
 

 
 

March 26, 2017 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

10:30 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 

Welcome 
 

Hearing Assistive Devices and Large Print service leaflets are available 

Please ask an usher for assistance 
 

Please ask an usher for a copy of the service music 

 

 
 

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Please remain seated as the Sanctuary Party takes their place before the service begins. 

 

Celebrant Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 

you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Cast your burden upon the Lord, 

People And he will sustain you. 

Celebrant Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People And renew a right spirit within me. 

Celebrant Cast me not away from your presence 

People And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Celebrant Give me the joy of your saving help again 

People And sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

Celebrant Blessed be the Lord day by day, 

People The God of our salvation, who bears our burdens. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  In his 

light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:  fill us with your Spirit.  Lord, 

have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:  fill us with your 

Spirit.  Christ, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:  fill us with your Spirit.  

Lord, have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Celebrant May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive us our sins. 

People And make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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The Peace 

Celebrant Peace before us; Peace behind us; Peace under our feet. 

Peace within us; Peace over us; Let all around us be peace. 

The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Hymn #263 “Praise to God, Immortal Praise” 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

People Creator and Healer, you work your Sabbath will in the chaos of our life:  teach 

us the insight that gives true judgement and praises you wherever you are 

found, making miracles from spit and mud; through Jesus Christ, the Son of 

earth.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading: I Samuel 16:1–13 

Reader A reading from the First Book of Samuel. 
 

1 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul?  I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel.  Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”  
2 

Samuel said, “How 

can I go?  If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.”  And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and 

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’  
3 

Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 

what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”  
4 

Samuel did 

what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem.  The elders of the city came to meet 

him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  
5 

He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.”  And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 

before the Lord.”  
7 

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  
8 

Then Jesse called 

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.  He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 

one.”  
9 

Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.  And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 

one.”  
10 

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 

Lord has not chosen any of these.”  
11 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”  And he 
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said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.”  And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.”  
12 

He sent and 

brought him in.  Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.  The Lord 

said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”  
13 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 

David from that day forward.  Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need” Psalm 23; paraphrase by Isaac Watts 

Tune Hymn #583 Resignation 
 

1 My Shepherd, you supply my need; 

most holy is your name. 

In pastures fresh you make me feed, 

beside the living stream. 

You bring my wand’ring spirit back 

when I forsake your ways, 

and lead me, for your mercy’s sake, 

in paths of truth and grace. 
 

2 When I walk through the shades of death, 

your presence is my stay; 

one word of your supporting breath 

drives all my fears away. 

Your hand, in sight of all my foes, 

does still my table spread; 

my cup with blessings overflows, 

your oil anoints my head. 

3 The sure provisions of my God 

attend me all my days; 

oh, may your house be my abode 

and all my work be praise. 

Here would I find a settled rest, 

while others go and come; 

no more a stranger or a guest, 

but like a child at home. 

 

Glory to you, Jesus Christ, our good shepherd.  In the waters of baptism you give us new 

birth, at your table you nourish us with heavenly food, and in your goodness and mercy, 

you guide us beyond the terrors of evil and death to your Father’s home to dwell in 

eternal light.  Glory to you for ever.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8–14 

Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
 

8 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.  Live as children of light—  

9 

for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.  
10 

Try to find out what 

is pleasing to the Lord.  
11 

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
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expose them.  
12 

For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;  
13 

but 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible,  
14 

for everything that becomes visible is 

light.  Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake! 

Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Acclamation: 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 9:1–41 

Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1 
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  

2 
His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
3 

Jesus answered, “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him.  
4 

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 
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one can work.  
5 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
6 

When he had 

said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 

man’s eyes,  
7 

saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).  Then he 

went and washed and came back able to see.  
8 

The neighbours and those who had seen him 

before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”  
9 

Some 

were saying, “It is he.”  Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”  He kept 

saying, “I am the man.”  
10 

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”  
11 

He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go 

to Siloam and wash.’  Then I went and washed and received my sight.”  
12 

They said to him, 

“Where is he?”  He said, “I do not know.” 
13 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  
14 

Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  
15 

Then the Pharisees also 

began to ask him how he had received his sight.  He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.  

Then I washed, and now I see.”  
16 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 

he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 

such signs?”  And they were divided.  
17 

So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 

say about him?  It was your eyes he opened.”  He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight  
19 

and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?”  
20 

His parents answered, 

“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind;  
21 

but we do not know how it is 

that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age.  He will 

speak for himself.”  
22 

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 

Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 

out of the synagogue.  
23 

Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
24 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 

“Give glory to God!  We know that this man is a sinner.”  
25 

He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  
26 

They 

said to him, “What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?”  
27 

He answered them, “I 

have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you 

also want to become his disciples?”  
28 

Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, 

but we are disciples of Moses.  
29 

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 

man, we do not know where he comes from.”  
30 

The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 

thing!  You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  
31 

We know 

that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys 

his will.  
32 

Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

person born blind.  
33 

If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  
34 

They 
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answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?”  And they 

drove him out. 
35 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?”  
36 

He answered, “And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.”  
37 

Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 

he.”  
38 

He said, “Lord, I believe.”  And he worshipped him.  
39 

Jesus said, “I came into this 

world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 

become blind.”  
40 

Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 

not blind, are we?”  
41 

Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.  But 

now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

A time for silent reflection is kept. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed page 189 

Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the 

third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Leader We pray to you, Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory Hymn “Sing Your Joy” Text by David Haas 
 

1 Sing your joy, proclaim God’s glory! 

Rise and sing, the morning has come! 

Bless our God and praise all creation; 

Song of the earth, and light from heaven: 

God is alive!  Alleluia! 
 

2 All the earth is filled with rejoicing, 

Light and life the wonder of God! 

Christ has triumphed!  Risen forever! 

Joy of our hearts, and hope of our 

dreaming: 

God is alive!  Alleluia! 

3 May we learn to become your Kingdom. 

May we be your kindness and truth! 

Love is our calling, gift of your presence; 

Children of God, and spirit of Jesus: 

God is alive!  Alleluia! 
 

4 Light our way, O God of the living, 

May we learn to see with new eyes! 

Jesus the Lord, our power and promise; 

light for the blind and food for the 

hungry: 

God is alive!  Alleluia! 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

People God of light, your Word brings to us a new vision of your glory.  Accept our 

offering of praise and thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 8 [From Evangelical Lutheran Worship] 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with 

joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to 

the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest. 

Celebrant God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far 

along the way.  In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into 

the path of love and light.  In every age you sent prophets to make known your 

loving will for all humanity.  The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our 

hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.  In the fullness of time, you sent 

your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with 

the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 

People Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Celebrant Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when 

Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.  

Come, Lord Jesus!  And let the church say, Amen. 

People Amen. 

Celebrant Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 

and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.  

Come, Spirit of freedom!  And let the church say, Amen. 

People Amen. 

Celebrant Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, 

rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope 

of your Son.  Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

People Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 

#689 
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The Lord’s Prayer [Hymn #684] 

Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread #7 page 213 

Celebrant We break this bread, 

People Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

Celebrant Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 

People If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we shall reign 

with him. 

 

Lamb of God [Hymn #690] page 226 

People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 

The Communion page 213 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

All are invited to share in Communion.  If you would rather not receive the bread and 

wine, please feel free to come forward for a blessing. 

 

Communion Hymns 

#492 [Tune 292] “Sing Hallelujah to Our God” 

#615 “Just As I Am” 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving page 214 

Celebrant All your works praise you, O Lord. 

People And your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ.  May we, who share his body, live his risen life; we, who drink his 

cup, bring life to others; we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your 

children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Announcements 

 

Hymn #438 “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

 

Please remain standing as the Sanctuary Party recesses in silence. 

 

Dismissal 

Subdeacon Go in peace as we walk our Lenten journey; reflect; pray; continue to love and 

serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for refreshments following the service. 
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Services 
 

Sunday   8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist (BAS 1962) 

   9:00 a.m. Mandarin Fellowship 

 10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist (BAS) 

 3rd Sunday of the month (AAAWE) 
 

BAS 1962 (Book of Alternate Services) uses the 1962 rite which is the traditional 

language as in the BCP (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

Mandarin Fellowship is offered in the Sanctuary.  We hope our Mandarin Fellowship 

can be a “harbour for love,” where we seek truth together, while experiencing and 

receiving the abundant grace of God. 衷心欢迎您来到圣乔治教会大家庭，我们的国语团契每周日上午9点举行主日聚会。 盼望国语团契可以成为一个爱的港湾，在这里我们一起寻求上帝的真理，一起经历上帝的同在，一起领受上帝的恩典。 

 
 

BAS (Book of Alternate Services) uses contemporary, inclusive-language 
 

AAAWE (Amazing, Awesome, Alternate Worship Experience) is a Communion service 

that is more informal with alternative music and prayers 
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