
 
 
 

January 25, 2026 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany (Proper 3) 
 

10:00 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 

Welcome 
 

Hearing Assistive Devices and Large Print service leaflets are available 
Please ask an usher for assistance 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 
Processional Hymn #159 “Brightest and Best” Text by Reginald Heber 
 

1 Brightest and best of the stars of the 
morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us 
thine aid: 

gem of the East, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is 
laid. 

 

2 Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are 
shining, 

low lies his head with the beasts of 
the stall; 

angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of 
all. 

 

3 Say, shall we yield him, in costly 
devotion, 

odours of Edom and offerings divine, 
gems of the mountain and pearls of the 
ocean, 

myrrh from the forest and gold from 
the mine? 

 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour 
secure; 

richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the 
poor. 

 

Repeat verse 1 

 

Greeting and Collect for Purity page 185 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Hymn #365 “Glory to God on High” Paraphrase by Paul Gibson 
 

1 Glory to God on high, 
and peace to all on earth. 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 
our heavenly King. 

We give you praise, 
almighty God and Father blessed 
in glory bright. 

2 Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
the Father’s only Son, 

the sacrificial Lamb, 
who saves the world from sin, 

have mercy Lord. 
Beside the Father’s hand enthroned, 
now hear our prayer. 
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3 You only are the Lord. 
You only are most high. 

You only are the holy one, 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

And now you reign 
with Father and with Spirit one 

 in glorious light. 

 

 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Let us pray.   
People Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.  

Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1–4 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

1 But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish.  In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will 
make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness— on them light has shined.  3 You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder.  4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 27:5–11 Arrangement by Christopher L. Webber 

Tune Hymn #7 Melcombe 
 

1 One thing alone I ask of God: 
To dwell in his most holy place, 
To seek him in his sacred courts 
And see his beauty face to face. 

 

 2 For he, when times of trouble come, 
Shall hide me in his secret place 
And set me high upon a rock 
Above my foes and keep me safe. 
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3 He lifts my head above my foes, 
Therefore I make my offering; 
With sounds of gladness I will come, 
Make music to the Lord and sing. 

 

4 Hearken, my Savior, when I call; 
Have mercy on me, answer me; 
You say, “Seek me,” within my heart; 

 Your face will I seek constantly. 

 

Second Reading: I Corinthians 1:18–31 
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.  19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe.  22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom,  23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God.  25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters:  not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  27 But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong;  28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are,  29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  30 He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption,  31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual: “Alleluia” 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:12–23 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  13 He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali,  14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 

17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen.  19 And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  20 Immediately they left their nets 
and followed him.  21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them.  22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn #44 “I Believe in God Almighty” Paraphrase by Sylvia G. Dunstan 
 

1 I believe in God almighty, 
Father of all things that be, 

maker of the earth and heavens, 
keeper of the sky and sea. 

I believe in God’s Son, Jesus, 
now for us both Lord and Christ, 

of the Spirit and of Mary 
born to bring abundant life. 

 

2 I believe that Jesus suffered, 
scourged and scorned and crucified; 

taken from the cross, was buried— 
true life there had truly died. 
 

I believe that on the third day 
Christ was raised up from the 
grave, 

then ascended to God’s right hand. 
 He will come to judge and save. 
 

3 I believe in God’s own Spirit, 
bonding all the saints within 

one Church, catholic, and holy, 
where forgiveness frees from sin; 

in the body’s resurrection, 
for the breaking of death’s chain 

gives the life that’s everlasting: 
this the faith that I have claimed. 
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The Prayers of the People 
Leader Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Confession and Absolution page 191 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; God  

welcomes sinners and invites them to the table.  Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
People we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Peace page 192 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory Hymn #430 “Will You Come and Follow Me” Text by John L. Bell 
 

1 Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 
 

2 Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 
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3 Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 

 in you and you in me? 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

 in you and you in me. 

4 Will you love the “you” you hide 
if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around 
through my sight and touch and 
sound 

in you and you in me? 

 

 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Loving God, before the world began you called us.  Make holy all we offer you 

this day, and strengthen us in that calling.  We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer #3 page 198 

Proper Preface Lord’s Day 1 page 218 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; you are the source 

of light and life for all your creation, you made us in your own image, and call us 
to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 
People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made 
known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely 
accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  this is my body 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
People we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in 

glory; 
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they 
may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and 
bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Michael 
Leach 
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The Lord’s Prayer [Michael Leach] 
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
People Our Father in heav’n, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread #6 page 213 
Celebrant We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
People God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 
 
The Communion page 213 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Lamb of God [Michael Leach] 
People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us your peace, grant us your peace. 

 

All are welcome to receive communion with us 
When the ushers indicate to you, please line up in the centre aisle. 
• To receive a blessing, as you reach the priest with the bread, cross your arms over your 

chest.  Return to your seat after receiving the blessing. 

• To receive the bread, hold your hands in front of you, palms up. 

• We have gluten free bread, please ask the priest when you get to the front.  

• To receive the wine from the cup, take the bottom of the cup and the base and guide it to 

your mouth. 

• If you prefer to take only the bread, you may indicate this to the cup bearer by crossing 

your arms over your chest, or simply walking past them. 
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Communion Hymn #70 “Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts” Latin; translation by Ray Palmer 

 
1 Jesus, the joy of loving hearts, 

true source of life, our lives 
sustain; 

from the best bliss that earth 
imparts, 

we turn unfilled to you again. 
 
2 Your truth unchanged has ever 

stood; 
you rescue those who on you call: 

to those yet seeking, you are good; 
to those who find you, all in all. 

 
3 We taste of you, the living bread, 

and long to feast upon you still. 
We drink from you, the 
fountainhead; 

our thirsty souls from you we fill. 

4 Our restless spirits long for you, 
however may our lot is cast, 

glad when your gracious smile we view, 
blessed when our faith can hold you 
fast. 

 
5 Jesus, forever with us stay: 

make all our moments calm and 
bright; 

chase the dark night of sin away; 
spread through the world your holy 
light. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Gracious God, our hands have taken holy things; our lives have been nourished 

by the body of your Son.  May we who have eaten at this holy table be 
strengthened for service in your world.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
the Lord.  Amen. 

 
Doxology [Michael Leach] 
People Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more, infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever, for ever and ever.  Amen, Amen. 

 
Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn #383 “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” Text by Isaac Watts 
 

1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
doth its successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to 
shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
2 People and realms of every tongue 

dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 

3 Blessings abound where’er he reigns; 
the prisoners leap to lose his chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 

 
4 Let every creature rise and bring 

peculiar honours to our King, 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
Subdeacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Please join us for refreshments following the service. 

 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4  

Psalm 27:1,5-13 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 
 
 
 

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . . 
Congregation Cycle 
Juliet A / Stephanie A / Chimereze A / Christian A / Hadi A 

 
 
 

All music and texts for hymns and songs is covered under OneLicense A-718829 
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Celebrant & Preacher Rev. Ali McIntosh 

Subdeacon  Margie Lyttle 

Chalice Bearers Margie Lyttle,  

 Donya Xu 

Intercessor Ravi Andrews 

Server Christian Ajubiga 

Readers Donya Xu, 

 Hazel Perkin 

Crucifer Soroush Javaheri 

Music Michael Leach  

Videographer Egan Done 

Ushers Ann-Marie Waithe Powell, 

 Hazel Perkin 

Altar Guild Nancy Dodsworth 

Duty Warden Ann-Marie Waithe Powell 

Welcome Desk Michael R. Leach  

Coffee Hour Host   Lorraine Baillie 

Counters Ann-Marie Waithe Powell, 

 Hazel Perkin 

  
  

 

 

 
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/ 
 
 
 
Territorial Acknowledgement 
The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, 
Haudenosaunee (ho-den-oh-show-nee) and Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nations, and the 
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This territory was the subject of the Dish With One 
Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the 
Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great 
Lakes. This territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to 
many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. 
We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, 
and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 
 
 

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/

