St. George on Yonge
Anglican

CONNECT GROUP - MAY 25, 2026

Introduction and welcome

Opening prayer (Collect for May 24)

Holy God, pour out your Spirit to the ends of the earth, so that your children may return
from exile as citizens of your commonwealth and our divisions may be healed by your
word of love and righteousness; for with the same Spirit and the Word incarnate you are
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Sharing — how things are going for each of us

Part of First reading May 24 (Pentecost) Acts 2:1-4

' When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. # All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Discussion questions

1. What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?
2. Has God ever enabled us to do something that we didn’t think we could do?
3. How can we cultivate sensitivity to the Holy Spirit?

Part of Second reading May 24 (Pentecost): | Corinthians 12:4—11

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; ° and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; ¢ and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. & To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ® to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, '° to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. " All these are activated by
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

Discussion question

What might it mean to consider that the Holy Spirit wants to manifest Himself
through us in many different ways, and not just through those main gifts we believe
we have?
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Gospel from May 24 (Pentecost): John 20:19-23

9 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 2> When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

Discussion questions

1. Why are Christians sometimes reluctant to share their beliefs with others?

2. The disciples eventually left the locked room and began sharing the message of
Jesus with others. What changed? What ignited their mission?

Closing blessing (from May 24 service)

Go out into this world filled with the Holy Spirit. Let the Spirit give you words when you
have none. Let the Spirit strengthen you when the way ahead is hard. Remember Jesus
said he would not leave us alone and would send us an Advocate. Let the Spirit enfold
you and comfort you and keep you. Go in peace, following the flames of Holy Spirit
wherever you go. Amen.

We look forward to connecting with you again on Monday, June 8, 2026.
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