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From Leonard’s Desk… Watching and Waiting this Advent 
 

Greetings: 

 

At this time of year, the church celebrates three seasons; Advent, Christmas and the Epiphany. But, if we 

are not careful, they could all be rolled into one. For many of us regard Advent as the pre-Christmas season; 

and the Epiphany as the post-Christmas season. But in the church, Advent is a season of penitence during 

which we prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Christ. Advent is also the beginning of the church year, 

so it is appropriate to wish each other a “Happy New Year” at this time. 

 

Watching and waiting are associated with Advent, and we could become a little complacent about the 

importance of this liturgical season. In fact, many of us bypass Advent completely, as we get straight into 

the Christmas celebrations; and sometimes the start date of our Christmas routine is far removed from the 

Christian calendar. 

 

Advent is also a very busy time, and we are faced with the challenge of fitting everything into our schedule, 

as we start the countdown to Christmas. But we must bear in mind that the Christian engages in active 

waiting and watching. 

 

So how do we prepare ourselves for the coming of our Saviour? In the church we get some ideas from the 

liturgy; the rituals like the lighting of the Advent candles; the making of Advent wreaths; or perhaps a 

specific time for prayer, scripture reading and “inner preparation.” And although some of these habits 

might appear to be ceremonial, they serve as reminders of the true meaning of Advent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George on Yonge Anglican Church: 5350 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario 

December 3, 2017 

Life at St. George’s 

Just recently, the parish completed a six week dinner and 

discussion series on the habits for spiritual growth; so I am 

encouraging all of us to practice these habits as part of our rhythm 

of life this Advent.   

 

Anyone who has been associated with the scouting and guiding 

movement will be familiar with this motto; “Be prepared”; and 

this idea is shared by many other organizations and individuals. 

BEING PREPARED means that “you are always in a state of 

readiness in mind and body to do your DUTY.” And so, in our 

“busyness” this Advent, let us take the time to listen to God; so 

that we may be ready for the opportunities to do His will.  

 

 A Holy Advent to you, my sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Leonard + 

Rev. Leonard Leader� 
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Fall Market and Craft Sale 
 

The Church was abuzz with activity during our Fall 

Market and Craft Sale, held on October 14. Under 

the guidance of a committee made up of Lorraine 

Baillie, Laura Pummell, Geraldine Sperling and Hazel 

Perkin, many members of the congregation worked 

together with great enthusiasm and teamwork. We 

thank everyone who participated in the day, 

whether working or shopping, or both! 
 

We had lots of merchandise to sell!  Thank you for 

your contributions! 

 
 

Our animated greeter on Yonge Street. Thank you 

Craig! 

 
People to sell at the tables. 

 
Collene, Kathy, Anne W., Margie 

 
Laura P. 

 
Karen, Eleanor, Jenny 

 
Karen and Tyra 

Yummy treats! Thank you to all those who 

baked!  

Thank you Shirley and Anne Beecham for selling. 

 
More treats in the Lunch Room. Thank you Laura 

P., Anna, Olga and those who contributed items. 

 
 

 
Those who sold tickets – Felicity, Marcia, and 

Ruth. 
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A Silent Auction with many interesting items. Thank 

you Geraldine and Alan. 

 
 

A very successful draw. Thank you to Hazel and Kay, 

and all the ticket buyers! 

 
 

A wonderful table to celebrate India. Thank you 

Sangeeta, Roshni and Ruby. 

 
 

Lots of great vendors! 

            
 

  
 

Community Groups too! 

 
North York Seniors’ Centre 
 

Many people behind the scenes: 

Doug opening up the church and helping with set up. 

 

Kien, Max, Nancy, Egan, Anna with getting set up and 

organized 

 

Max and Lorraine with photography, plus the Snap’d 

photographer. 

 

Kathy and Joan for help with greeting and filling in 

where needed. 

 

Gary Clute, a tremendous neighbour who organized 

the White Elephant tables. 

 

 
John our BBQer extraordinaire, all his help with set-

up, White Elephant table and clean up and anywhere 

else he was needed. 

  

Anne Baillie for name tags, finances. 

The Snider family for help with set up 

Phillip with setting up and cleaning up. 

Craig G. for his help in the office. 

Leonard for all his support. 

 

And any other contributions that were made, with a 

special thank you to Metro for their help with Lunch 

Room expenses. 

 

Submitted by Lorraine Baillie 
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St. George on Yonge Needs You 
Submitted by Doug Heyes, Chair, Joyful Giving 

 

As we quickly come to the end of another year it is again time to look at our future here at the church, just as 

you do in your personal live at home. There are decisions to be made and plans to be put into action for 

2018. 

In order to allow the leadership of St George to make these choices they need to know how much money 

they will have available to them, and a large portion of that comes up the aisle every week after having been 

placed on those plates by you.  For those who make their contributions through PAR, with automated debits 

to their accounts instead of bringing cash or cheque with them every week, please remember that you to are 

a vital part of that process every week as well. For all that you do provide to aid the financial  needs of the 

church please always be aware that the leadership is, I am sure, very grateful.  

 

Just like a household, the church can only spend money that it has, and can only control many of those costs 

to a certain amount. If enough funds are not available to pay for the service, then cuts must be made.  As we 

have seen over the years those cuts can come in the form of reduced staff hours, to reducing staff numbers, 

to reducing temperature settings in the winter, to raising temperature levels in the summer,  to eliminating 

or reducing lighting, or putting up with a little snow and ice on the ground in the winter. Many people here 

are not even aware that staff and volunteers save the church thousands of dollars every year because they 

do things for free, out of the goodness of thei9r hearts. But eventually, due to the fact that it always seems to 

be the same people, at some point even those people will burn out, and grow tired, being forced to reduce or 

eliminate their added support.    

 

For this reason you will, in all cases where the church office has been made aware of your contact 

information, be asked to look at what support you can offer your church in the coming year. This support 

comes not only in your financial support, but also in the gifts of time and talent that you possess. If the office 

does not have a record your name and email address, please make sure to let them know who you are and 

how they can contact you. Sending an email is fast, efficient, and saves the church a lot of money as opposed 

to printing and mailing out letters. We hope to have the vast majority of people contacted electronically, 

with a few paper requests to those who do not have electronic access in early December with the goal of 

having responses back by January 1/18. 

 

Remember, the Diocese does not keep the doors at St George on Yonge open, or turn on the heat/cool  or 

the lights, or buy the candles/wine/bread used at services, or buy the paper for bulletins. You Do. 
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Advent at St. George on Yonge 
 

 

 

Advent Carol Singing and Potluck Supper 

Saturday, December 2 5:00 p.m. 

 

First Sunday of Advent Eucharist 

Sunday, December 3 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Christmas Community Lunch 

Saturday, December 9 12:30 p.m. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent Eucharist 

Sunday, December 10 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Third Sunday of Advent Eucharist 

Sunday, December 17 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Eucharist 

Sunday, December 24 10:30 a.m. (one service only) 

 

 

Christmas at St. George on Yonge 
 

      

 

Family Christmas Eve Communion 

Sunday, December 24 7:00 p.m. 

with “Spontaneous Christmas Pageant” 

 

Yearly Christmas Eve Visit to Area Emergency Workers 

Sunday, December 24 8:00 p.m. 

with trays of sandwiches, cookies, and other treats! 

 

 
Almost Midnight Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24 

10:00 p.m. Singing Christmas Carols 

10:30 p.m. Festive Christmas Communion 

 

Christmas Day Communion 

Monday, December 25 10:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

Pub Knights 

Thursday, December 28 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

at the “Frog & Firkin” (4854 Yonge Street, 

across from the Sheppard Centre on Yonge Street) 

 

First Sunday after Christmas Eucharist 

Sunday, December 31 10:30 a.m. (one service only) 

Singing favourite Christmas Carols 

 

Weekday Services 
 

Communion & Reflection 

Wednesdays, December 6 & 13 12:00 noon 

 

Candlelight Evensong 

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, & 20 7:00 p.m. 

 

Taizé Service 

Thursday, December 7 7:00 p.m. 

 

Seniors’ Christmas Communion 

Wednesday, December 20 12:00 noon followed by 

lunch provided by Delmanor Northtown Senior 

Community 
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Announcements 
 

Advent Carol Singing and Potluck Supper:  Saturday, 

December 2 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Taizé Service:  The first Thursday of the month at 7:00 

p.m.  Sponsored by the St. George on Yonge Mandarin 

Fellowship.  Bilingual in English & Mandarin.  A quiet 

service of song, prayer, and reflection that is 

meditative and contemplative.  Upcoming dates are 

December 7, January 4, February 1, and March 1.  

Everyone welcome! 

 
Food Bank:  The second Sunday of each month is 

“Food Bank Sunday” and we will try to fill our 

shopping cart.  Upcoming dates are December 10, 

January 14, February 11, and March 11.  The cart will 

be presented at the Altar along with the offerings that 

day as a symbol of our gift in reaching out to the 

hungry in our community.  When you are shopping 

remember to pick up some non-perishable canned 

goods.  And remember Jesus saying “When you did it 

for the least of these, you did it for me.” 

 
The Altar Flower Request Form is available from the 

Ushers.  If you would like flowers placed, please 

complete the form and place on the offertory plate or 

mail to the office in an envelope with a donation at 

least 2 weeks in advance.  Suggested donation is $50.  

Thank you. 

 
The Altar Guild will Decorate our Church for the 

Christmas season.  If you wish to contribute for the 

purchase of poinsettias, please complete the “Altar 

Flower Request Form” (which is available from the 

Ushers) and place on the offertory plate in an 

envelope with a donation by Sunday, December 10.  

Thank you. 

 

 

Pub Knights:  Come join the Knights on the 4th 

Thursday every month.  The longest journey begins 

with just one small step.  Take that first step and join 

the Knights for spirited conversation, a cold beverage, 

and great food at the “Frog & Firkin” (4854 Yonge 

Street, across from the Sheppard Centre on Yonge 

Street).  The next dates are December 28, January 25, 

February 22, and March 22. 

 

The Church Office will be Closed Saturday, December 

23 to Monday, January 1 inclusive.  In an emergency, 

please call the church and, when prompted, dial “1” to 

be forwarded to a member of the pastoral staff.  You 

will be able to reach the pastoral staff any time – day 

or night! 

 

St. George Sunday Children’s Programme takes place 

during the 10:30 a.m. service.  One class for all children 

3-11 years old.  Nursery facilities are available for 

parents use.  Anyone interested in joining the teaching 

team please speak to Kathy Baillie or Leonard Leader. 

 

ESL Conversational Classes:  Tuesdays, 12:00 noon – 

2:00 p.m. - Separate beginner- and intermediate-level 

sections are offered.  No registration needed. 

 

Wednesday Morning Group:  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  

Join us for refreshments and conversation.  Topics 

often include travelogues, seasonal studies, and guest 

speakers.  All are welcome.  Speak to Ann Beecham for 

more information. 

 

Proverbs Class:  Thursdays, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

 
Mandarin Bible Study:  Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mandarin Fellowship:  Saturdays, 6:00 p.m. 

 

2018 Church Calendars are on sale for $5 each 

following the services. 

 

Did You Know?  Bulletins along with recordings of the 

service (sermons and announcements) are available on 

our website.  Click on the “Latest Sermon” or “The 

Sermon Archive” links on the front page.  Bulletins are 

available through the “Next Service” link on the front 

page; from there you can look at past services.  If you 

cannot make it to the service, we hope you will feel 

connected to us via these tools! 
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Thank you to those who have and continue to 

contribute to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.  

Through your support we in turn offer support to 

individuals who come to us in need.  Each month 

we give out at least 30 Loblaws Gift cards for $10 

and a TTC token.  We are building relationships 

with the individuals who come, which we hope to 

build on going forward. 

At present, because we purchase these gift cards a 

year in advance, the Rector’s Discretionary Fund is 

in a deficit position.  If you are able to offer any 

kind of support, we would greatly appreciate it.  

Donations can be left on the offertory plate.  

Thank you. 

 

Please remember that we strive to keep our 

building a seafood- and nut-sensitive 

environment.  For the safety of our people, and 

the people in the daycare, please remember to 

refrain from bringing food that contains peanuts, 

tree nuts, fish, and seafood into the building.  This 

includes all areas of the building.  Thank you. 

 

New Year’s Eve Everyone is invited to celebrate 

New Year's Eve at the church this year. Sunday, 

December 31 from 6 - 10 p.m.. Fun for all ages, 

games, movies, children's activities. We will 

celebrate the coming of the New Year at 9 p.m. 

Please talk to Lorraine, Colette or Jackie for more 

information. Sign up after church or call the church 

office. 

 

 

Community Notices  
Yonge Churchill Child Care Centre:  Before and 

after school programmes are available!  Please 

see the flyer on the Welcome Desk for contact 

information. 

 

Free Daily Devotional Books are Available in 

the Library that help readers spend time each 

day in God’s Word. 

Large and Regular Print:  Forward Day by Day is 

a booklet of daily inspirational meditations 

reflecting on a specific Bible passage, chosen 

from the daily lectionary readings as listed in the 

Revised Common Lectionary or the Daily Office 

from the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common 

Prayer.  It is also available via e-mail, cassette, and 

braille.  It is also available in Spanish.  

www.forwardmovement.org/subscriptions.aspx 

Regular Print:  Our Daily Bread is published by RBC 

Ministries.  Each daily thought is designed to draw 

the reader into a closer relationship with Jesus 

Christ and to evoke responses of worship, love, 

trust, and obedience.  It is also available on radio, 

podcast, e-mail, and mobile.  For social 

networking users, it is available on Twitter and 

Facebook.  It is available in more than 40 

languages.  www.odb.org/about 

 

The Archbishop’s Levee:  at the Cathedral Church 

of St. James, 65 Church Street (at King Street), on 

Monday, January 1.  Join Archbishop Johnson and 

the College of Bishops to offer best wishes and 

Prayers for the New Year. 

12:30 p.m. Said Eucharist 

  1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Receiving Line and Reception 

with the ringing of the Bells of 

Old York 

  3:00 p.m. Festive Music 

  3:30 p.m. Choral Evensong with 

presentations of the Order of 

the Diocese of Toronto 

All are welcome.  Nursery care provided. 
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St. Georges Ladies St. Georges Ladies St. Georges Ladies St. Georges Ladies 
BowlingBowlingBowlingBowling    
Submitted by Margaret Cole, member since 

1956 

 
 

JUNE, 1951 – IVY DUNN, PARISHIONER, 

FORMED THE LADIES BOWLING LEAGUE.  WE 

MET AT ACORN BOWLING, YONGE STREET 

(LATER DEBOER’S FURNITURE).   

 

MANY PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS ENJOYED 

THE FELLOWSHIP.  BANQUETS WERE HELD IN 

THE BASEMENT OF THE CHURCH, THEN LATER 

IN THE CLAUDE SECRETT MEMORIAL HALL, 

CATERED BY THE EXECUTIVE AND TEAM 

CAPTAINS.  LOTS OF GOOD FOOD, PRIZES AND 

PHOTOGRAPHS.   

 

OVER THE YEARS MANY MEMBERS, MOVED 

OR DROPPED OUT DUE TO ILL HEALTH AND 

THE LEAGUE GOT SMALLER. 

 

IT IS WITH MUCH TREPIDATION, THE LEAGUE 

FOLDED AUGUST 23, 2017 – 66 YEARS OF 

GREAT MEMORIES.  THANK YOU IVY 
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Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Sunday, March 11, 2018. 

Please remember to set your clocks AHEAD 

one hour before you go to bed on Saturday. 

 

Christmas Eve visit to 
emergency workers… 
 

     
 

We have taken sandwiches, cookies and other 

treats for the past 4 years to the fire, police and 

ambulance people who are working on Christmas 

Eve. We will be continuing this important 

ministry of outreach to our neighborhood again 

this Christmas.  We take them over to the 

stations after the 7:00 Christmas Eve service. 

 

Kathy Baillie will be coordinating all that needs to 

happen for this ministry to continue.  Donations 

of cookies and other goodies that can be made 

into trays are needed.  Any financial donations 

towards this ministry will go towards the 

purchase of sandwich trays from Metro. 

 

 
 

Please speak to Kathy after the Sunday services 

or email her at fambail@hotmail.com if you can 

assist us with this.   
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Remembrance Sunday 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Staff 2017 
 

Interim Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Leonard Leader 

 

Honorary Associate The Rev. Canon Sister 

Constance Joanna 

Gefvert, SSJD 

 

Associate, Mandarin Ministry Morning Wang 

 

Organist & Director of Music Michael Leach 

 

Parish Administrator Craig Gustafson 

 

Custodian Philip Ikhuoria 
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REMEMBER, 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

AT ST. GEORGE ON YONGE CHURCH 
 

“To nurture our relationships with God in Christ, 

with one another, and with our community.” 

 

5350 Yonge Street, North York 
We’re on the Web!  See us at: 

www.StGeorgeonYonge.ca  

ServicesServicesServicesServices    
 

Sunday   8:00 a.m. Said Eucharist (BAS 1962) 

   9:00 a.m. Mandarin Fellowship 

 10:30 a.m. Sung Eucharist (BAS) 

 3rd Sunday of the month (AAAWE) 

 

Wednesday 12:00 noon Worship at Midday 

 

BAS 1962 (Book of Alternate Services) uses the 1962 rite which is the traditional language as in the BCP (Book of 

Common Prayer) 

 

Mandarin Fellowship is offered in the Sanctuary.  We hope our Mandarin Fellowship can be a “harbour for love,” 

where we seek truth together, while experiencing and receiving the abundant grace of God. 

 
 

BAS (Book of Alternate Services) uses contemporary, inclusive-language 

 

AAAWE (Amazing, Awesome, Alternate Worship Experience) is a Communion service that is more informal with 

alternative music and prayers 
 

 

衷心欢迎您来到圣乔治教会大家庭，我们的国语团契每周日上午9点举行主日聚会。 盼望国语团契可以成为一个爱的港湾，在这里我们一起寻求上帝的真理，一起经历上帝的同在，一起领受上帝的恩典。 
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The next edition of the newsletter will be coming out March 18, 2018. 

Deadline is March 4th.  Articles submitted after the deadline may possibly not be included depending on 

available space.    Email articles to the editor: Kathy Baillie at fambail@hotmail.com 

 


