
 

 
 

March 12, 2017 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

8:00 a.m. – Said Eucharist 
 

Welcome 
 

Large Print service leaflets are available 

 

Celebrant & Preacher:  The Rev. Leonard Leader 

Readers:  Maggie Sumner, Doug Heyes 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Celebrant Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Cast your burden upon the Lord, 

People And he will sustain you. 

Celebrant Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People And renew a right spirit within me. 

Celebrant Cast me not away from your presence 

People And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Celebrant Give me the joy of your saving help again 

People And sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

Celebrant Blessed be the Lord day by day, 

People The God of our salvation, who bears our burdens. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  In his 

light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:  fill us with your Spirit.  Lord, 

have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:  fill us with your 

Spirit.  Christ, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:  fill us with your Spirit.  

Lord, have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Celebrant May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive us our sins. 

People And make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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The Peace 

Celebrant Peace before us; Peace behind us; Peace under our feet. 

Peace within us; Peace over us; Let all around us be peace. 

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Hymn #180 “Giver of the Perfect Gift” Latin; translated by John Ellerton 
 

1 Giver of the perfect gift, 

only hope of human race, 

hear the prayer our hearts uplift, 

trembling at thy throne of grace. 

4 Oh!  may these our Lenten days, 

blest by thee, with thee be passed, 

that with purer, nobler praise 

we may keep thy feast at last. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

People Holy God, whose Spirit’s breath prompts our seeking:  transform the night-

time of our fear into a welcoming womb for us and all the world; through Jesus 

Christ, in whom we are born anew.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1–4a 

Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

1 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you.  
2 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  
3 

I will bless those who bless 

you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 
4a 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 121 
 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

from where is my help to come? 
 

2 My help comes from the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

4 
 

3 He will not let your foot be moved 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, 

nor the moon by night. 
 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, 

from this time forth for evermore. 
 

Be present, merciful God, and protect us in times of danger, so that we who are wearied 

by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1–5,13–17 

Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

1 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?  

2 

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 

God.  
3 

For what does the scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 

him as righteousness.”  
4 

Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 

something due.  
5 

But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such 

faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 

13 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  
14 

If it is the adherents 

of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  
15 

For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
16 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 

who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us,  
17 

as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 

who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel: John 3:1–17 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

1 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  

2 
He came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 

for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  
3 

Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 

from above.”  
4 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?  

Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  
5 

Jesus answered, 

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit.  
6 

What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
7 

Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  
8 

The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 

goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
9 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

these things be?”  
10 

Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 
11 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 

you do not receive our testimony.  
12 

If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  
13 

No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  
14 

And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  
15 

that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him . . . ” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

A time for silent reflection is kept. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

People I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

People God of wisdom, may the light of the eternal Word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, guide us to your glory.  We ask this in his name.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

Proper Preface Lent 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 

Celebrant It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 

all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, 

creator and preserver of all things. 

Who hast bidden us thy faithful people to cleanse our hearts and to prepare 

with joy for the paschal feast; that reborn through the waters of baptism, and 

renewed in the eucharistic mystery, we may be more fervent in prayer and more 

generous in works of love. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 

laud and magnify thy glorious name; evermore praising thee and saying: 
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People Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord:  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Blessing and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee, almighty God, our heavenly 

Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take 

our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 

who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and 

sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; 

and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 

memorial of that his precious death, until his coming again. 

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we 

receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, 

may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had 

given thanks, he brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is 

my body which is given for you:  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise after supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, saying, “Drink ye all, of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins:  Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, with all 

thy holy Church, remembering the precious death of thy beloved Son, his mighty 

resurrection, and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again in glory, 

do make before thee, in this sacrament of the holy bread of eternal life and the 

cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which he hath commanded: 

People We praise thee, we bless thee, we thank thee, and we pray to thee, Lord our 

God. 

Celebrant And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that 

by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 

we and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other 

benefits of his passion; And we pray that by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all we 

who are partakers of this holy communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and 

heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father 

Almighty, world without end.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

 

All are invited to share in Communion.  If you would rather not receive the bread and 

wine, please feel free to come forward for a blessing. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

People Almighty and everliving God, We most heartily thank thee That thou dost 

graciously feed us, in these holy mysteries, With the spiritual food of the most 

precious body and blood Of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; Assuring us 

thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; And that we are living 

members of his mystical Body, Which is the blessed company of all faithful 

people; And are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, Ourselves, our souls and 

bodies, To be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee.  And although 

we are unworthy, Yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 

service, Not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences; Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, To whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and 

glory, World without end.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 


