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From the Incumbent’s Desk… 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings! My how things change in our world, and how those changes impact us whether we have any 
input into them or not. But what doesn’t change ever, is God and God’s blessing upon us. May we always 
hold on to that hope and truth that is at the center of who we are and all we do. 
 

As I write this, we will be entering into the liturgical season of Advent. This is the beginning of another 
church year and is the reminder of the passage of time and the story of faith that always intersects with our 
lives in our time. Advent is about watching and waiting; it is about anticipation; it is about a promise of light 
and hope; it is about Emmanuel, God with us. The themes of Advent are timeless and always relevant; they 
speak truths that invite us to look forward into the future with a sense of joyful hope that God is up to 
something wonderful and inspiring which we are asked to join in. 
 

One thing I often think of as Advent approaches is that we live in the in-between times, which isn’t always 
the easiest place to find ourselves. Jesus Christ was born into this world of ours, and we believe that Jesus 
Christ will come again with glory to usher in a new way of being, the kingdom of God.  
 

Although some have predicted and guessed when exactly that might happen, no one knows for certain. In 
Matthew’s gospel, Jesus said, ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father.’ And he went on to say how important it was to have eyes, ears and hearts 
open and ready as we watch and wait and pray. Quite frankly, I wouldn’t want to know the timing! I’m 
content to leave that to God and do what I can in the moment of now to be prepared myself and to help 
others be prepared too. 
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Life at St. George’s 

 

In a few weeks, we will celebrate again that wonderful season of 
Christmas as we rejoice in the gift of the Incarnation. God chose 
to come among us, to become one of us, and in that to 
experience the fullness of what it means to live a human life with 
all the struggles, stresses and anxiety that means. The birth of 
that child marks the beginning of God revealing His kingdom to us 
with the invitation that we become part of building it and 
contributing to its growth even in our own time.  
 

Let’s look at a few scriptural passages that speak of the reality of 
the kingdom in our midst now … 
 

 In Matthew, John the Baptist said to the crowds around 

him … ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

 

 In Mark chapter 1, after John the Baptist had been 

arrested, Jesus is quoted as proclaiming … ‘The time is 
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fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near; repent, and believe in the 

good news.’  
 

 In Luke 17: 20-21, we’re told … “Once 

Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when 

the kingdom of God was coming, and he 

answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not 

coming with things that can be 

observed; nor will they say, “Look, here 

it is!” or “There it is!” For, in fact, the 

kingdom of God is among you.’ 

 
The kingdom of God is not just something in the 
future; it is the here and now as well. When we 
look around us and witness all the tragedy and 
atrocity in the world, it’s difficult to recognize 
the kingdom of God as it exists today. Yes, it is a 
compromised vision that is shrouded in grief, 
hatred, violence, war, discrimination, and an 
ever long list of realities so many today endure. 
 
But we do get glimpses of the kingdom of God 
too and we are invited to help in that promise 
of hope and justice becoming a reality as much 
as it can in our time. We are not called to be 
passively waiting; we are called by God to be 
actively participating. To be sure we can’t bring 
the kingdom to its fullest fruition; but we can do 
what we are able with the opportunities that 
open before us. And those invitations are there; 
all we have to do is respond and be faithful 
using the gifts and faith God has blessed us 
with. 
 
So, how do we do that, you ask. We treat others 
with respect, even when we disagree with them 
or their views; we do what we can for those in 
greatest need, even though we can’t wipe out 
completely on our own poverty and 
homelessness; we speak up when we see 
people being discriminated against, saying it is 
wrong; we hold authorities accountable for 

promises to seek and work for justice for all 

 
people and especially those whose voice is 
compromised or not heard on their own. We 
can and need to stand with our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters, the LGBTQ2 community, 
the homeless, those suffering from mental 
health illness, the addicted in our society, 
those who are abused, and all others who are 
so often neglected or marginalized by the 
society we live in. Our voice and our actions 
can make a difference. Our faith inspires us to 
use that hope we have been blessed with to 
build one brick at a time the reality of the 
kingdom of God in the here and now. So, let’s 
accept the opportunity whenever that 
opportunity presents itself. 
We do live in between times and we have a 
mandate and responsibility to continue in the 
work and ministry Jesus himself began. We can 
long for the “good old days” of the past; we 
can hope for and anticipate the promise of the 
“joy and peace” that is yet to come. But for 
now, let’s live in the moment of now, the very 
present. Let’s be the advent people we are 
called to be and all because we’ve had that 
glimpse of the kingdom through the 
incarnation, the gift of Emmanuel, God here 
with us. 
 
Friends, I encourage you to take these next 
weeks of Advent and spiritually prepare 
yourself for that wonderful celebration of 
Christmas. There is a lot that happens in our 
lives and many expectations these next week’s 
place upon us. Let’s remember in all of that 
though what we are preparing for. Be sure to 
make time for God as we prepare again to 
receive this great and awesome and 
mysterious gift of the Christ child. 
 
Blessings in your time of preparation and 
anticipation. 
 

Mark  
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 Are you on facebook??  

 St. George on Yonge is there too!! 

 

 Be sure to look us up and “like” us at … 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgeonyonge 
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Christmas Eve visit to 
emergency workers… 
 

     
 

Due to our current financial situation, our budget 
cannot accommodate the cost of the sandwiches 
and cookies we have taken over the past 3 years 
to the fire, police and ambulance people who are 
working on Christmas Eve. We would still like to 
continue this important ministry of outreach to 
our neighborhood. 
 
Kathy Baillie has volunteered to oversee all that 
needs to happen for this ministry to continue.  
Individuals are needed to donate sandwiches and 
other goodies that will be made into trays to take 
to the emergency workers after the Christmas 
Eve 7:00 service.     
 

 
 
Please speak to Kathy after the Sunday services 
or email her at fambail@hotmail.com if you can 
assist us with this.  This is good work and we 
hope it can continue. 

The Archbishop’s Levee: 
 
at the Cathedral Church of St. James, 65 Church 
Street (at King Street), on Sunday, January 1.  Join 
Archbishop Johnson and the College of Bishops to 
offer best wishes and Prayers for the New Year. 
 

2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Levee 

3:30 p.m.  Concert 
4:00 p.m.  Choral Evensong with 

presentations of the Order of 
the Diocese of Toronto 

 

A member of St. George will be receiving the 
Order.  All are welcome. 

Bishop Yu’s final visit with us, before his 
retirement, will be Sunday January 8th, 2017 at the 
10:30 service. If you are interested in 
Confirmation, Reception or Reaffirmation, please 
contact Mark, Leonard or Morning for further 
information.  

Bishop Yu retires in January 
 
Everyone is invited to a Festive Evensong to 
celebrate and give thanks for Bishop Yu’s ministry 
on Sunday December 11 at 5 pm at St. Andrew’s, 
Victoria Park and Highway 401.  
 
As well, Bishop Yu will be at St. George on Yonge 
on Sunday January 8 for the 10:30 service. Let’s be 
sure to honor him and give thanks for his support 
and encouragement. 

mailto:fambail@hotmail.com
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Stand Up and Be Counted 
 

 
 

The Joyful Giving process that will be repeated 
again this year with a few changes that the 
Stewardship Committee has initiated to make 
the process easier for everyone to take part. 
The Joyful Giving Initiative is a Diocese 
designed process with the goal of increasing 
congregational awareness of the needs for 
Time, Talent and Treasure to support various 
ministry goals. 
 
We kick off our fall Initiative this year at the 
conclusion of the 10:30 service on Sunday 
November 27.  On that day, as a group, we all 
have the opportunity to stand up for St George 
on Yonge and discover how we can all help out 
in supporting the various ministry efforts being 
undertaken.   
 
Each individual, or family present, will have 
the opportunity to get involved in our parish 
and will be asked to make a pledge regarding 
how much they feel that they can contribute 
to life here at the church in 2017. In addition 
we will be making sure that we have everyone 
included on the Parish List at that time so that 
you can all be made aware of upcoming events 
or activities. We will then launch our “Parish 
Relay”, consisting of those members who 
could not attend on the 27th.  The Parish Relay 
consists of individual, confidential requests 
being passed to households, under the 
leadership of Route Managers. Each 
parishioner will be asked to complete and 

Calling all artists…  

 

    
Are you an artist? Are you creative? Do you 
paint, do needlework, write stories or poetry, 
enjoy photography, music and work with fabric 
as well as another medium you enjoy? 
 
I’d like to hear from you about your gift, talent 
and ability. 
 
I wonder, how we can bring these artistic and 
creative elements we enjoy into our ministry 
here at St. George on Yonge. They are part of 
our spirituality. I’d like to explore that with any 
others who might be interested. 
 
Mark 

return their confidential Intention Card 
identifying their gifts of time, talent and 
treasure, including a financial commitment for 
the coming year. As always it is important to 
know that whatever amount you include on your 
pledge is confidential and will be included in 
financial planning by the leadership for 2017. 
The Envelope Secretary will again be the only 
individual who will see the physical contents of 
any of the returned packages.  
 
The Stewardship Committee will oversee the 
Joyful Giving Initiative again this year.  We 
appreciate your help, and support, for this 
activity. 
 

Doug Heyes, Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Ideas for a Holy Advent 
 

Remember that Advent is the period of time in the weeks leading up to Christmas to prepare spiritually 
ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  There are so many secular expectations and activities.  What can 
we do spiritually to prepare us for the journey to Bethlehem to welcome the Christ child? 
 

 When you receive a Christmas card, think of the person and offer a prayer for them as they prepare for 
this holy season; 

 

 Buy an extra gift for a child and drop it off at any of the depots collecting for families in need, and say a 
prayer for the child who will receive it; 

 

 Be aware of what it has meant for you to watch and wait for something; pray that the same approach 
can be yours in the future waiting too; 

 

 Call someone you know for whom this is a difficult time of year, to let them know you are thinking of 
them and praying for them; 

 

 Be part of worship like the candlelight Eucharist to take the time out of busy schedules to “be” and 
receive what God has to offer you. 

 
 
 

 

Advent at St. George on Yonge 
 

Sat., Nov. 26 Advent Quiet Day 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. “Watch and Wait” 
 
Wed., Nov. 30; Communion & Reflection 
Dec. 7 & 14 Quiet, meditative, contemplative 
10:30 a.m. in the Chapel 
 
Wed., Nov. 30; Candlelight Eucharist 
Dec. 7, 14, & 21 Quiet, meditative, contemplative 
7:30 p.m. in the darkness of the Chapel 
 
Sat., Dec. 10 Carol Singing in Demspey Park 
Time TBA 250 Beecroft Road 
 
Wed., Dec. 21 Christmas Communion in  
10:30 a.m. Advance  

For those going away or 
 who find Christmas difficult 
 
 

Christmas at St. George on Yonge 
 

Sat., Dec. 24 Family Christmas Eve Communion 
7:00 p.m. with “Spontaneous Christmas 

Pageant” 

 
 
Sat., Dec. 24 Almost Midnight Christmas Eve 
10:30 p.m. Singing Christmas Carols 
11:00 p.m. Festive Christmas Communion 
 
Sun., Dec. 25 Christmas Day Communion 
10:00 a.m. Quiet in the chapel 
 
Sun., Jan. 1 The Naming of Jesus 
10:00 a.m. Singing favourite Christmas Carols 
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Announcements 
 
Taizé Service:  The first Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m.  Sponsored by the St. George on Yonge 
Mandarin Fellowship.  Bilingual in English & 
Mandarin.  A quiet service of song, prayer, and 
reflection that is meditative and contemplative.  
Upcoming dates are December 1, January 2, 
February 2, and March 2.  Everyone welcome! 

 
Food Bank:  The second Sunday of each month is 
“Food Bank Sunday” and we will try to fill our 
shopping cart.  Upcoming dates are December 11, 
January 8, February 12, and March 12.  The cart will 
be presented at the Altar along with the offerings 
that day as a symbol of our gift in reaching out to 
the hungry in our community.  When you are 
shopping remember to pick up some non-
perishable canned goods.  And remember Jesus 
saying “When you did it for the least of these, you 
did it for me.” 

 
The Altar Flower Request Form is available from 
the Ushers.  If you would like flowers placed, please 
complete the form and place on the offertory plate 
or mail to the office in an envelope with a donation 
at least 2 weeks in advance.  Suggested donation is 
$50.  Thank you. 

 
The Altar Guild will Decorate our Church for the 
Christmas season.  If you wish to contribute for the 
purchase of poinsettias, please complete the “Altar 
Flower Request Form” (which is available from the 
Ushers) and place on the offertory plate in an 
envelope with a donation by Sunday, December 11.  
Thank you. 
 

Pub Knights:  Come join the Knights on the 4th 
Thursday every month.  The longest journey begins 
with just one small step.  Take that first step and join 
the Knights for spirited conversation, a cold 
beverage, and great food at the “Frog & Firkin” 
(4854 Yonge Street, across from the Sheppard 
Centre on Yonge Street).  The next dates are 
December 22, January 26, February 23, and March 
23. 
 
The Church Office will be Closed Saturday, 
December 24 to Monday, January 2 inclusive.  In an 
emergency, please call the church and, when 
prompted, dial “1” to be forwarded to a member of 
the pastoral staff.  You will be able to reach the 
pastoral staff any time – day or night! 
 
Confirmation with Bishop Yu at the 10:30 service on 
January 8.  This will be Bishop Yu’s last visit before 
his retirement.  Please contact Mark, Leonard, or 
Morning for further information. 
 

 
St. George Sunday Children’s Programme takes 
place during the 10:30 a.m. service.  Classes 
available are: 3-5 years old, 6-9 year olds, and 10-12 
year olds.  All children are welcome.  Nursery 
facilities are available for parents use.  Anyone 
interested in joining the teaching team please speak 
to Geoff Clennett or Leonard Leader. 
 
ESL Conversational Classes:  Tuesdays, 12:00 noon – 
2:00 p.m. 
Separate beginner- and intermediate-level sections 
are offered.  No registration needed. 
 
Wednesday Morning Group:  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 
noon.  Join us for refreshments and conversation.  
Topics often include travelogues, seasonal studies, 
and guest speakers.  All are welcome.  Speak to Ann 
Beecham for more information. 
 
Proverbs Class:  Thursdays, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
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Mandarin Bible Study:  Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 
 
2017 Church Calendars are on sale for $5 each 
during Coffee Hour.  Thank you to Doug Heyes and 
Anne & Lorraine Baillie for coordinating sales. 

 
Out-of-the-Cold:  From November to March, we 
provide a place where people can gather so that 
they can be taken to Richmond Hill to 
participate in the Out-of-the-Cold programme.  
The programme requires people to greet 
participants on the following days.  Please let 
Mark know if you are able to help, or for more 
information.  We are looking for 2 people per 
timeslot.  If we have several people, we can 
arrange a rotation so that people can turns, and 
people would not need to commit to every 
evening. 

 Mondays, January 23 to March 27  
 3:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

 Tuesdays, November 22 to March 28   
 3:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

 
Did You Know?  Bulletins along with recordings 
of the service (sermons and announcements) 
are available on our website.  Click on the 
“Latest Sermon” or “The Sermon Archive” links 
on the front page.  Bulletins are available 
through the “Next Service” link on the front 
page; from there you can look at past services.  
If you cannot make it to the service, we hope 
you will feel connected to us via these tools! 
www.stgeorgeonyonge.ca  
 
 
Please remember that we strive to keep our 
building a seafood- and nut-sensitive 
environment.  For the safety of our children, 
and the children in the daycare, please 
remember to refrain from bringing food that 
contains peanuts, tree nuts, fish, and seafood 
into the building.  Thank you. 
 
 

Christmas Communion … in advance! 
 

Are you going to be away with family over 
Christmas? 
Do you find the services of Christmas difficult? 
 
Come out on Wednesday December 21 at 10:30 
am for Christmas communion in advance of 
Christmas.  
 

Community Notices  
 
Yonge Churchill Child Care Centre:  Before and 
after school programmes are available!  Please see 
the flyer on the Welcome Desk for contact 
information. 
 

Free Daily Devotional Books are Available in the 
Library that help readers spend time each day in 
God’s Word. 
Large and Regular Print:  Forward Day by Day is a 
booklet of daily inspirational meditations 
reflecting on a specific Bible passage, chosen from 
the daily lectionary readings as listed in the 
Revised Common Lectionary or the Daily Office 
from the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common 
Prayer.  It is also available via e-mail, cassette, and 
braille.  It is also available in Spanish.  
www.forwardmovement.org/subscriptions.aspx 
Regular Print:  Our Daily Bread is published by RBC 
Ministries.  Each daily thought is designed to draw 
the reader into a closer relationship with Jesus 
Christ and to evoke responses of worship, love, 
trust, and obedience.  It is also available on radio, 
podcast, e-mail, and mobile.  For social 
networking users, it is available on Twitter and 
Facebook.  It is available in more than 40 
languages.  www.odb.org/about 
 

Festival Evensong:  There will be a festival 
evensong held in celebration of Bishop Patrick’s 
ministry on Sunday, December 11 at 5:00 p.m. at 
St. Andrew, Scarborough (2333 Victoria Park Ave).  
All are welcome and invited.  Reception to follow. 

http://www.stgeorgeonyonge.ca/
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Christmas in Popular 
Song 
by Craig Gustafson 
 

 
 
Last Advent, I lead a workshop at my home 
church.  Songwriters of popular music try to 
capture the meaning, joys, and sorrows of 
Christmas.  Some songs are widely known, 
whereas others would only be familiar if you 
knew the singer/songwriter.  In any case, you 
would not hear them sung in a church service.  
In preparation for the Christmas season, we 
listened to some of these songs and discussed 
what the writer is trying to express. 
 
Sisters Connie and Beryl also came, and as a 
result SSJD asked me to lead the annual 
Christmas retreat at the convent this year 
with this theme.  If you are looking for 
something different to celebrate Christmas, 
you may want to consider coming to the 
Convent this year.  For more information and 
to register, contact the Guesthouse at (416) 
226-2201 ext. 305 or guesthouse@ssjd.ca 
 
The retreat fills up pretty quickly every year.  
Call today if you are interested. 
 
 

Wardens Report 

Submitted by Max Winter & Aili Maki  
 
We are about to enter the season that many 
consider to be their favourite in the church year, 
advent. With the crisp air and the anticipation of 
the celebration of Christ's birth with family and 
friends the season brings with it a feeling of warm 
anticipation of a joyful period and the coming 
New Year. It is a season of hope. It is a time of joy.  
 
For us here at St. George this advent will also be a 
time of change as we begin working with the 
administrator appointed by the diocese to help us 
the chart a path out of our financial challenges. 
The hope of advent is also our hope - for our 
parish as we work together to make our church 
sustainable and able to do God's work here at St. 
George. We encourage everyone to contribute to 
the development of a new strategic plan for our 
growth. 
 
We are encouraged by a number of activities 
taking place around us. Our work with the Out of 
the Cold programme, lunch with our clients who 
we support with vouchers and tokens every 
month and our activities in Mel Lastman Square 
and Dempsey Park and refugees are just a few of 
the community activities that we are involved in. 
 
We continue to attract new faces and every 
Sunday we see at least one or two people who are 
visiting for the first or second time. The spirit of 
God is certainly felt in this place. 
 
So, in spite of the challenges we face (and your 
church wardens have had many sleepless nights 
over the last two years) there is much to give us 
hope especially in this season of hope.  
 
We look forward to working with the diocese as 
they take over the administrative reigns of the 
Parish and guide us through the next little while. 
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Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Sunday, March 12, 2017. 
Please remember to set your clocks AHEAD 
one hour before you go to bed on Saturday. 
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Confession 
By Rev. Leonard Leader 

 

The question of confession in an Anglican 
context was raised during a recent Baptismal 
preparation class; and this generated some 
interest in what the church refers to as “the 
reconciliation of a penitent”. 
 
General confession is a standard practice in 
Anglican worship, and for many this is 
expressed during the Eucharist (Book of 
Alternative Services [BAS] pg.191). But 
private confession is also available. 
 
Many recall a time when individual 
confession was a requirement for Holy 
Communion, Confirmation, and other 
sacraments; and there is still some evidence 
of confessional booths in some Anglican 
churches. 
 
Practices vary depending on the specific 
ministry context; some parishes offer the 
opportunity for confession by appointment 
with the clergy, but confessions may be heard 
by the priest or bishop at any time and place. 
However, confidentiality remains a standard 
provision. 
 
“The secrecy of a confession of sin is morally 
absolute for the confessor, and must under 
no circumstances be broken” (BAS pg. 166).  
 
As we “watch and wait” during Advent, may 
we be encouraged to take a fresh look at 
confession as part of our rhythm of life. 
 
(More information may be found in the BAS 
pgs. 166-172) 
 
Rev. Leonard Leader 
Assistant Curate 

 
 
 

 

Hold the date … 

 
 
A member of St. George on Yonge will be honored 
and receive the “Order of Toronto” at the Evensong 
on January 1 at St. James Cathedral. It is in the 
afternoon. The time will be confirmed at a later 
date. The name of that person will be published 
later when they have been notified by Archbishop 
Johnson’s office. I will be there and I hope that some 
from St. George’s will be present as this honor is 
given. 
 
 

Leadership 2016 
 

Incumbent The Rev. Canon Mark Kinghan 
 
Assistant Curate The Rev. Leonard Leader 
 
Honorary Associate The Rev. Canon Sister 

Constance Joanna Gefvert, SSJD 
 
Associate, Mandarin Ministry Morning Wang 
 
Organist & Director of Music Michael Leach 
 
Parish Administrator Craig Gustafson 
 
Custodian Philip Ikhuoria 
 
Churchwardens 
People’s Warden Max Wynter 
Rector’s Warden Aili Maki 
 
Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator   Geoff Clennett 
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REMEMBER, 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT ST. GEORGE ON YONGE CHURCH 
 

“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ,  
with one another, and with our community.” 

 
5350 Yonge Street, North York 

We’re on the Web!  See us at: 
www.StGeorgeonYonge.ca  

Services 

 
Sunday   8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist (BAS 1962) 
   9:00 a.m. Mandarin Fellowship 
 10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist (BAS) 
 3rd Sunday of the month (AAAWE) 

 
BAS 1962 (Book of Alternate Services) uses the 1962 rite which is the traditional language as in the BCP 
(Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Mandarin Fellowship is offered in the Sanctuary.  We hope our Mandarin Fellowship can be a “harbour 
for love,” where we seek truth together, while experiencing and receiving the abundant grace of God. 
 

 
 
BAS (Book of Alternate Services) uses contemporary, inclusive-language 
 
AAAWE (Amazing, Awesome, Alternate Worship Experience) is a Communion service that is more 
informal with alternative music and prayers 

 

衷心欢迎您来到圣乔治教会大家庭，我们的国语团契每周日上午9点举行主日聚会。 

盼望国语团契可以成为一个爱的港湾，在这里我们一起寻求上帝的真理，一起经历上

帝的同在，一起领受上帝的恩典。 
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The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out March 19, 2017. 
Deadline is Sunday March 5th.  Articles submitted after the deadline may possibly not be included 
depending on available space.    Email articles to the editor: Kathy Baillie at fambail@hotmail.com 
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