St. George on Yonge
Anglican

CONNECT GROUP - APRIL 13, 2026

Introduction and welcome
Everyone is welcome whenever you can attend.

Opening prayer (Collect from April 12 service)

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors of our
hearts, so that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and
peace, to the praise of God, the Source of all life. Amen.

Sharing — how things are going for each of us
This is a time to share what is happening with us, if people are comfortable doing this.

Gospel reading from April 12 (Easter 2): John 20:19-31

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you”. 2° After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22 When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 22 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 2° Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 3® Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 3! But these are written so
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
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Discussion points

1.

Fear vs. Peace (v. 19-20, 26): Rev. Ali in her sermon on April 12 described the
locked doors as a symbol of the apostles’ fear, isolation, and anxiety. Jesus
entered even though the doors were locked, in his resurrected, spiritual body. He
said to the disciples, “Peace be with you”. How does Jesus offer peace in our own
lives, especially when we feel trapped by fear, isolation, or anxiety?

The Wounds of the Risen Lord (v. 20, 27): Jesus shows his hands and side,
pierced by nails and sword. Why did Jesus keep his wounds after resurrection?
His suffering was real, but he overcame it. He intimately understands human
trauma.

Commissioning and the Holy Spirit (v. 21-23): Jesus sends his disciples just as
the Father sent him. He breathes the Holy Spirit onto them, echoing God creating
Adam (Genesis 2:7), symbolizing a ‘new creation’ and empowerment for a new
life.

The Ministry of Forgiveness (v. 23): Why does Jesus mention forgiving sins
immediately after appearing? This suggests the primary mission of the church is
to bring the peace of reconciliation, freeing people from fear. Do you agree?

Thomas: Doubt and Faith (v. 24-29): Thomas represents the human need for
certainty. Rather than condemning him, Jesus meets him in his doubt, offering
proof. How can doubt lead to a deeper, more personal faith?

The ‘Blessed’ Generation (v. 29): "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe." What is the nature of faith today? How can we know Christ
is risen without physical evidence?

The Purpose of the Gospel (v. 30—-31): The writer of the Gospel says that goal
of the stories in the Gospel is for the reader to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and to have life in his name.

Closing blessing (from April 12 service)

When it takes hold, resurrection does not let go, it shakes the dead awake, it shakes the
darkness from the light, and it wrestles death from all that is dying."® Let us go out into
the world and in the upheaval of resurrection seek out this new life. And may the blessing
of God be upon you, body, mind and spirit, as you leave this place and go into the world
filled with this Easter promise. Amen.

We look forward to connecting with you again on Monday, April 27, 2026.
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