St. George on Yonge
Anglican

December 29, 2024

First Sunday after Christmas — Lessons and Carols

10:00 a.m. — Eucharist

Welcome

Hearing Assistive Devices and Large Print service leaflets are available
Please ask an usher for assistance

byep D T
s A LESSONS 5

St. George on Yonge Anglican Church, 5350 Yonge St. Toronto, ON M2N 5R5 416 225-1922
office@stgeorgeonyonge.ca www.stgeorgeonyonge.ca



2

The Gathering of the Community

Opening Hymn Hymn #123 “Once in Royal David’s City” Text by Cecil Frances Alexander

1

He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,

and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall.

With the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Once in royal David’s city 3 Notin that poor lowly stable,
stood a lowly cattle shed, with the oxen standing by,

where a mother laid her baby we shall see him, but in heaven,
in a manger for his bed. set at God’s right hand on high,

Mary was that mother mild, when, like stars, his children
Jesus Christ her little child. crowned

all in white shall gather round.

The Bidding Prayer Remain standing
Celebrant Dear People of God: in this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to

hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem, and see the Son
of God lying in the manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of
God'’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the
glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child Jesus; and let us make this
place glad with our carols of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his
whole world; for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the
Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this
city. And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the
poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and
those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as
those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, let us remember
before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus,
we are one for evermore. The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give
us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the
King of Angels bring us all. Amen.



Please be seated.
The First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The
woman said to the serpent, “‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God
said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall
you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took-
2-of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord
God called to the man, and said to him, “‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you
in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” He said, ‘Who told
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to
eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the
tree, and | ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’
The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. | will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’

Reader The word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn #126 “Away in a Manger” Text from American (19th century)
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
sweet head. | love you, Lord Jesus—look down from
The stars in the bright sky looked on high
down where he lay, and stay by my side until morning is

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. nigh.
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3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with you there.

The Second Lesson Isaiah 7:10-15
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us.”

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.
Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that
you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds
and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Reader The word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn #89 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Translation from Latin by John Mason Neale
1 O come, o come, Emmanuel, 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
and ransom captive Israel in one the hearts of humankind;
that mourns in lonely exile here O bid our bitter conflict cease,
until the Son of God appear. and be for us our Prince of Peace.

Refrain
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

2 0O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who orders all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Refrain

The Third Lesson Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But
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she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for-3-ever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’
Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Reader The word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn #117 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Text from German and by Friedrich Layritz;
translation by Theodore Baker & Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth
1 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 2 lsaiah ‘twas foretold it,
from tender stem hath sprung, the Rose | have in mind;
of Jesse’s lineage coming with Mary we behold it,
as seers of old have sung. the virgin mother kind.
It came, a blossom bright To show God'’s love aright,
amid the cold of winter, she bore to us a Saviour,
when half spent was the night. when half spent was the night.

3 O Flower, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendour
the darkness everywhere;
true man, yet very God,
from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.
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The Fourth Lesson Luke 1:39-58
The Virgin Mary is greeted by Elizabeth and proclaims her joy.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfiiment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he
has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength
with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with
good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants for ever.” And Mary remained with her for about three months and
then returned to her home. Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and
they rejoiced with her.

Reader The word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn #145 “Good King Wenceslas” Text by John Mason Neale
1 Good King Wenceslas looked out 2 “Hither, page, and stand by me,
on the feast of Stephen, if thou knowest it, telling:
when the snow lay round about, yonder peasant, who is he?
deep and crisp and even. Where and what his dwelling?”
Brightly shone the moon that night, “Sire, he lives a good league hence,
though the frost was cruel, underneath the mountain,
when a poor man came in sight, right against the forest fence,

gathering winter fuel. by St. Agnes’ fountain.”



3 “Bring me flesh and bring me wine, 5 In his master’s steps he trod,
bring me pine-logs hither; where the snow lay dinted;
thou and | will see him dine, heat was in the very sod
when we bear them thither.” which the saint had printed.
Page and monarch forth they went, Therefore, Christians all, be sure,
forth they went together, wealth and rank possessing,
through the rude wind’s wild lament, ye who now will bless the poor,
and the bitter weather. shall yourselves find blessing.

4  “Sire, the night is darker now,

and the wind blows stronger:

fails my heart, | know not how;
| can go no longer.”

“Mark my footsteps, my good page,
tread thou in them boldly.

Thou shalt find the winter’s rage
freeze thy blood less coldly.”

The Fifth Lesson Luke 2:1-20
Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
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with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Reader The word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn #139 “The First Noél” Text from English tradition
1 The first noél the angel did say 2 They lookéd up and saw a star,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as shining in the east, beyond them
they lay. far;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep and to the earth it gave great light,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. and so it continued both day and
night.
Refrain:  Noél, noél, noél, noel,
born is the King of Israel. Refrain

The Sixth Lesson John 1:1-18
The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of
whom | said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the
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only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Reader The word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn #118 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Text by John Francis Wade & Etienne-Jean-Francois;
translation by Frederick Oakley & William T. Brooke
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 5 Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy
triumphant, morning;
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: Jesus, to thee be glory given;
come and behold him, born the king Word of the Father, now in flesh
of angels; appearing:

Refrain
Refrain: O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in
exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God in the highest:
Refrain

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon
him and to be born into humanity: Grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your
Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit
be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Hymn Hymn #120 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Text by Phillips Brooks
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 2 For Christ is born of Mary;
how still we see thee lie! and, gathered all above,
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep while mortals sleep, the angels keep
the silent stars go by; their watch of wondering love.
yet in thy dark streets shineth O morning stars, together,
the everlasting light; proclaim the holy birth,
the hopes and fears of all the years and praises sing to God the King,
are met in thee tonight. and peace to all the earth.
The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus
Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that
we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become
your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
Michael | your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Leach Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the
night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
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given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and

the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer [Michael Leach]

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, let us pray,

Our Father in heav’n, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the People of God
Thanks be to God

Lamb of God [Michael Leach]

People

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us, have mercy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us your peace, grant us your peace.

All are welcome to receive communion with us

As the ushers pass your pew, please line up in the centre aisle.

e Toreceive a blessing, as you reach the priest with the bread, cross your arms over your
chest. Return to your seat after receiving the blessing.

e Toreceive the bread, hold your hands in front of you, palms up.

e To receive the wine from the cup, take the bottom of the cup and the base and guide it
to your mouth.

e If you prefer to take only the bread, you may indicate this to the cup bearer by crossing
your arms over your chest, or simply walking past them.

Communion Music
Hymn The Holly and the Ivy

1. The holly and the ivy, when they are both full 2. The holly bears a blossom, as

grown white as lily flow'r
Of all trees that are in the wood, the holly And Mary bore sweet Jesus
bears the crown Christ, to be our dear Saviour
Refrain: O, the rising of the sun, and the running Refrain
of the deer
The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in
the choir
Hymn #119 “Silent Night” Text by Joseph Mobhr; translation by John Freeman Young
1 Silent night! Holy night! 3  Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright Son of God, love’s pure light
round yon virgin mother and child. radiant beams from thy holy face,
Holy infant so tender and mild, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
sleep in heavenly peace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
sleep in heavenly peace. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

2 Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia,

Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born.
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Prayer after Communion

Celebrant Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements

The Blessing

Celebrant May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth fill
you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel, and may the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn Hymn #138 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Text by Charles Wesley

1  Hark! The herald angels sing, 3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of
“Glory to the newborn King, Peace!
peace on earth, and mercy mild, Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
God and sinners reconciled.” Light and life to all he brings,

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth.

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.” Refrain
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored;

Christ, the everlasting Lord;

late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail, the incarnate deity,
pleased as one of us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Refrain
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Dismissal
Subdeacon Followers of Jesus, Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Serve the World God Loves!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia,

Please join us for coffee hour in the parish hall following the service.

2024 Donations: A reminder that in order to receive income tax receipts for 2024
donations, they must be received by Sunday, December 29 so that they can be included in
the deposit for 2024.

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . ..
Congregation Cycle
David & Judith B / Pamela B / Maxine & Nigel B, Liam & Mikaela / Marcia B /
Ronald B

Today’s Scripture Readings | Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings

First Sunday after Christmas Epiphany of the Lord
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 148 Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Col 3:12-17 Ephesians 3:1-12

Luke 2:41-52 Matthew 2:1-12
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Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Ali McIntosh | Videographer Egan Done
Subdeacon Margie Lyttle Ushers Hazel Perkin,
Chalice Bearers Margie Lyttle Ann-Marie Waithe Powell
Craig Robertson Duty Warden & Welcome Table
Readers Max Wynter Craig Robertson
Geraldine Sperling Altar Guild Margie Little
Rudy Powell Counters Lorraine Baillie
Judy Bradshaw Craig Robertson
Alan Sperling
Pianist Geraldine Sperling

Territorial Acknowledgement

The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat,
Haudenosaunee (ho-den-oh-show-nee) and Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nations, and the
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This territory was the subject of the Dish With One
Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the
Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great
Lakes. This territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to
many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island.

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land.
We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community,
and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.



