St. George on Yonge
Anglican

MONDAY CONNECT GROUP - NOVEMBER 17, 2025

Introduction and welcome
Everyone is welcome whenever you can attend, even if only now and then. The Connect group
is a time to get to know each other and have some useful discussion.

Opening prayer

God of love, you love this world, and you choose to show that love through us. You have given
us gifts and talents that we can use to bless this world, to heal the hurting, to feed the needy, to
encourage the downtrodden. Give us love and the courage to share those gifts, by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit and the presence of your loving son Jesus. Amen

Sharing — how things are going for each of us
If people wish, this is a time to share what is happening with us.

Portions of Scripture related to the theme of Stewardship Sunday on Nov 16
Luke 12:48b

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

1 Peter 4:10
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God's grace in its various forms.

Proverbs 3:9-10
Honour the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with new wine.

Mark 12:41-44

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow
came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him,
Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she
had to live on.”

Commentaries

About the Luke quote

People are judged based on how they use their resources, such as talents, knowledge, and
wealth. The more one knows their responsibilities or the more blessings they have received, the
greater the expectation for their actions and the more severe the consequences for failing to act.
This is sometimes paraphrased as, ‘With great power comes great responsibility’.



About the 1 Peter quote

Every believer has received a unique spiritual gift from God to be used in serving others. This
‘manifold grace’ is diverse and should be stewarded faithfully, with the ultimate purpose of
glorifying God. This can be applied through various gifts, such as speaking God's word or serving
with the strength God provides.

About the Proverbs quote

The passage is a command to give God the best and first of one's possessions and harvests as
a way to honour Him. This act of honouring God is followed by a promise of overflowing
abundance. This passage is often seen as a principle of giving, where obedience leads to a
blessing of plenty, rather than a strict rule about a specific percentage to give.

Discussion questions

Regardless of your financial circumstances growing up, did you see habits of generosity?

How does reflecting on God’s generosity impact your own desire to be more generous?

What might you do differently if you took the concept of being a steward really seriously?

How can your daily activities and decisions be a reflection of your values and your faith?

If someone found your lost bank statement or credit card statement, could they tell if you

were a Christian?

Why is it important to being a faithful disciple of Jesus that we are good stewards of our lives,

our relationships, and our planet?

7. What does the widow's generosity in Mark tell us about her relationship with God?

8. In some congregations, ‘stewardship’ is a synonym for ‘fundraising’. What is lost when
stewardship is given such a narrow focus?

9. What are the responsibilities that come with being stewards of creation?

10.What do we think of ‘proportional giving’, i.e., committing to give a percentage of what we
earn?

11.What do we think of asking people to make pledges?
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Closing prayer

Gracious God, unending source of blessing and grace, we thank you for the abundance of your
gifts. You have laid the treasures of your goodness in our hands. Give us the strength to carry
your love to others and enter gladly into the world, by the power of your Spirit working in us. This
we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Let us connect again on Monday, December 1, 2025



