
themes will bring many new insights. 
 

Here are the six themes and the films: 
Finding yourself in the movies: Hugo 
Finding and claiming your gift: Bend it Like Beckham 
Finding your voice:   The King’s Speech 

 Finding community:   Babette’s Feast 
 Finding your dreams:    The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
 Finding hope:     Shirley Valentine 

       
Concert by the Yorkminstrels Show Choir 
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Pastoral Care Visitors  
 
Sister Connie is coordinating pastoral care for the parish and would like to meet with all current pastoral 
visitors to shut-ins and those in residences and nursing homes. 
 
She would also be happy to have new people join the pastoral care team.  Training will be provided for 
those who would like to visit parishioners.  With the Bishop’s permission, we would also like to explore the 
possibility of licensing some parishioners to take communion to people in their homes or residences. 
 
A meeting will be held immediately after church on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 in the meeting room upstairs.  
At that time we will try to find a regular monthly meeting time when all pastoral care visitors can come 
together for reflection and support. 
 
Please e-mail Sister Connie at sister.connie@stgeorgestoronto.ca to RSVP.  You may also phone the church 
and ask for her at extension 514. 
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Lent is coming – save the dates! 

 
"Spirit of Invitation" — A Six-Week Lenten Series 
Thursdays: February 19, 26, Mar 5, 12, 19, 26, 2015  
(NOTE:  The first session is the week before Ash Wednesday.) 
“Spirit of Invitation” is a program designed by the Diocese of Toronto to help communities of 
Christians explore what it means to be open and invitational.  
Using a series of engaging short films and accessible written material, we will share in a guided 
conversation to explore why invitation is at the heart of our identity as Christians, what we’re 
inviting people to, how we get in the way, and how we can re-imagine the “spirit of invitation”.  
Join us as we explore, push boundaries, share stories, and seek to engage with the work that God 
is doing in our local context.  
 
Facilitated by Sister Connie

 
 

 Begins at 7:00 pm each of 6 Thursday evenings in Lent. 
 Fee: $30 for the whole series, which includes coffee and snack. 
 Registration: go to http://www.ssjd.ca/retreats-registration.html  

 
 

mailto:sister.connie@stgeorgestoronto.ca
http://www.ssjd.ca/retreats-registration.html
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Announcements 
 
Food Bank:  We have a grocery cart!  The second 
Sunday of each month will be “Food Bank Sunday” 
and we will try to fill the cart.  Upcoming dates are 
October 12, November 9 and December 14.  The cart 
will be presented at the Altar along with the 
offerings that day as a symbol of our gift in reaching 
out to the hungry in our community.  So when 
shopping over the next couple of weeks, remember 
to pick up some non-perishable canned goods.  And 
remember Jesus saying “When you did it for the 
least of these, you did it for me.” 
Also, we are looking for some people who can 
deliver the food bank collection each month 
(perhaps on a rotation).  Please let Mark know if you 
are able. 
 

Fergie’s Knights:  Come join the Knights on the 4th 
Thursday every month.  The longest journey begins 
with just one small step.  Take that first step and join 
Fergie’s Knights for spirited conversation, a cold 
beverage, and great food this month at the “Frog & 
Firkin” (4854 Yonge Street, across from the 
Sheppard Centre on Yonge Street).  The next dates 
are October 23, and November 27. 
 

Did You Know?  Bulletins along with recordings of 
the service (sermons and announcements) are 
available on our website on the “Worship Schedule” 
page.  If you cannot make it to the service, we hope 
you will feel connected to us via these tools! 
 
Please remember that we strive to keep our 
building a seafood- and nut-sensitive environment.  
For the safety of our children, and the children in the 
daycare, please remember to refrain from bringing 
food that contains peanuts, tree nuts, fish, and 
seafood into the building.  Thank you. 

 
The Altar Flower Request Form is available from 
the Ushers.  If you would like flowers placed, please 
complete the form and place on the offertory plate 
or mail to the office in an envelope with a donation 
at least 2 weeks in advance.  Suggested donation is 
$50.  Thank you. 

Yonge-Churchill Child Care Centre 

 
Our daycare has now been in operation since May 
2012.   The Board of Directors of YCCCI (Yonge-
Churchill Community Centre Inc.) and the daycare 
operator, EduKids Child Care Centres, are working 
together to create a safe and happy environment 
for children. 
 
The daycare accepts infants, toddlers and pre-
schoolers for full-day care.  With the 
implementation of full-day kindergarten in the 
public school system, our enrolment pattern is 
changing to accommodate this development. 
 
Yonge-Churchill Child Care Centre also offers 
before-school and after-school programs for 
children already in the school system, and we are 
actively promoting this program. 
 
We've received questions about how the daycare's 
preference policy works for children of St. 
George's parishioners.  Preference is given to 
parishioners' children when a space is available; 
when a parishioner applies for a space, and a 
space is open for that age group, the child is 
immediately accepted.  However, if all spaces for 
that age group are filled, the child goes to the top 
of the waiting list until a space opens up.  A small 
number of parishioners had the impression that 
their children have priority and can "bump" non-
St. George children already in care, but this is not 
the policy. 
 
If you want further information about child care, 
please contact the daycare office at 416-221-4747. 
 
Laura Pummell 
President, Yonge-Churchill Community Centre Inc. 
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Wardens’ Report 

 
As I am sure most of you are aware, the past several 
months have been extremely active here at St. George 
on Yonge and much has been accomplished already on 
our long list of activities needing attention. 
 
Much has been accomplished so far outside of the 
building, with the addition of sand boxes and artificial 
turf with landscaping by YCCCI to provide an area for 
the children to enjoy outside play as well as an 
enjoyable park like atmosphere for the congregation to 
enjoy on Sundays while interacting and extending 
fellowship to each other after services. There has also 
been a marked improvement in the looks and health of 
the other areas around the building thanks to the 
efforts of Egan, his family, and a few friends who have 
worked hard to keep up with the daily growth of weeds 
etc. surrounding the property with all the rain we have 
experienced this year. 
  
St. George on Yonge has also restarted the negotiations 
with the developer next door in order for them to 
finalise their negotiations with the city regarding 
building the condo planned for next door. It is important 
to maintain a good neighbour relationship with the 
developer while ensuring that our property is not 
disaffected by their plans, and we are extremely 
grateful again to Geraldine for her tact and attention to 
detail in dealing with the developer, the lawyers, the 
Parish leadership, and the architect. We had already 
negotiated with the Diocese regarding the potential 
sales of air rights needed by the developer in order to 
facilitate their plans and we are hopeful that the matter 
on this sale will be finalised in the near future as a part 
of our current negotiations. The additional funding will 
be a great help to our ability to manage the deficit 
which was put forward at Vestry earlier this year. 
  
As you all are aware we had experienced a major 
breakdown at the end of July on our elevator. The 
extended period of time which the elevator was out of 
service was a great burden on everyone here over the 
course of August and we wish to thank everyone for 
their patience in dealing with the workarounds each 
week. As you can guess this outage was a major issue 
for the daycare each day also as the movement of 
children around the building depends on our facilities 

being operative. The wardens have worked hard 
during this time to improve relations between St. 
George on Yonge and the service provider and to 
ensure that the elevator was not only repaired but 
that it was also returned to its original condition. The 
repairs which were put in place required among 
other things the actual manufacture of parts needed, 
which is one of the reasons for delay. We are grateful 
for the board of YCCCI, who stepped up and have 
provided the church with the needed funds to pay for 
these extensive repairs from their daycare revenues. 
This is the second major expenditure of St. George on 
Yonge this year that has been funded entirely by the 
YCCCI. 
  
We also would like to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to Richard as well, who you are all 
aware resigned from his position as treasurer here at 
St. George on Yonge in June. Richard has been an 
invaluable asset to us here for many years as he 
fulfilled these duties each week, always ensuring that 
our accounts were in order and all bills paid, as well 
as extending countless tips and suggestions on 
accounting and tax rules and implications. He has a 
wealth of knowledge and skill in accounting and his 
help in our building project and other financial 
matters made him an irreplaceable member of our 
team without whom much of what we have 
accomplished could not have been done. After 
exhaustive searches; including looking at having to 
hire someone from outside, we have been unable to 
locate a replacement for Richard. We have therefore 
decided to split the workload which was handled by 
Richard in his previous activities and have asked Craig 
to take on the activities on data entry of the various 
cheques, invoices, and deposits which he already 
handles the filing of and we are hopeful that the 
reduced workload of an individual spending a short 
time each week to verify the accounts and produce 
the financial reports needed to manage the parish 
will allow us to locate a volunteer. Richard has been 
asked to arrange training for Craig, as well as 
ourselves, on the system currently used by St. George 
on Yonge and we look forward to seeing financial 
reports produced soon. 
 
Submitted by Doug Heyes & Max Wynter      
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Community Notices  
 

Yonge Churchill Child Care Centre:  Before and after school programmes for the fall are available!  Please see 
the flyer on the Welcome Desk for contact information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out on November 30th  
Deadline is Sunday, November 16th at 4:32 p.m.  

Email articles to the editor:  Kathy Baillie at fambail@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
 

REMEMBER, 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT ST. GEORGE ON YONGE CHURCH 
 

“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,  
with one another, and with our community.” 

 
5350 Yonge Street, North York 

  

  

  

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca 

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca  

Services 
 
Sunday   8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist (BAS 1962) 
 10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist (BAS) 
 3rd Sunday of the month (AWE) 

 
BAS 1962 (Book of Alternate Services) uses the 1962 rite which is the traditional language as in the 
BCP (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
BAS (Book of Alternate Services) uses contemporary, inclusive-language 
 
A.A.A.W.E. (Amazing, Awesome, Alternate Worship Experience) is a Communion service that is 
more informal with alternative music and prayers 
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