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St. George’s Anglican Church: 5350 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario 

October 4, 2015 

Life at St. George’s 

 Ascetic improvements ; we’re beginning to live in our 

space and make it feel like home 

 Resurrected the newcomers ministry with a recent 

newcomers lunch for over 20 people 

 Intentional neighbourhood ministry & presence  

 Out of the Cold in partnership with Mosaic 

 Faith formation sessions including the upcoming parish 

retreat and “Food for the Body and Soul”  

 

Wow … definitely lots to celebrate and give thanks to God 

for. There is life and Spirit very much alive here at St. 

George on Yonge.  Before we consider the challenges 

before us, we need to acknowledge and appreciate the joy 

and delight of what is happening in our life together. 

From the Incumbent’s Desk… 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Blessings as we mark the passage from of seasons, into fall that is so amazing, fruitful and beautiful. 
 

Happy anniversary!!  On September 1, we marked the second anniversary in ministry together. Things aren’t new anymore; 
we know each other better; and yet transition continues because things are always in flux and change is always inevitable. 
This brings both joy and stress. Thank God for the guiding of the Holy Spirit as we continue to seek to discern who we are 
called to be and the ministry we are called to do in our life together. There’s no way as church that we could do it on our 
own, nor should we. 
 

Yesterday I met with Bishop Patrick Yu for my review. I appreciated the opportunity to reflect honestly and intentionally 
and to be affirmed and supported in my appointment by him as the incumbent here at St. George on Yonge. I’d like to 
share with you some of what came to light for me in terms of what God has accomplished with and through us, and what 
challenges lay ahead of us. 
 

First, our accomplishments … 
 A team ministry who work together and support each other 

 Thriving and growing Mandarin ministry  

 Jazz Knights that are attracting a substantial response from the wider community 

 An appreciation of music ministry that is diverse and meets a variety of tastes 

 Variety in liturgy including how we use our worship space and the style and content of our worship  

 Varying preaching styles including Lay presentations 

 A renewed web site and presence on social media through Facebook  

 An increasing desire for fellowship events such as the upcoming Harvest Thanksgiving dinner  

 Our commitment to the “Joyful Giving” stewardship initiative led by a strong team of lay leaders 

 Our recent NCD survey  
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What are some of the challenges in our ministry over the 
past year and moving forward … 
 Personality clashes between individuals and at times 

with me as incumbent 

 Our finances and an increasing deficit. The expenses are 

lower than budget, but our receipts are not at the level 

we had hoped, in particular our offerings which must be 

the primary source of revenue  

 How long can we maintain the current staffing level. We 

need to live within our means 

 We are not re-gaining the resources we had before the 

build in terms of people and finances 

 Ongoing building issues … elevator, garage door, a flood, 

leaking in ceiling, boiler, the front sign  

 I think that people are still tired from the building 

process  

 The number of volunteers given that people busy and 

preoccupied with work and family obligations  

 The number of children in our Sunday school has 

declined 

 We have 2 Sunday school teachers and no financial 

resources to hire a children’s ministry co-ord  

 We have had a significant number of deaths, and can 

anticipate more in the coming years.  
 

What do I take away from all of this? First, I celebrate what 

God is doing here at St. George’s. We are very blessed, and 

we can never forget that reality or take it for granted. Let’s 

give thanks for what we do have, for who is here, and for 

what people are able to do. These are all gifts from God! 
 

Second, although things may seem very challenging, 

especially financially, we are a people of hope, faith and 

trust. God does provide; I’ve seen it and experienced many 

times in the past, and I expect it and anticipate it into the 

future. While being attentive and prudent, we can’t lose 

that hope and faith, otherwise what does that say about 

who we are and what we believe as followers of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Third, we need to always be attentive to how we treat one 

another, especially when we don’t agree. This includes how 

we talk to or about each other; any correspondence, 

including and especially using e-mail. People have been hurt 

and abused in ways that aren’t appropriate. Disagreements 

will happen; it’s what we do with them, how we deal with 

them, and what we learn from them that is most important.    
 

To build “loving Relationships” by how we treat each 

other is extremely important. A favourite biblical 

passage of mine comes from Ephesians, “speaking the 

truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him 

who is the head, into Christ …” Remember what Jesus 

asks of us in John 15: 12, “Love one another as I have 

loved you.”  May that love of Christ be evident in how 

we treat each other with respect and as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.   
 

Finally, we all need to contribute to a growing and 

healthy spirit rather than focussing on what we feel is 

negative. With each of us investing in what is positive, 

more positive and more energy will be generated. And I 

believe that is God’s’ call to us. Yes, we have to deal 

with and pay attention to the challenges; but perhaps 

instead we can look at them as opportunities that will 

eventually become blessings.  
 

These are my thoughts. I hope that you will share your 

thoughts with me: what you think; your joys of being 

part of St. George’s; your hopes for the future; your 

concerns; your disappointments. Set up a time with me 

to go for coffee. I’d like to hear from you. That’s how 

we grow in our relationships with one another as we 

serve God in this common ministry here at St. George 

on Yonge. 
 

There are stresses as the church of today, but with 

God’s help and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will 

have the grace and the wisdom to address them and 

move on from them. God’s will is for a healthy and 

vibrant church here at St. George’s. How can we each 

contribute to that in a way that upholds our faith, hope 

and trust, in our relationships with God and with each 

other? Remember, “God’s power working through us 

can do more than we can ask or imagine!” Thanks be to 

God!! 
 

Blessings on you and on our life together, 
 

Mark  
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Administrators of Religious Institutions Gather 
by Craig Gustafson 

 

In fall 2014, Sister Connie shared some information with me that she received at a clergy conference.  I had long 
thought that there needed to be a similar day for people who work in administrative roles within parishes.  We 
approached Mark with the idea, and the three of us quickly began thinking about putting together a 
retreat/professional development day.  We prepared and sent out a survey to administrators we knew personally, 
asking them where would be a good place to hold the event and what topics would interest them, as well as some 
questions to help us pick a date. 
 

We soon decided to hold the event at The Sisterhood of St. John the Divine.  Based upon the responses we received 
and the availability of SSJD, we chose Friday, June 5, 2015 and we began advertising in December on the Diocesan 
Bulletin Board.  In terms of possible topics, two themes emerged:  reflection on spirituality and relationships, and 
skill development.  For our first gathering (hoping that others would follow), we decided to focus on spirituality and 
relationships, as this is our area of expertise.  We were amazed and ecstatic to receive forty registrations, and thirty-
six people attended the retreat.  Participants come from different denominations.  Some worship and work at the 
same church.  Others work and worship in different churches, and some worship and work in different 
denominations. 
 

Mark, who has a keen interest in facilitation, led two sessions.  The first, “Where Are You in the Story as a Parish 
Administrator?” encouraged us to reflect upon the questions, “Which piece of the puzzle are you in the puzzle of the 

St. George Church School Calendar 

The Church school welcomes children in two classes – 3-5 year 
olds with Kathy Baillie assisted by Debbie, and 6 – 12 year olds 
with Geoff Clennett.  We start all together and then split into our 
classes.  We welcome Jen to our teaching team who is being 
trained and going through the process to become a teacher.  And 
we also welcome Leonard as the staff liaison.  For parents of the 
little ones under 3 years of age, the nursery area with a change 
table, rocking chair and toys will be available for their use.  
Anyone interested in joining our teaching team please speak to 
Geoff. 
 

October 4th - Regular Church school classes 
October 11th –teachers are away, all children in the main service 
October 18th - AAAWE Service, all children in the main service 
October 25th - Regular Church school classes  
November 1st – Regular Church school classes 
November 8th – Regular Church school classes 
November 15th – AAAWE Service, all children in the main service 
November 22nd - Regular Church school classes 
November 28th – Saturday, drop in event (more details to follow) 
November 29th – Advent begins – Group class together 
December 6th – second week of Advent – in regular classes 
December 13th - AAAWE Service, regular classes 
December 20th – Fourth week of Advent – in regular class groups 
December 27th – Regular Church school classes   
 
 

 

 
First Annual St. George on Yonge 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Saturday October 24 

 
Tickets:  Adults $15  

Children (under 12): $10 
 

Prepared by a chef with support from a 
team of parishioners ... turkey, dressing, 
potatoes, vegetables, cranberry sauce 
and of course pie for dessert.  

 
You don’t want to miss out … so get your 
tickets … they’re going fast … See Roshni 
at 8 am, Sherwin & Jean at 10:30 or 
contact the church office. 
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church?” and “What’s your role in faithfully living out your part of the story?”  The second, “Finding Your Purpose in 
the Chaos,” raised the questions, “What part do you play in the chaos?” and “What is your ministry in the midst of 
chaos?” and “How do you find and claim your centre in the midst of chaos?”  After each talk, participants had the 
opportunity to think about these questions, either individually or in groups.  As Mark observed, “Parish 
administrators have an important ministry that often is out of their own sense of vocation.  Their gifts need to be 
nurtured, and especially their sense of spirituality given the many demands and expectations placed upon them.  
That’s what this day was meant to be:  a retreat, a time away for renewal, re-focusing, and re-energising for the 
busyness of day to day routines.” 
 

Connie, who is passionate about listening and watching for the Word of God in films, led a film discussion session.  
We viewed The North Avenue Irregulars, a 1979 Walt Disney motion picture.  A Presbyterian church in a suburban 
community welcomes its new pastor, who is eager to encourage participation in the ministries of the church by all 
members of the congregation.  He makes one parishioner the chair of the church’s emergency fund, but her husband 
places it on a bet in an illegal gambling scheme.  With the initiative of the town treasury department, a group of 
ladies from the church set out to secure the return of their money and close down the gambling operation.  In the 
midst of all this action, one of the main characters is Anne Woods, whose father was the former pastor who retired.  
Anne is the church secretary and the choir director.  Of course she is also a member of the congregation, and she 
struggles with her various roles within the place of worship to which she is dedicated.  This is an excellent film for 
parishioners to watch, as it gives insights into some of the challenges faced by church staff in their work and ministry.  
We discussed several questions in small groups following the film. 
 

Other highlights of the day included opening and closing worship, participation in the noon Eucharist, and lunch with 
the Sisters.  As part of the group’s worship, we sang four hymns.  The group produced a glorious sound.  The group 
could be the making of a good choir, either for services or concerts.  Connie noted, “It was a privilege to host such a 
talented, creative group of administrators whose Christian faith is lived out compassionately in a very demanding 
context.” 
 

We had a chance to give feedback at the end of the day, and participants indicated what topics they would like to 
consider at future events.  To that end, seven people came forward to form a group to plan future events. 
I would like to express my thanks to Mark and Connie, not only for their leadership at the retreat, but also for their 
support and encouragement during the planning process; the Sisters for their hospitality, generosity, and flexibility 
for our retreat; Frisca Ozorio, the Guest House Administrator, who helped us with the logistics of the day; the 
parishes who prayed for our retreat; the Diocese of Toronto for helping us promote the event; and especially the 
thirty-six administrators who attended; their presence and participation made the day a great delight, and I will 
cherish the memories of the day. 

 
Photo by Michael Hudson 
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 Are you on facebook??  

 St. George on Yonge is there too!! 

 

 Be sure to look us up and “like” us at … 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgeonyonge 
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Joyful Giving 2015 
 

The Joyful Giving Initiative will be instituted this fall 
with a process that will involve a number of people 
and should prove enjoyable for all participants. The 
Joyful Giving Initiative is a Diocese designed process 
with the goal of increasing congregational awareness 
of the needs for Time, Talent and Treasure to support 
ministry goals. 
 

We kicked off our fall Initiative with a focus on time 
and talent.  On Sunday, September 20th we held a 
Ministry Fair in the lower hall during coffee hour 
immediately following the 10:30 am service.  The 
Ministry Fair was an opportunity for various groups to 
tell interested parishioners, and potential volunteers, 
more about the activities of their respective groups. 
Many thanks to Ann-Marie for organizing the fair for 
us.   
 

On Monday, November 2nd we will launch our Parish 
Relay.  The Parish Relay consists of personal, 
confidential requests being physically passed by 
parishioners, from household to household, under the 
leadership of Route Managers who will monitor and 
coordinate the process among each ‘team’. Each 
parishioners will be asked to complete and return of a 
confidential Intention Card identifying gifts of time, 
talent and treasure outlining a financial commitment 
for the coming year as well as identifying areas of 
interest regarding the many and varied possibilities to 
become involved here at St. George on Yonge. 
 

The Parish Relay runs over a short timeframe, with 
completion planned for Commitment Sunday on 
November 22nd.  This Relay approach is a variation on 
the previously used visitation theme.  Members of the 
parish meet and pass a package of stewardship 
information and commitment cards along a route of 
six to ten households within close proximity to each 

other, with oversight by a Route Manager who starts 
the process, monitors each package’s progress and 
collects the package at the end of the route. We will 
be running information sessions for Route Managers 
in October to provide them with details of their 
involvement and we hope that you will agree to 
participate if approached by a Committee member.   
 

The Envelope secretary will be the only individual who 
will be allowed to see the physical contents of any of 
the returned packages.  
 

As well, there are a number of individuals who will 
also be asked to share their experiences with fellow 
parishioners over the coming months. 
 

The Stewardship Committee will oversee the Joyful 
Giving Initiative this year.  We appreciate your help, 
and support, for this activity. 
 

Doug Heyes 
Stewardship Committee Chair 
 

Leadership 2015 
 

Incumbent The Rev. Canon Mark Kinghan 
 

Assistant Curate The Rev. Leonard Leader 
 

Honorary Associate The Rev. Canon Sister Constance 
Joanna Gefvert, SSJD 

 

Associate, Mandarin Ministry Morning Wang 
 

Organist & Director of Music   Michael Leach 
 

Parish Administrator Craig Gustafson 
 

Custodian Philip Ikhuoria 
 

Churchwardens 
People’s Warden Max Wynter 
Rector’s Warden Aili Maki 
 

Interim Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator   Geoff Clennett 
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George’sLife at St. 
George’s 

  
 

Tuesday October 13, 27 and November 10 
 

A light dinner at 6:00 pm followed by a time for faith formation at 7:00 
pm as we reflect on “Turning to Christ” 
 

The cost:  
$13 for the course book & contribution to cover the cost of dinner 

 

Week 1 … Do you turn to Christ? 
Week 2 … Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
  Do you believe in his Son Jesus Christ? 
  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
Week 3 …  Do you repent your sins? Do you renounce evil? 
 

Hope you can join this time of reflection, discussion and learning 
together 

 

 
Food for the 

Body and Soul 

Put Your Old Milk Bags To Good Use 
 

    
 
- We Use Them To Make Sleeping 
Mats For Families In Developing 
Countries:   
Tattianna Pompey-Happi is collecting 
milk bags as part of her community 
service for the “All Miss Canadian 
Pageant,” in which she is currently 
competing.  She chose this project as 
a way to help other children.  She 
hopes to collect 5,000 bags.   
 
Please save them and give them to 
Tattianna.  Please speak to Tattianna 
or Collene for more information.  
Please feel free to pass this request 
onto your friends and family. 
 

Prayer Network at St. George on Yonge 

 
Prayer has always been an important ministry here at St. George on Yonge. The prayer group has met faithfully and 
built a solid foundation for requests of petition and thanksgiving. To build on that tradition of the past, we are 
starting a “Prayer Network” here at St. George on Yonge. In some places this is known as a prayer chain, usually 
involving a few individuals who are committed to the ministry of prayer. 
 
Here’s how it will work … parishioners are asked to contact Mark or Leonard with requests which will in turn be 
passed along to the various members of the prayer network. They in turn will include these petitioins as part of their 
own prayer time. 
 
If you yourself are interested in being part of the prayer network, please speak to Mark. It is a privilege and sacred 
trust to be part of this ministry. Confidentiality will be assured. 
  

“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving  
let your requests be made known to God.” 

Philippians 4: 6 
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Announcements 

           
Food Bank Sunday are October 11, November 8 
(the second Sunday of each month) and we will try 
to fill the cart in the Narthex.  The cart will be 
presented at the Altar along with the offerings that 
day as a symbol of our gift in reaching out to the 
hungry in our community.  Donations will be 
appropriately distributed by the Outreach 
Committee.  When you are shopping over the next 
couple of weeks, remember to pick up some non-
perishable canned goods.  Remember Jesus said, 
“When you did it for the least of these, you did it for 
me.” 

 

 
Community Bazaar and Craft Sale:   
Saturday, October 17, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Plan to come and help – all hands will be needed!  If 
you know what you would like to do at the sale, sign 
up now so you can have first choice!  Now is the time 
to clean out closets, work on handcrafts or make 
jams or jellies.  We are also looking for items for our 
raffle and silent auction, as well as additional 
vendors and community organisations who would 
like to take part.  Contact Lorraine Baillie at 
lbaillie@rogers.com or (905) 881-1465 or speak to 
Geraldine Sperling if you have any questions or 
suggestions. 
 

Your Help Is Needed!  We need everyone to step up 
and volunteer to be part of the upcoming event.  
Sign up after the service or at the Ministry Fair to let 
the organisers know that everything will be covered.  
We need help with:  gathering sale items and 
bringing them to the church, setting up on the Friday 
night, preparing sandwiches for the lunch room, 
baking, taking shifts at a station, helping in the lunch 
room, greeting and security, and the list goes on . . .  
Please contact Lorraine Baillie at (905) 881-1465 or 
lbaillie@rogers.com if you do not get a chance to 
sign up after a service. 

Fergie’s Knights:  Come join the Knights on 
the 4th Thursday every month.  The longest journey 
begins with just one small step.  Take that first step 
and join Fergie’s Knights for spirited conversation, a 
cold beverage, and great food this month at the 
“Frog & Firkin” (4854 Yonge Street, across from the 
Sheppard Centre on Yonge Street).  The next dates 
are October 22 and November 26. 
 

1st Annual Parish Thanksgiving Dinner:  Saturday, 
October 24 – dinner served at 6:00 p.m.  Turkey, 
mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy, vegetables, 
cranberry sauce, assorted pies for dessert.  Adults 
$15; Children under 12 $10; Children under 5 free.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 

All Souls Service:  Wednesday, November 4 at 10:00 
a.m. and 7:30 p.m.  During this service we will name 
those known to us who have died during the past 
year, as well as other names we have been given.  
You are invited to write the names of loved ones in 
a book in the Narthex; it will be available soon.  We 
encourage you to bring a flower to place in memory 
of your loved one. 
 

Did You Know?  Bulletins along with recordings of the 
service (sermons and announcements) are available on 
our website on the “Worship Schedule” page.  If you 
cannot make it to the service, we hope you will feel 
connected to us via these tools! 
 

The Altar Flower Request Form is available from the 
Ushers.  If you would like flowers placed, please 
complete the form and place on the offertory plate 
or mail to the office in an envelope with a donation 
at least 2 weeks in advance.  Suggested donation is 
$50.  Thank you. 
 

Please remember that we strive to keep our 
building a seafood- and nut-sensitive environment.  
For the safety of our children, and the children in the 
daycare, please remember to refrain from bringing 
food that contains peanuts, tree nuts, fish, and 
seafood into the building.  Thank you. 
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It’s hard to believe that we’re at that point of looking to the fall and what will be happening at St. 
George.  There are many opportunities for worship, spiritual growth, and fun and fellowship.  Mark 
your calendars now and watch for further details.  It’s going to be a good fall and you don’t want to 
miss any of it.  Remember to invite your family and friends too! 
 

Mark 

October to December 2015 
Dates to note 

October 
 

3 Fall Retreat … SSJD; The Most Rev. Terence Finlay; “Sacrament of the Moment” … Thanksgiving and gratitude 
4 “Spirit of Invitation” Sunday 
11 Harvest Thanksgiving 
13 “Food for Body & Soul” … Simple dinner at 6:00 p.m.; followed by reflection on “Fresh Look at Baptism … 

What does it mean today? 
17 Community Bazaar and Craft Sale:  10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
18 AAAWE:  St. Luke; Healing with anointing; Neighbourhood Prayer Walk for Healing & Wholeness 
24 Parish Thanksgiving Dinner … catered turkey dinner 
27 “Food for Body & Soul” … Simple dinner at 6:00 p.m.; followed by reflection on “Fresh Look at Baptism … 

What does it mean today? 
 

November 
 

1 All Saint’s Day … Baptism 
4 All Soul’s Service … 10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Communion & remembrance of those who have died 
8 Remembrance Day … Act of Remembrance included in liturgy 
10 “Food for Body & Soul” … Simple dinner at 6:00 p.m.; followed by reflection on “Fresh Look at Baptism … 

What does it mean today? 
13-14 Diocesan Synod 
15 AAAWE … Intergenerational Worship (including Sunday school); Instructed Eucharist 
22 Reign of Christ 
 

December 
 

2 Candlelight Eucharist … 7:30 p.m. with Advent reflection 
9 Candlelight Eucharist … 7:30 p.m. with Advent reflection 
16 Candlelight Eucharist … 7:30 p.m. with Advent reflection 
20 Carol Singing … 6:00 p.m. on front steps to invite people in 

Christmas Party … 6:30 p.m. with cider and finger foods 
Lessons & Carols Service … 7:30 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve 
10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve Day Communion (for those who find it difficult to come out in the evening) 
  7:00 p.m. Family Communion Service 
  8:00 p.m. Visit to local emergency services 
10:00 p.m. “Nearly Midnight” Communion 

25 Christmas Day … 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Communion 
 

Watch for details on . . .        Jazz Knights       Family Advent/Christmas event   Special events for 
Joyful Stewards programme 

Page 8 Page 6  Life at St. 
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An Update from the Wardens 

By Aili Maki and Maxwell Wynter 
 
Your Wardens have worked through the summer 
ensuring that the work of the church continued 
even as many of us took a needed summer break.  
Some items that were discussed at our September 
meeting include:  
Whether or not to pursue the Ministry Allocation 
Funds grant – the diocese will not fund a deficit, 
and our current financial projections are showing 
a significant shortfall. 
 
Ongoing work with the insurance company to deal 
with repairs to the building after the flood in June. 
 
Having St. George’s pay the cost of lay-anointer’s 
training, rather than having the trainees 
themselves cover this expense.  Doug, Leonard 
and Raj are all now trained lay –anointers, able to 
bring sacraments of healing to the sick and home-
bound in our parish.  This means we now have a 
team of four (including Margie) doing this 
important ministry. 
 
Addressing the results of the Natural Church 
Development Survey.  This survey measures 
aspects of our church life that affect our potential 
for growth in membership.  Every 2-3 years a 
group of parishioners is selected to represent the 
parish and do the survey.  The most recent survey 
was conducted on 26 April 2015.  The results are 
briefly summarized in the graph below.  One can 
consider the scores to be staves in the barrel.  The 
shortest stave is what limits the ability of the 
barrel to hold water.  Here the barrel represents 
our capacity for growth, and the lowest score is 
what limit our potential growth. 

 

 
 
A focus group gathered in May to discuss the 
results, from which the themes of new-comer 
welcome, trust, and building relationships in 
community emerged as areas that we should focus 
on for the com ing year.  During our September 
meeting, David Krause (our NCD coach) facilitated 
the leadership team to develop two action plan 
items that will inform how we make decisions and 
grow in who we are as the body of Christ in 
community together. These are not programs, but 
rather overarching guiding principles to be 
developed and considered in all we do and the 
plans we make.  Think of them as a “mission 
statement” for the coming year. 
 

 We will always strive to make room to 

share and listen in order to get to know 

each other better as brothers and sisters in 

Christ 
 

 In the Spirit of Christ, we will engage and 

include everyone in all we do as a parish 

community (i.e. young and senior, long 

time member and newcomer). 
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Daylight Saving Time Ends:  Sunday, November 1.   
 
Please remember to set your clocks back one hour before you 
go to bed on Saturday. 
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Collene’s “More than Gold” 
Experience 
 

It was such a pleasure to serve the public. 
People were thankful and appreciative. It 
was simply refreshing to be complimented 
for doing something as simple as giving the 
single free gift from God. 

 

 During the time I was serving the public I was told that each 
cup of water given five people have prayed for that person. I 
was given hugs which touched me very much and was 
constantly thanked and told how important it was that we 
were there. I had the opportunity to hear prayers and listen 
to people's journey to Canada for the games and their 
different experiences and how important it was to see that 
we took the time to share Gods gifts of friendship, love, 
peace, caring and sharing. As several people jokes we were 
providing a vital service to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

 I felt truly blessed to be a part of such amazing work of 
selfless giving. It was truly amazing.  
 

Federal Election… Spiritual 
as much as Political 

 
I was recently asked by a parishioner how I intend 
to vote in the upcoming election, which political 
party I support. It would be inappropriate for me 
to have that conversation. However, I have no 
issue with reminding us that the opportunity to 
participate in an election process is a freedom and 
privilege that far too many are denied in our 
world. It is a right that none of us should ever take 
for granted. I encourage all us to exercise that 
right and freedom, whatever our political 
allegiance. 
 
I would also encourage us to enter into this 
process integrating our faith and spirituality. Pray 
about the election process … for the candidates 
running; for integrity in how leaders of the parties 
campaign and how they treat one another; to be 
aware of the various issues being discussed; to 
think about the needs of all people, including the 
poor, the disenfranchised and the vulnerable. 
 
Here are two resources you might find useful over 
the coming month leading up to the election on 
October 26: 
 
A resource developed by our National Church … 
http://www.anglican.ca/publicwitness/election20
15/resource/ 
 
This prayer from the BAS … 
 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the 
leaders of our land, that we may be a people at 
peace among ourselves and a blessing to other 
nations of the earth. Help us elect trustworthy 
leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the 
general welfare, and thus serve you faithfully in 
our generation to the honour of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

http://www.anglican.ca/publicwitness/election2015/resource/
http://www.anglican.ca/publicwitness/election2015/resource/
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Faith on Film and Television 
by Craig Gustafson 

 
Just the Ten of Us (1988 – 1990, 3 seasons, 47 episodes).  
Starring Bill Kirchenbauer, Deborah Harmon, Heather 
Langenkamp, Jamie Luner, Brooke Theiss, JoAnn Willette, 
Matt Shakman, Heidi Zeigler. 

Graham T. Lubbock (affectionately known as “Coach 
Lubbock” by his students) was the English teacher at Mike 
and Carol’s high school in New York (Growing Pains, 1985 
– 1992, 7 seasons, 166 episodes).  Graham also directed 
the annual school play, where Mike discovered his love 
for acting.  Graham cares deeply about his students, but 
has difficulty expressing his feelings.  In the episodes 
“How the West Was Won” (parts 1 & 2), Mike and a 
friend erroneously learn that Graham has been fired.  
Then they discover that Graham has a wife, Elizabeth, and 
they have seven children (five girls and two boys) with 
one more on the way.  Of course they had no idea about 
Graham’s family situation.  They arrange a sit-in at the 
school to protest Graham’s termination.  As it turns out, 
Graham was to be let go at the end of the school year, 
but because of the publicity following the sit-in, the 
school decides to terminate his employment immediately.  
Graham receives a job offer in California, and after 
considering the family’s options, decides to accept the 
position. 

Just the Ten of Us begins when the Lubbock family arrives 
in their new home.  Graham has accepted a teaching 
position at a Catholic boys’ school, but by special 
arrangement the girls are allowed to enrol as well.  We 
quickly learn that Graham and Elizabeth are devoted 
Catholics and try to instil their faith in their children 
through example. 

The series includes storylines about the family trying to 
make ends meet, the girls becoming a singing a group, the 
difficulty in growing up in a large family, and of course 
sibling rivalry.  This show is an excellent series about a 
family of faith living in a secular world.  One of the most 
touching episodes is “Highway to Heaven;” the eldest 
considers joining a convent. 

The network cancelled this series after only two full 
seasons and one partial season.  I presumed at the time 
that it was because it was not very popular since it was 
about a Catholic family.  I read recently, however, that it 
was one of the most popular shows at the time.  
Unfortunately, the network moved it around in its 
broadcast schedule before cancelling the show. 

In recent years I have come to realise the power in the 
consumer, or in this case, the audience member.  I was in 
junior high when this series originally aired, and it would not 
have occurred to me that what I liked and watched mattered.  
Therefore I never thought writing a letter to the network 
might encourage the management to reconsider the decision.  
This show was syndicated for a brief time following its 
cancellation.  I have not seen the show since then; I have 
written this article from what I remember about the series, 
and a few articles that I have found on the internet.  I wish I 
could remember more. 

Do you remember enjoying this show?  Or has what I have 
written here made you want to discover the show?  Will you 
join with me in writing to the production company to request 
the series be available on DVD?  Warner Home Video Inc., 
4000 Warner Boulevard, Burbank CA, 91522. 

Poetry Café 
On Friday, September 25, about 20 people gathered to 
share poetry and fellowship at our first Poetry Café. This 
was an initiative of the Neighbourhood Ministry team and 
included parishioners as well as other members of the 
community. Poems and short stories were read and recited 
in the atmosphere of the chapel. Then the fellowship 
continued in the narthex with dessert and coffee, with 
enjoyable background music. The response was very 
positive and we look forward to making this a regular 
event. Next Poetry Café will be on October 30th. 

 

 
 

 



St. George on Yonge Anglican Church  416 225-1922 

  
 

 

Community Notices  
Yonge Churchill Child Care Centre:  Before and after school programmes are available!  Please see the flyer on the 
Welcome Desk for contact information. 
 
Yonge-Churchill Nursery Programme:  Beginning September 14, Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Programme closed on P.A. days, School Holidays, and Statutory Holidays. 
Ages:  2½ – 5 years     Cost:  $30     Contact:  (416) 221-4747     Spaces Limited!! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out on December 6, 2015 

Deadline is Sunday, November 22, 2015 at 3:42 p.m.   
Email articles to the editor:  Kathy Baillie at fambail@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

REMEMBER, 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT ST. GEORGE ON YONGE CHURCH 
 

“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,  
with one another, and with our community.” 

 
5350 Yonge Street, North York 

  

  

  

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgesToronto.ca 

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgeonYonge.ca  

Services 
 

Sunday   8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist (BAS 1962) 
 10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist (BAS)   /   3rd Sunday of the month (AAAWE) 
 12:00 noon Mandarin Fellowship 

 

BAS 1962 (Book of Alternate Services) uses the 1962 rite which is the traditional language as in the BCP 
(Book of Common Prayer) 
 

BAS (Book of Alternate Services) uses contemporary, inclusive-language 
 

AAAWE (Amazing, Awesome, Alternate Worship Experience) is a Communion service that is more informal 
with alternative music and prayers 
 

Mandarin Fellowship is offered on the 2nd Floor.  We hope our Mandarin Fellowship can be a “harbour for 
love,” where we seek truth together, while experiencing and receiving the abundant grace of God. 

 

 

衷心欢迎您来到圣乔治堂大家庭。我们的国语团契每周日中午12点在教会二楼举行主日灵修聚

会。盼望国语团契可以成为一个爱的港湾，在这里我们一起寻求上帝的真理，一起经历上帝的同

在，一起领受上帝的恩典。 
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