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MONDAY CONNECT GROUP – JANUARY 26, 2026 

Introduction and welcome 
Everyone is welcome whenever you can attend, even if only now and then. The Connect group 
is a time to get to know each other and have some useful discussion.  
 

Opening prayer  
O God draw us closer to yourself that we may be drawn closer to one another. Deepen our faith, 
sustain our hope, and enlarge our capacity to love. May we be so conscious of your rule in our 
own lives that with quiet confidence we proclaim that your kingdom is at hand, here and 
everywhere in the world. Amen 

 
Sharing – how things are going for each of us 
If people wish, this is a time to share what is happening with us. 
 
Scripture reading from January 25 (Epiphany 3) 
I Corinthians 1:18–31 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  
 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, this message is Christ who is the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness 
is stronger than human strength.  
 

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 He is the source of your 
life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
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Comments by Rev. Ali in her sermon on January 25: 

▪ The message of the cross is foolishness 
▪ It is counter cultural. Who matters? God chose the weak and foolish 
▪ The cross is not about control, authority or success 
▪ Christians, the foolish, are willing to be wrong by the world’s standards 
▪ We do not find our way to God; God comes to us 

Rev Ali posted a quote by Stephen Colbert, a devout Roman Catholic: 

“Being a fool for Christ is willing to be wrong according to your time, but right according 
to your conscience, guided by the Holy Spirit” 

 

Discussion points 
 

▪ How easy is it to live as a witness to Christ, to be out of step with the mainstream? 
 

▪ How can we live our lives in a way that reflects our beliefs, yet function well in the wider 
world? 

 
▪ Have we seen an example of principled speaking out demonstrated in public and political 

life very recently? Could this have consequences? 
 

▪ What other thoughts does the Corinthians passage raise with you? 
 

Closing prayer  
Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you, 
Everything is changing, God alone is changeless. 
Patience obtains all things. 
Whoever has God, lacks nothing. God alone supplies every need. Amen 
St. Theresa of Avila 
 
 
 

 
Let us connect again on Monday, February 9, 2026 

 
 


