
 

 
December 7, 2025 

 

Second Sunday of Advent with Baptism 
 

10:00 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 

Welcome 
 

Hearing Assistive Devices and Large Print service leaflets are available 
Please ask an usher for assistance 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle for Peace (please remain seated) 
 

Reader One  Because of war, because of violence in our communities, because there is still so 
much unrest in our world, we light a candle of peace... 

Reader Two Because hatred is still so strong, because so many swords have not yet been 
beaten into ploughshares, we light a candle of peace…   

 

(Light the second candle in the Advent wreath then the first.) 
 

Reader One May the light from this candle overwhelm the world. 
Reader Two May the light from this candle say to all that God’s peace is coming on earth as it 

already is in heaven. 
Reader One Friends in Christ, be not afraid, God’s peace is at hand! 
 

All God of Peace, we seek You.  During this holy season of Advent, help us to 
share peace with all whom we encounter. 

Prayer 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, O Promised One.  Once again we come to 
this time of Advent and await your presence. 
Give us the patience to seek the meaning of these busy days. 
Give us the courage to wait in times of pain and trouble. 
Give us the compassion to wait for one another. 
Give us the faith to wait for the Messiah when we are threatened by the Herods 
of this world. 
Give us the hope to wait for the Saviour even when we cannot hear the angels 
singing. 
Give us the love that does not wait when it meets Christ in our neighbour.  
Amen. 
 

Musical Meditation 
 

Processional Hymn #103 “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry” 
Text by Charles Coffin; translation by John Chandler 

 

1 On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within. 
Prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
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3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 

 like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine 
hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once 
more. 

 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore 

 and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 

Greeting page 185 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
 
 

Collect for Purity page 185 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison [Arranged by Michael Leach] 
Cantor Kyrie eleison. 
People Kyrie eleison.  Kyrie eleison. 
Cantor Christe eleison. 
People Christe eleison.  Christe eleison. 
Cantor Kyrie eleison. 
People Kyrie eleison.  Kyrie eleison. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People God of justice, clear our lives of hatred and despair and sow in us seeds of joy 

and peace; so that shoots of hope may spring forth in us as we await the 
coming of the Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
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The Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1–10 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 

2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 

the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 

hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

 inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72:1–8 Arrangement by Christopher L. Webber / Tune Hymn #224 Richmond 
 

1 Send us, O God, the King whose reign 
Will make your justice known; 

Let him deal fairly with your land, 
The poor, and all your own. 

 

2 Let every mountain, every hill, 
Bring righteousness and peace; 

Let him defend the needy poor, 
Make all oppression cease. 

3 So long as sun and moon endure 
Let him, O Lord, remain; 

Let him come down as showers, Lord, 
And as refreshing rain. 

 

4 Let peace and righteousness increase 
Till moons shall be no more, 

And let him have dominion, Lord, 
And reign from shore to shore. 
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Second Reading: Romans 15:4–13 
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  5 May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  
8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,  9 and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  As it is written, 

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name;” 
10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people;” 
11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him;” 
12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn #107 “Prepare the Way” Luke 3:4,6; paraphrase by Taizé Community (France) 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 
prepare the way of the Lord, 
and all people will see 

 
Repeat as needed. 
 

the salvation of our God. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1–12 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
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“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey.  5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan,  6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bear fruit worthy 
of repentance.  9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor;’ 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  10 Even now 
the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.  12 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

The Baptism 
 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates  

Mohammad Hadi Akhandinia, Nima Hashemi Sajadi, Amirali Hashemi Sajadi, 
and Behnaz Mazandanani 

 
Celebrant The candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Sponsors We present Mohammad Hadi Akhandinia, Nima Hashemi Sajadi, Amirali 
Hashemi Sajadi, and Behnaz Mazandanani to receive the sacrament of baptism. 

  

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the people you present is nurtured in the 
faith and life of the Christian community? 

Sponsors I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help them to grow into the full stature of 

Christ? 
Sponsors I will, with God’s help. 
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The celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates. 
Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 

against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 

creatures of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Saviour? 
Answer I do. 
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
Question Do you promise to obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 
 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Mohammad 
Hadi, Nima, Amirali, and Behnaz in their life in Christ? 

People We will. 
 

Prayers for the Candidate page 155 
Celebrant Let us now pray for Mohammad Hadi, Nima, Amirali, and Behnaz who are to 

receive the sacrament of new birth. 
 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Open them to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; 
who lives and reigns now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Celebration of Baptism 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  Over water the Holy Spirit 

moved in the beginning of creation.  Through water you led the children of Israel 
out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.  In water your Son Jesus 
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 
Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 
bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.  In it we are buried with Christ 
in his death.  By it we share in his resurrection.  Through it we are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit.  Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Now sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who are 
here cleansed from sin and born again, may continue for ever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
Celebrant Let us join with Mohammad Hadi, Nima, Amirali, and Behnaz who are 

committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant page 158 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, The Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the 
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third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain, 

and renew the life of the Earth? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
The Baptism page 160 
Celebrant Mohammad Hadi Akhandinia, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ’s own for ever. 

 

Celebrant Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed from darkness to light. 
People Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Celebrant Nima Hashemi Sajadi, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ’s own for ever. 

 

Celebrant Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed from darkness to light. 
People Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
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Celebrant Amirali Hashemi Sajadi, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ’s own for ever. 

 

Celebrant Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed from darkness to light. 
People Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Celebrant Behnaz Mazandanani, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ’s own for ever. 

 

Celebrant Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed from darkness to light. 
People Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Celebrant  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to 
the new life of grace.   

 Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.   
Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all 
your works.  Amen. 

 
Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
The Peace page 192 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory Hymn #102 “Prepare the Way, O Zion” Text by Frans Mikael Franzen 
 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, 
your Christ is drawing near! 

Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. 

Greet one who comes in glory, 
foretold in sacred story. 
 

Refrain: Oh, blest is Christ that came 
in God’s most holy name. 
 

2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; 
he comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom, 
and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, 
for grace and joy abounding.  

Refrain 

3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 
your Saviour’s rule embrace. 

His tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow before him, 
their voices will adore him. 

 

Refrain 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People God our strength, we are nothing without you.  Receive all we offer you this 

day as you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer C  
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Celebrant It is right to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, sustainer of the 

universe.  
People Glory to you for ever and ever.  
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Celebrant At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the 
vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 
and this fragile earth, our island home; by your will they were created and have 
their being. From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 
blessed us with the capacity for memory, reason, and skill; you made us the 
stewards of your creation.  

People Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

Celebrant But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. Again and again you called us to return. Through prophets and sages 
you revealed your righteous law. In the fullness of time you sent your Son, born 
of a woman, to be our Savior. He was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities. By his death he opened to us the way of freedom and 
peace.  

People Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

Celebrant Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night 
he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” In the same way, after 
supper, he took the cup of wine; he gave you thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, we celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await 
the day of his coming.  

People Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

Celebrant Therefore, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them 
by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. Sanctify 
us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit 
in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  

Hymn 689 
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People Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

Celebrant Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new creation. 
Gather your Church together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
where peace and justice are revealed, that we, with all your people, of every 
language, race, and nation, may share the banquet you have promised. Through 
Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, creator of all.  

People Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer [Michael Leach] 
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
People Our Father in heav’n, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread #5 page 212 
Celebrant God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
People Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

O Lamb of God [Hymn #690] 
People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 

 

The Communion page 213 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion with us 
As the ushers pass your pew, please line up in the centre aisle. 

• To receive a blessing, as you reach the priest with the bread, cross your arms over your 

chest.  Return to your seat after receiving the blessing. 

• To receive the bread, hold your hands in front of you, palms up. 

• To receive the wine from the cup, take the bottom of the cup and the base and guide it 

to your mouth. 

• If you prefer to take only the bread, you may indicate this to the cup bearer by crossing 

your arms over your chest, or simply walking past them. 
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Communion Hymn #100 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
Isaiah 40:1–5; paraphrase by Johannes G. Olearius; translation by Catherine Winkworth 

 

1 Comfort, comfort ye my people; 
speak ye peace:  thus says your God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 
bowed beneath oppression’s load; 

speak ye to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them: 

tell her that her sins I cover, 
and her warfare now is over. 

 
 

2 Hark!  The herald’s voice is calling 
in the desert far and near, 

calling us to new repentance, 
since the reign of God is here. 

Oh, the warning call obey! 
Now prepare for Christ a way; 

let the valleys rise to meet him 
and the hills bow down to greet him. 

3 Make ye straight what long was 
crooked; 

make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble 

as befits Messiah’s reign, 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o’er the earth is shed 
abroad, 

and all flesh shall see the token 
that God’s Word is never broken. 

 

Advent Meditation 
Hymn #95 “O Come, Divine Messiah” Text by Simon-Joseph Pellegrin; 

translation by Sister Mary of St. Philip 
 

1 O come, divine Messiah; 
the world in silence waits the day 

when hope shall sing its triumph 
and sadness flee away. 

 
Refrain: 

Dear Saviour, haste!  Come, come to 
earth. 

Dispel the night and show your face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 

O come, Divine Messiah; 
the world in silence waits the day 

when hope shall sing its triumph 
and sadness flee away. 

2 O Christ, whom nations sigh for, 
whom priest and prophet long 
foretold, 

come, break the captives’ fetters, 
redeem the long-lost fold. 

 
Refrain 
 
3 O come in peace and meekness 

and lowly will your cradle be; 
all clothed in human weakness 

shall we your Godhead see. 
 
Refrain 
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Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, so that when your Son Jesus Christ 

comes again as judge and saviour, we may be ready to receive him, who is our 
Lord and our God.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Celebrant Christ the light of our lives shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the Blessing of 
God, creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be upon you now and always. Amen.  

 

Prayers for Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Recessional Hymn #108 “Hark, a Herald Voice Is Sounding”  
 Translation from Latin by Edward Caswell 
 

1 Hark, a herald voice is sounding, 
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say. 

“Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day.” 

 

2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us all, with deep repentance, 
pray that we may be forgiven,  

4 that when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 

with his mercy he may shield us, 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 

5 Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 

with the everlasting Spirit, 
while eternal ages run. 

 
Dismissal 
Subdeacon Followers of Jesus, Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Serve the World God Loves! 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for refreshments following the service. 
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We are a faith community dedicated to being a safe and inclusive place for all people to 
experience God's love.  

We celebrate God's gift of diversity by honouring and welcoming people from all gender 
identities, sexualities, marital statuses, family configurations, ages, abilities, races, ethnicities, 

and socioeconomic circumstances.  
No matter who you are, you are welcomed, loved, and valued.  

 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Is 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7,18-19 
Rom 15:4-13 

Mt 3:1-12 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:4-9 
Jas 5:7-10 

Mt 11:2-11 
 

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . . 

Congregation Cycle 
Oladeji O / Godfrey O / Damiana P / Asoka P / Hazel P 

 

Celebrant  & Preacher    Rev. Ali McIntosh 
Subdeacon  Margie Lyttle 
Server Donya Xu 
Chalice Bearers Aili Maki,  
 Craig Robertson 
Intercessor Geraldine Sperling 
Readers Judy Bradshaw, 
 Izu Umezinne 
Crucifer Soroush Javaheri 
Organist Michael Leach  

Videographer Egan Done 
Altar Guild Maggie Sumner 
Ushers Ann-Marie Waithe Powell, 
 Hazel Perkin 
Duty Warden & Welcome Table 
 Craig Robertson 
Coffee Hour Hosts Nancy and Michael Dodsworth 
Counters Richard Snider, Carolyn Poonwoo,  
 Colette Lyttle 

 
Territorial Acknowledgement 
The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee (ho-
den-oh-show-nee) and Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nations, and the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation. This territory was the subject of the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an 
agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share 
and care for the resources around the Great Lakes. This territory is also covered by the Toronto 
Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit 
ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 


