Parish Update - St. George on Yonge – June 4, 2021

Enjoy a stroll past the garden

"Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realize they were the big things."
– Robert Breault

To our St. George on Yonge Parish Family and Friends,
DO YOU KNOW?
1) Who will be speaking at the service on June 13th about inclusivity?
2) What is the worship highlight for June 27th?
3) Where was the picture above taken?
4) When is the Great Canadian Giving Challenge ending?
5) Will you read all the way to the end? (We hope so – or at least a quick glance)
Did you find all the answers? Congratulations! Now you know!

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP KEVIN (May 29th)
Good morning,
Thank you again for continuing to share your weekly announcements and links. I always enjoy reading through
them on Saturday morning.
I was delighted to see the photos and warm wishes this week as Felicity and Fr. Leonard celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary this weekend. Blessings for many more years of love and joy together.
Friends at St. George on Yonge, as we journey into this season of Pentecost, may the Holy Spirit continue to
disrupt, comfort, enliven and renew.
Peace to you all,
+Kevin

FROM THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE
GATHER. PRAY. GRIEVE. HEAL.
WORSHIP
An invitation to gather in ceremony and prayer for The 215 Children. June 5 at noon and June 6 at 7 p.m.
Archbishop Mark MacDonald writes, “We invite you to join a Sacred Circle of prayer and ceremony as we practice
what we call Gospel Based Discipleship. Placing the Gospel in the Centre of the Sacred Circle, it is our way to
move from institution to relationship. We join as relatives in Good News, as relatives to all, mourning The 215
Children.” On Zoom. Learn more about Indigenous Justice in the Diocese of Toronto.

PLEASE JOIN IN FOR WORSHIP
CALL TO WORSHIP: The Sunday service for June 6th is being streamed live on the St. George on Yonge Facebook
page at 10 a.m. ET: https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgeonyonge/.
Watch with your fellow parishioners! And please comment so we know who is joining in.
The entire video will also be available on the page immediately after. Please invite your friends and family and
let's watch, pray, sing and react together while being physically apart! Since you’ll be in your own homes, you can
belt out the hymns if you like!
You can continue to access the services at https://stgeorgeonyonge.ca/sermons. Services for previous Sundays
can be accessed from the website by clicking on Sermon Archive. You can hear the sermon by calling the church
phone number and choosing option 8.

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

One Christian Family - Serving God together
Social Justice Vestry motion - Inclusivity
National Indigenous Day of Prayer
Intergenerational Sunday - Children and Youth

CLOSING EUCHARIST FROM THE DIOCESAN CLERGY CONFERENCE – June 9 at 4:30 p.m.
Rev. Leonard will be attending the virtual Diocesan Clergy Conference on Tuesday and Wednesday next week. He
will be responding to pastoral emergencies.
Everyone is invited to join the Closing Eucharist live streamed on Wednesday, June 9 at 4:30 p.m. from St. James
Cathedral.

SUNDAY JUNE 13 - “COMMITTING OURSELVES TO ANTI-BIAS, ANTI-RACISM AND INCLUSION”The June 13 service will focus on St. George’s 2021 Social Justice Vestry Motion, and will centre on the scriptural
calls for and the Christian imperative of inclusion of all people as equal and beloved children of God.
Dr. Andrea A. Davis will speak about the process for working toward inclusivity and fuller inclusion; she will then
lead a dialogue with Nancy Dodsworth and Craig Robertson who will share what the Vestry Motion and the
Parish’s journey toward deeper inclusivity and discernment of bias and racism, mean to them as parishioners.
This service is intended to launch our Parish’s anti-bias/anti-racism and inclusivity mission: the launch group will
be announcing further activities and events in the near future – please send your feedback and suggestions to
Craig Robertson – mcrobertson3@gmail.com or (647) 531-9044.
Dr. Andrea A. Davis is an Associate Professor in the Department of Humanities and Special
Advisor on the Faculty of Liberal Arts & Professional Studies’ Anti-Black Racism Strategy at York
University. She is former director of the Center for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean
and a 2021 recipient of the 3M National Teaching Fellowship, Canada’s most prestigious
recognition of excellence in post-secondary educational leadership and teaching. She is known to
many of us at St. George as a former parishioner.

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR –Save the date – June 13th

Come and join us for Coffee Hour on June 13th at 1:00 p.m. Information on how to join in will be included in the
update on June 11th. If you would like to host, please let us know.

June 2nd – Happy belated birthday to Geraldine!
Birthday Blessings to you!
Are there any special celebrations or other birthdays to be recognized?
Please let us know.

Thank you for your prayers, congratulations, beautiful messages and warm wishes on the occasion of our
50th wedding anniversary. We cherish all the heartfelt blessings that came our way. To God be the glory.
Rev Leonard and Felicity

A PRAYER
Bless our family, bless our forest house, bless our island helpers. Thou who hast made for us this place of ease
and hope, accept and inflame our gratitude; help us to repay, in service one to another, the debt of thine
unmerited benefits and mercies, so that, when the period of our stewardship draws to a conclusion, when the
windows begin to be darkened, when the bond of the family is to be loosed, there shall be no bitterness of
remorse in our farewells.
Help us to look back on the long way that Thou hast brought us, on the long days in which we have been served,
not according to our deserts, but our desires; on the pit and the miry clay, the blackness of despair, the horror of
misconduct, from which our feet have been plucked out. For our sins forgiven or prevented, for our shame
unpublished, we bless and thank Thee, O God. Help us yet again and ever. So order events, so strengthen our
frailty, as that day by day we shall come before Thee with this song of gratitude, and in the end we be dismissed
with honour. In their weakness and their fear, the vessels of thy handiwork so pray to Thee, so praise thee.
Amen.
by Robert Louis Stevenson
Submitted by Dorothy Ewer

SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP
Save the date! Next fellowship will be on Wednesday, June 16th at 11:00 a.m. Please note there is no minimum
age to qualify to participate in this fellowship!
Information on how to connect will be included in the update on June 11 th.

EVENING PRAYER WITH THE PARISH FAMILY

Join us for evening prayer by Zoom.
Thursday evenings – next service is on – June 10, 2021.
Time 7:30 to 8:00 p.m.
An opportunity to invite family and friends interested in evening worship.
Interested in being a reader? Please respond to this weekly update or call Rev. Leonard at 416 225-1922 x515.
To join by computer, tablet or smart phone – Go to the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4136849381 You may have to download Zoom. Passcode 1922
To join by phone – Call 647-374-4685 When prompted to enter the Meeting ID number, enter 4136849381 Then
press #. If prompted to enter a participation ID, just press # and stay on the line. You must use a passcode 1922

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Opportunities for the children to connect with us and each other while staying safely apart!
Calling all 6-11+ year olds. We are having our Zoom program this Sunday, June 6th at 11:30 a.m. (this
continues weekly). We will hear a story, we may attempt to sing a song or two, and do some activities related
to the story. (Please note that if there are any children older than 11 and they would like to join in – you are
most welcome!)
Calling all 3-5 year olds. We are having our Zoom program this Saturday, June 5th at 11:00 a.m. Join us for a
short time of prayer, stories, and activities filled with faith and fun!
You can just join in at the right time, no registration needed, but if possible, let Sarah (3-5 group) or Kathy (6-11
group) know that your child will be there.
To join by computer, tablet or smart phone – Go to the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4136849381 You may have to download Zoom. Passcode 1922
To join by phone – Call 647-374-4685 When prompted to enter the Meeting ID number, enter 4136849381
Then press #. If prompted to enter a participation ID, just press # and stay on the line. Passcode 1922
You can reach us at:
Sarah: sarah.layman@stgeorgestoronto.ca
Kathy: fambail@hotmail.com

GARDENING UPDATE
Our gardening team is hard at work. People in the community have been seen appreciating the south garden,
especially the apple blossoms and new colourful plants. One person likes to meditate there quite regularly.

And things are going to get even more colourful very shortly. Lots of blooms about to burst open.

STEWARD$HIP REMINDERS TO PARISHIONERS:







If you are not already donating using PAR, please seriously consider switching to this method of
intentional giving, to assist during this time of exceptional need. Envelope Secretary Anne Baillie at
family.baillie@sympatico.ca or 416-225-2570 will be happy to give you more information and help you
with the application.
This is a time when people are not attending in-person worship services, but the need for clergy and
pastoral support continues in difficult times and is even greater
Presenting virtual church services is complex, with greater time commitments, technology costs, and
soloist fees
The Office Administrator’s role is as busy as ever during the pandemic
The church still has utilities and maintenance expenses so the daycare can continue to operate, and in
turn make contributions to the church

THE GREAT CANADIAN GIVING CHALLENGE – ON NOW FOR THE WHOLE MONTH OF JUNE!

What is the Great Canadian Giving Challenge?
The Great Canadian Giving Challenge is a month-long initiative to encourage people to donate during a slow time
of the year for fundraising. Historically, this has been the month of June. CanadaHelps wanted to change that so
in 2015, they launched the first Great Canadian Giving Challenge to help charities engage their supporters and
raise more money.
Here’s how it works:
Every dollar donated to St. George on Yonge in June through CanadaHelps is an entry for a chance for St. George
on Yonge to win $20,000. Donations must be made via canadahelps.org.
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/49496 (Minimum $3 donation required). Contest runs from June 1, 2021 at
midnight (NDT) to June 30, 2021 at 11:59:59 p.m. (PDT). See full rules at:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/givingchallenge-rules.
Please note we are not asking you to switch over to giving through CanadaHelps. Continue to give through
envelopes or PAR to save the Church the credit card processing fees (3.75%) CanadaHelps charges. While we
know these are hard times for many, we are asking if it’s possible for you to give a little extra during the month of
June to give St. George on Yonge a chance to win the $20,000 prize. Thank you!

PHOTO GALLERY
Scenes of Australia:

Koala

St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Melbourne
Uluru (Ayer’s Rock)
.
in the centre of the country, sacred to Indigenous people
Geraldine Sperling

Do you have any pictures of interest that we could share? Please submit them to the office for consideration.
****

SMILE OF THE WEEK!

In these times, anything that makes us smile is very important. Do you have something that could make
someone else smile? Please submit anything you have to the office for consideration.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO SAVE GOD’S CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL

We know we tell you every week but sometimes we just need a little reminder. With the necessity of wearing
masks, if you are using disposable ones, please cut the elastic/ribbons before disposing of them properly; some
ribbons can simply be pulled free of the mask. Animals, birds, fish, etc. can get caught up in the elastic. Don’t
forget to cut the plastic rings of can holders too. Please say no to plastic straws… there are many alternatives out
there now. And please use reusable bags when possible.
If you have the opportunity to share this message, please do so. The more people we make aware of this, the
better off God’s creatures may be. Thank you.

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
In these COVID-19 times, anyone needing to be at the church, for any reason, must sign in a log book as required
by public health directives for contact tracing. People must inform Rev. Leonard or the Office Administrator or a
Churchwarden why they need to visit St. George.

OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office is officially closed at this time because of COVID restrictions. We will be checking emails as
well as phone messages so please don’t hesitate to reach out when needed. Rev. Leonard is on call for
emergencies.
The church phone number is (416) 225-1922.
Office
Ext. 501
Rev. Leonard Leader
Ext. 515
Michael Leach
Ext. 504
Prayer Requests – Margie Lyttle 416-512-6265

office@stgeorgeonyonge.ca
leonard.leader@stgeorgeonyonge.ca
mmlyttle@hotmail.com

IMPORTANT LINKS
For regular updates on COVID-19 from Toronto Public Health, or for updates on the impact of COVID-19 on City
services, please visit www.toronto.ca/covid19. This link will also connect you to Provincial and Federal
information.
For information and updates from the Diocese, please visit www.toronto.anglican.ca
We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . .
Congregation Cycle
Dan & Rebecca Marlatt & Luke
Nicola Martin & Family
Patrick Matovu
Russell McAllister & Lea-Lyn Dela Cruz
Wesley Stevens & Aili Maki & Andreas & Ella Bloomquist

“Whoever does the will of God
is my brother and sister and mother.”
Mark 3:35

