St. George on Yonge
Anglican

MONDAY CONNECT GROUP - JANUARY 12, 2026

Introduction and welcome
Everyone is welcome whenever you can attend, even if only now and then. The Connect group
is a time to get to know each other and have some useful discussion.

Opening prayer

Because of war, because of violence, because there is still so much unrest in our world, because
hatred is still so strong, let us say to all that God’s peace will come on earth as it already is in
heaven. Help us to follow in the footsteps of the saints, and to devote ourselves to the service
of our neighbors. Amen

Sharing — how things are going for each of us
If people wish, this is a time to share what is happening with us.

Scripture reading from January 11, The Baptism of Our Lord

Matthew 3:13-17

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. '* John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented.

6 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
7 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

From an essay by Sister Doreen, SSJD (the same Convent as Sister Connie,
St. George’s Honorary Associate Priest)

Christmas Day is a twelve-day celebration, beginning with Christmas and ending with Epiphany
on January 6 (nearly a week ago). It's a time to ponder the mystery of the Incarnation, of God
made man, to learn something new.

A very popular song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ was once considered a code for Christians

during a time of persecution.

e On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me a partridge in a pear tree. The partridge
= Jesus

e On the second day of Christmas, my true love gave to me two turtle doves. The two turtle
doves = the Old and New Testament

e On the third day of Christmas, my true love gave to me three French hens. Three French
hens = the virtues of faith, hope, and love

e On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me four calling birds. Four calling birds
= the 4 Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
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On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me five golden rings. Five golden rings =
the first five books of the Bible, Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy.
On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me six geese a-laying. Six geese a-laying
= the six days of creation

On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me seven swans a-swimming. Seven
swans a-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel,
courage, knowledge, piety (reverence and faithfulness), and fear of God (a deep, reverent
awe and respect).

On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me eight maids a-milking. Eight maids
a-milking = the Eight Beatitudes

On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me nine ladies dancing. Nine ladies
dancing = the fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control)

On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me ten lords a-leaping. Ten lords a-
leaping = the Ten Commandments

On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, eleven pipers piping. Eleven
pipers piping = the eleven faithful disciples

On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, twelve drummers drumming.
Twelve drummers drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles Creed

Discussion questions

1.

6.

This is a ‘fun’ Christmas song, often sung at Christmas parties or singalongs, with people
taking one of the 12 parts, getting mixed up when it's their turn to sing, and having a lot of
fun.

. Does knowing this history of The Twelve Days as a ‘code’ used by Christians afraid of

persecution, make you think about what ‘codes’ Christians may use today, in a society which
is no longer predominantly Christian, but multi-denominational and often non-believing?

Is it too simplistic to cultivate our faith using an approach like this?

Can this song help us to bring along or encourage people who are new to the faith, or
struggling with their faith, or discouraged about faith and its relevance in their lives?
Yesterday, we celebrated the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, a new beginning for
BOTH OF THEM. How can those with strong, secure faith help others whose faith is shaky
or non-existent, with simpler, less traditional models of faith formation? Does this strengthen
both parties?

What other thoughts do you want to add to this discussion?

Closing prayer
Christ the light of our lives shine upon us, scatter the darkness in our path, and help us to share
your light with others. Amen

Let us connect again on Monday, January 26, 2026
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