Parish Update - St. George on Yonge – May 14, 2021

Beautiful trees along Sheppard Avenue east of Yonge Street

(photo credit: Kathy Baillie)

Jesus is about making new relationships, realigning people so that life is served. Are we the people of life, the
followers of the Risen Prophet who “give people back to one another” in situations where there was no hope, no
future, none of the basics of shelter, companionship, food and relationship that are essential to survival and then
real living? And this is about baptism. All of us have been summoned by the Word of God back into life. This is
the Word that commands us to live for others in their need. This is our daily baptismal life. How are we living it
today?
Megan McKenna: And Morning Came – Scriptures of the Resurrection

To our St. George on Yonge Parish Family and Friends,
DO YOU KNOW?
1) Who are celebrating birthdays this week?
2) What is the worship highlight for May 16th?
3) Where is the bible verse from (which book of the bible)?
4) When is the next Seniors Fellowship?
5) Why is Faithworks having an evening of celebration?
Did you find all the answers? Congratulations! Now you know!
Please find attached
 Letter from the Bishop
 The bulletin for Sunday May 16th online service
 Kids Corner and Youth Zone page
MESSAGE FROM SISTER CONNIE
Dear all,
I’m not sure who to thank for these wonderful Parish Updates. (I’ve been meaning to say this for ages!) They take a lot of
thought and work and creativity and especially loving care for the parish family.
They are so informative and interesting – and fun, too. I loved the photo of Tatiana, and the Churchills. Smart woman Mrs.
Churchill was!
I miss you all and really enjoy staying connected this way.
With loving prayer to all,
Connie
Editor’s note: Thank you Sister Connie for your kind words. Just an FYI that the core team is: Rev. Leonard Leader, Lorraine
Baillie, Geraldine Sperling, Doug Heyes and Kathy Baillie; plus different contributors each week too. We are always looking
for pictures, smiles, and articles of interest to include.

SPECIAL VESTRY
On May 9, St. George’s Special Vestry met to approve an amendment to its easement on the adjoining property
where the condominium is being built. The surface easement was agreed to in 2008, to allow St. George to
create a paved driveway turning circle when the condo was completed, to make it easier to maneuver in our
driveway, and to widen our driveway entrance from the street. Recently, the builder asked St. George to release
back to them a small strip of the easement, which was only meant for landscaping. The change doesn’t impact
the turning circle. Special Vestry voted unanimously to accept the change, which will also see the builder
assuming the cost of paving the turning circle, as well as other beneficial concessions.

PLEASE JOIN IN FOR WORSHIP
CALL TO WORSHIP: The Sunday service for May 16th is being streamed live on the St. George on Yonge Facebook
page at 10 a.m. ET: https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgeonyonge/.
Watch with your fellow parishioners! And please comment so we know who is joining in.
The entire video will also be available on the page immediately after. Please invite your friends and family and
let's watch, pray, sing and react together while being physically apart! Since you’ll be in your own homes, you can
belt out the hymns if you like!
You can continue to access the services at https://stgeorgeonyonge.ca/sermons. Services for previous Sundays
can be accessed from the website by clicking on Sermon Archive. You can hear the sermon by calling the church
phone number and choosing option 8.

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS FOR MAY
May 16
May 23
May 30

Ascension Sunday
Pentecost
Refugee Sunday

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR – this Sunday - May 16th 1:00 p.m.

Come and join us for special Coffee Hour on May 16th at 1:00 p.m. when we will be celebrating with Dorothy
Ewer on her special day. If you would like to share in birthday treats during Coffee Hour, please contact Lorraine
at lbaillie@rogers.com to arrange delivery.
As well as celebrating Dorothy's birthday at Coffee Hour on May 16th, parishioners are invited to take part in
driving by her house later in the afternoon. Please register with Lorraine for further details, and in case the plan
has to change for any reason.
Coffee Hour is a great way to connect with others, so important in these challenging times. We hope more
people will join in – everyone is welcome!

(Note: having an actual plant by your computer is optional)

We are looking for people to be Coffee Hour hosts. This simply involves welcoming those who take part, and
making sure everyone has a chance to speak and to interact with others. It’s a pleasant and rewarding time for
everyone, including the host. Please let the office know if you can help out.
To join by computer, tablet or smart phone – Go to the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4136849381 You may have to download Zoom. Passcode 1922
To join by phone – Call 647-374-4685 When prompted to enter the Meeting ID number, enter 4136849381 Then
press #. If prompted to enter a participation ID, just press # and stay on the line. Passcode 1922

May 16th - Dorothy
May 17th - Colette
Best wishes to you both!

Are there any special celebrations or other birthdays to be recognized?
Please let us know.

SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP
Next session is Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. You can join online or on the phone.
The theme for this session is “travel” and a chance to share our favourite vacation destinations and bucket list
locales. Been to the Holy Land or Hawaii? Have a favourite Canadian destination? Whether it’s wine tasting in
Niagara or camping in Lake Superior Provincial Park, where would you get away to if you could?
To join by computer, tablet or smart phone – Go to the following
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4136849381You may have to download Zoom. Passcode 1922
To join by phone – Call 647-374-4685 When prompted to enter the Meeting ID number, enter 4136849381 Then
press #. If prompted to enter a participation ID, just press # and stay on the line. Passcode 1922

EVENING PRAYER WITH THE PARISH FAMILY

Join us for evening prayer by Zoom.
Thursday evenings – next service is on – May 20th, 2021.
Time 7:30 to 8:00 p.m.
An opportunity to invite family and friends interested in evening worship.

Interested in being a reader? Please respond to this weekly update or call Rev. Leonard at 416 225-1922 x515.
To join by computer, tablet or smart phone – Go to the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4136849381 You may have to download Zoom. Passcode 1922
To join by phone – Call 647-374-4685 When prompted to enter the Meeting ID number, enter 4136849381 Then
press #. If prompted to enter a participation ID, just press # and stay on the line. You must use a passcode 1922

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Opportunities for the children to connect with us and each other while staying safely apart!
Calling all 6-11+ year olds. We are having our Zoom program this Sunday, May 16th at 11:30 a.m. (this
continues weekly). We will hear a story, we may attempt to sing a song or two, and do some activities related
to the story. (Please note that if there are any children older than 11 and they would like to join in – you are
most welcome!)
Calling all 3-5 year olds. We are having our Zoom program next Saturday, May 22nd at 11:00 a.m. Join us for a
short time of prayer, stories, and activities filled with faith and fun!
You can just join in at the right time, no registration needed, but if possible, let Sarah (3-5 group) or Kathy (6-11
group) know that your child will be there.
To join by computer, tablet or smart phone – Go to the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4136849381 You may have to download Zoom. Passcode 1922
To join by phone – Call 647-374-4685 When prompted to enter the Meeting ID number, enter 4136849381
Then press #. If prompted to enter a participation ID, just press # and stay on the line. Passcode 1922
You can reach us at:
Sarah: sarah.layman@stgeorgestoronto.ca
Kathy: fambail@hotmail.com

PEOPLE IN TORONTO – COVID VACCINE
Individuals can now book a vaccine appointment online at the provincial website - https://covid19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/ . Currently this is for people 40 and older and some other eligible groups. Check the
website for more information, a list of the eligible groups and to make an appointment. Please note that the
eligibility is frequently changing so check the website for more current information.
Individuals ages 18 to 39 in hot spot communities are eligible for vaccination, starting in Peel and Toronto.
Upcoming mobile and pop-up clinics will be promoted locally by community partners and public health units. Do
not book through the provincial booking system.
Now people 40 and older can make an appointment at a pharmacy. Go to https://covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccinelocations and put in your postal code to find the pharmacies that have the vaccine available in your area.
Another person can do it on someone else’s behalf if they have their full name, date of birth, and postal code.

GARDENING UPDATE
Thanks to Craig and Olga for joining the gardening team with Kathy, Nigel and Lorraine. Work has begun and a lot
of weeds have already disappeared. Additional volunteers are always welcome.
Husky Landscaping did a good job cleaning up the grounds and especially the tiered garden above the garage
entrance. We are finalizing the plans to complete landscaping work and bring it up to the expected level for city
approval and release of the church’s financial guarantee.

This is what the Church School garden looks like now (south garden) all ready for additional planting when the
weather is a little warmer. It looked like a field of grass (and weeds) before our volunteers got to work. We have
some plants to go in the garden, but if you would like to make a special donation towards soil, equipment or
plants, it would be appreciated.

AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION AND APPRECIATION

Friday May 28th from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. on Zoom
Please register to join: (To register, place the cursor (arrow) on the below link and left click. If this does not work,
right click and then choose 'open hyperlink'.)
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8htcFAkGSJWajj2Y1j0Rqg
Programme
Choral Evensong from All Saints' Church - Community Centre, Toronto
Premiere showing of the FaithWorks 25th Anniversary video
A Message from the Right Reverend Andrew Asbil, Bishop of Toronto
Life on the Frontline - a visit with some Ministry Partners Appreciation and Recognition

PHOTO GALLERY

Rhodes - Greek Orthodox Church

Rhodes – Fortress

Rhodes – beautiful public building

Plaque: ‘Rhodes World Heritage City’

Do you have any pictures of interest that we could share? Please submit them to the office for consideration.
****

NEW SECTION: SMILE OF THE WEEK!

In these times, anything that makes us smile is very important. Do you have something that could make
someone else smile? Please submit anything you have to the office for consideration.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO SAVE GOD’S CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL

We know we tell you every week but sometimes we just need a little reminder. With the necessity of wearing
masks, if you are using disposable ones, please cut the elastic/ribbons before disposing of them properly; some
ribbons can simply be pulled free of the mask. Animals, birds, fish, etc. can get caught up in the elastic. Don’t
forget to cut the plastic rings of can holders too. Please say no to plastic straws… there are many alternatives out
there now. And please use reusable bags when possible.
If you have the opportunity to share this message, please do so. The more people we make aware of this, the
better off God’s creatures may be. Thank you.

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
In these COVID-19 times, anyone needing to be at the church, for any reason, must sign in a log book as required
by public health directives for contact tracing. People must inform Rev. Leonard or the Office Administrator or a
Churchwarden why they need to visit St. George.

OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office is officially closed at this time because of COVID restrictions. We will be checking emails as
well as phone messages so please don’t hesitate to reach out when needed. Rev. Leonard is on call for
emergencies.
The church phone number is (416) 225-1922.
Office
Ext. 501
Rev. Leonard Leader
Ext. 515
Michael Leach
Ext. 504
Prayer Requests – Margie Lyttle 416-512-6265

office@stgeorgeonyonge.ca
leonard.leader@stgeorgeonyonge.ca
mmlyttle@hotmail.com

IMPORTANT LINKS
For regular updates on COVID-19 from Toronto Public Health, or for updates on the impact of COVID-19 on City
services, please visit www.toronto.ca/covid19. This link will also connect you to Provincial and Federal
information.
For information and updates from the Diocese, please visit www.toronto.anglican.ca
We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . .
Congregation Cycle
Olga Joloud
Isabelle Jones & Family
Khumbulau Kandawire
Vida Karimi
Joseph & Vimal King

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord; I am with
you always, to the close of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20

If you no longer wish to receive our email updates, please email office@stgeorgeonyonge.ca with “remove” as your subject.
Please feel free to share with friends. If you have received a forwarded copy and would like to receive the emails directly, please email
office@stgeorgeonyonge.ca

