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Words of Welcome and Instruction

For those who are at St. George on Yonge for the first time or who are visiting, it’s good to
have you with us! Welcome!

% We invite you to participate in as much of the worship as you wish and are able.

“» We welcome your participation, children and adults, in the “Christmas Pageant”. |s
there a part you’ve always wanted to play?

++» Please do not worry about your children, as this service is for them as well as everyone
else here tonight.

%+ Personal hearing systems are available—please speak with the ushers if this would
enhance your experience of worship at St. George on Yonge.

%+ Large print bulletins are available—please speak with the ushers.

May your presence in our midst be a blessing to us, even as we hope our time together is a
blessing to you.

We Gather Together

Presider  He’s coming! He’s coming! The Saviour of the World is coming!
People Let us prepare our hearts to greet him!

Presider  He comes to each one of us, healing and restoring our lives!
People Praise be to God for God’s mighty gift to us.

Presider O Come, Prince of Peace, bring your light to us!

People We are ready to receive you in our lives! Amen.

Presider A light shining in the darkness . ..
People What could it be?

Presider  The sound of angels’ wings . ..
People What could it mean?

Presider A baby bornin astable. ..
People Who could it be?

Presider  Let’s go to Bethlehem and see.



Candle Lighting The Christ Candle

Reader 1  Christmas is come!

Reader 2  Christ has come!

Reader 1 No more waiting!

Reader 2 No more sorrow! We light the Christ candle because the light banishes our
distress.

All the candles are lighted.

People Lord of never-ending light, we welcome you into this world. Amen.

We Listen to the Story
The Birth of Jesus, an Event for Everyone! (Luke 2:1-20)

Presider  Holy God, you sent your angels to tell shepherds the good news:
“To you is born this day a Saviour, the Messiah, the Lord.”
Help us hear with the shepherds this good news, that we too may glorify and
praise you for all that we have seen and heard. Amen.

Introduction to the Story (Luke 2)

Narrator Over two thousand years ago, a weary world awaited its promised saviour. At
the appointed time, a governor’s order sent the messiah’s parents from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. Imagine, a decree of the Roman Empire becomes the
means to fulfill God’s prophecies. Timeless stories, timeless truths, timeless
love: our messiah has come! Christ is here!

Scene 1: “The Manger Scene”

(The scene opens with the inn keeper on stage standing behind a table)

Narrator: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.

Narrator: Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child.
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Joseph and Mary were looking for a place to stay and got to an Inn and asked if there
was room at the Inn for them. The Innkeeper was sad as he could see that Mary was
expecting but he had no room. He shook his head no but then pointed to his stable
where they could stay.

Narrator: Mary and Joseph went to the stable and while they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child.

Narrator: And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
(Mary holds up the baby for all to see.)

Carol #126 “Away in a Manger” Text from American (19th century)
Sung by Carter Lyttle

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Scene 2: “The Shepherds and the Angels”

Narrator: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Suddenly an Angel appeared before them.

Narrator: The angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified.

Narrator: But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I| am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’

(The other angels join the angel (some angels in the congregation can stand up or come to
the front at that time too)
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Narrator: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
(Congregation says together)
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom God favours!”

Song — Gloria
Gloria, Gloria, in Excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Narrator: We will now sing hymn #136 While Shepherds watched their flocks by night.
(Angels can return to their seats)

Carol #136 “While Shepherds Watched their Flocks”
Luke 2:8—14; paraphrase by Nahum Tate

1  While shepherds watched their flocks 6  “All glory be to God on high,

by night and to the world be peace;
all seated on the ground, good will henceforth from heaven to
the angel of the Lord came down earth
and glory shone around. begin, and never cease.”

2 “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind.
“Glad tidings of great joy | bring
to you and humankind.

Scene 3: “The Shepherds meet Jesus”

Narrator: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another,

‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.’

Narrator: So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.

Narrator: The shepherds were astounded and filled with the Glory of God and praised
God for all they heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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Narrator: We will now sing hymn #120 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Carol #120, verses 1 & 4 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Text by Phillips Brooks
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 4 O holy child of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie! descend to us, we pray;

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep cast out our sin and enter in;
the silent stars go by; be born in us today.

yet in thy dark streets shineth We hear the Christmas angels
the everlasting light; the great glad tidings tell;

the hopes and fears of all the years O come to us, abide with us,
are met in thee tonight. our Lord Emmanuel.

Presider  God, we see your light shining in the darkness. We hear the Christmas Angels.
We behold your promises fulfilled in the birth of this wondrous child. May this
magical story become real in our lives. Amen.

Hymn “Mary’s Boy Child” Text by Jester Hairston

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible says,

Mary’s Boy Child, Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day.

Refrain:  Hark, now hear the angels sing, a King was born today,
And man will live forevermore, because of Christmas Day.

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, they saw a bright new shining star,
they heard a choir from heaven sing, the music came from afar.
Refrain:  Hark, now hear the angels sing, a King was born today,

And man will live forevermore, because of Christmas Day.

Now Joseph and his wife, Mary, came to Bethlehem that night,

they found no place to bear her Child, not a single room was in sight.

Refrain:  Hark, now hear the angels sing, a King was born today,
And man will live forevermore, because of Christmas Day.

By and by they found a little nook, in a stable all forlorn,

and in a manger cold and dark, Mary’s little Boy Child was born.

Refrain:  Hark, now hear the angels sing, a King was born today,
And man will live forevermore, because of Christmas Day.

Happy Birthday, Jesus!



We express our thanks to everyone helping and participating in our Christmas
Pageant.

The Christmas Poinsettias are given to the glory of God, and in celebration of
Christmas.
From Anne and Lorraine Baillie
And to the glory of God, and with hope and prayers for peace in the world.
From Geraldine and Alan Sperling

2025 Donations: A reminder that in order to receive income tax receipts for 2025
donations, they must be received by Sunday, December 28 so that they can be included in
the deposit for 2025. Donations can be given via e-transfer up to December 30th or
through CanadaHelps up to December 31°t,

Presider Rev. Ali McIntosh
Subdeacon Margie Lyttle
Narrator Hazel Perkin
Music Michael Leach

All music and texts for hymns and songs is covered under Onelicense A-718829
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Territorial Acknowledgement

The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat,
Haudenosaunee (ho-den-oh-show-nee) and Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nations, and the
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This territory was the subject of the Dish With One
Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the
Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great
Lakes. This territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to
many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island.

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land.
We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community,
and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.



