
 
 

September 27, 2026 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 26) 
Orange Shirt Day 

 

10:00 a.m. – Sung Eucharist 
 

Welcome 
 

Hearing Assistive Devices and Large Print service leaflets are available 
Please ask an usher for assistance 

 

 

  
 
 

We are a faith community dedicated to being a safe and inclusive place for all people to experience God's love. 
We celebrate God's gift of diversity by honouring and welcoming people from all gender identities, sexualities, 

marital statuses, family configurations, ages, abilities, races, ethnicities, and socioeconomic circumstances. 
No matter who you are, you are welcomed, loved, and valued. 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 
Organ Prelude 
 

Processional Hymn “Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)” Words by Marty Haugen 
 

1 Let us build a house where love can 
dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end 
divisions: 

 

Refrain: All are welcome, all are 
welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets 
speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

Refrain 
 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground, 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space, 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees 
us: 

Refrain 
 
4 Let us build a house where hands will 

reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

Refrain 
 

5 Let us build a house where all are 
named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and 
claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to 
rafter: 

Refrain 
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Territorial Acknowledgement     
The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee 
(ho-den-oh-show-nee) and Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nations, and the Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation. This territory was the subject of the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt 
Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to 
peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great Lakes. This territory is also covered 
by the Toronto Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle 
Island. 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We 
are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we 
commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 

 
Greeting and Collect for Purity page 185 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Hymn #366 “Glory, in the Highest Glory” Text from Glory to God (Gloria in excelsis, Greek hymn; 

paraphrase by Paul Gibson 
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2 Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, 
Lamb of God, for sinners given, 

Word eternal, born of Mary, 
Word made flesh, the face of heaven: 
 

holy one, to you we pray, 
hear us in the realms of day, 
with the Spirit there united, 
and the Godhead high exalted. 

Collect for Orange Shirt Day   
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Creator God, 

from you every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. You have rooted 
and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit 
to speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and 
wholeness. Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in 
partnership, may be strengthened and guided to help one another to grow 
into the full stature of Christ, who is our light and our life. Amen. 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 
First Reading: Exodus 17:1–7 
Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 

1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the Lord commanded.  They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people 
to drink.  2 The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.”  Moses 
said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?  Why do you test the Lord?”  3 But the people 
thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”  4 So Moses cried 
out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people?  They are almost ready to stone me.”  5 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.  6 I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.  Strike the rock, and water will come out 
of it, so that the people may drink.”  Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.  7 He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, 
saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 78:1-4,12-16 
  

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; 
  incline your ears to the words of my 
  mouth. 
 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
  I will declare the mysteries of ancient 
  times. 
 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
 and what our forefathers have told us, 
  we will not hide from their children. 
 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
 the praiseworthy deeds and the power 
 of the Lord, 
  and the wonderful works he has done. 
 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their 
forefathers, 

   in the land of Egypt, in the field of 
  Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass 
through; 

   he made the waters stand up like 
  walls. 

 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, 
   and all the night through with a glow 

  of fire. 
 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness 
   and gave them drink as from the 

  great deep. 
 

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, 
   and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

 

God of pilgrims, strengthen our faith, we pray.  Guide us through the uncertainties of our 
journey, and hold before us the vision of your eternal kingdom, made known to us in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1–13 
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
 

1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,  2 make my joy complete:  be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  4 Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  5 Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
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tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, 
my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23–32 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?”  24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me 
the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.  25 Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”  And they argued with one another, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’  26 But if we 
say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.”  27 So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”  And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. 

28 “What do you think?  A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’  29 He answered, ‘I will not;’ but later he changed his mind and 
went.  30 The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir;’ but 
he did not go.  31 Which of the two did the will of his father?”  They said, “The first.”  Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you.  32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you 
did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him . . . ” 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon 
Musical Reflection 
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The Apostles’ Creed   page 189 
Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
SGY Orange Shirt Day Prayers of the People 
 

Prayer for those Who Did not Return Home from Residential School and for all Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous People 
By Toronto Urban Native Ministry 
 

Leader  Let us pray, 
We hold close to our hearts today those whose absence leaves a gap too great 
for words. We hold to our hearts and grieve those beautiful lives cut short by 
colonial violence. 
For the thousands of children who did not return home from Residential 
School, 
For the many Indigenous people who are missing, or taken from us, 
May love surround them. 
May love circle those who miss them from their circles of love, family, and 
community. May love empower and encourage us to act with compassion, 
understanding, and justice. 
Peace and dignity to all beings, of earth, sky, and sea. 
We lament the violence at every level of Canadian society. 
May we all listen and follow the leadership of the families in this time of 
reckoning and calls for justice.  May truth be revealed. 
May the chains of violence be healed at their deepest roots. 
We hold close to our hearts the tears of so many, and the deceased who lay in 
the earth. 
We commit ourselves to praying, listening, being in relationship, speaking, and 
acting for the healing of the generations past and generations to come. 
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Leader In peace, we pray to you, God our Creator.  
 For all people in their daily life and work; 
All For our families, friends, and neighbours, and for all those who are alone. 
 

Leader For this community, our city, our country, and the world; 
All For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Leader For the just and proper use and stewardship of your creation;  
All For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  
 

Leader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  
All For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

Leader For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  
All For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth. 
Leader For those who have died, and for the families and friends that mourn them. 
All Let your loving kindness be upon them. 
 

Leader Hear us, Holy God; 
All For your mercy is great. 
 

Leader Creator of life- unleash the healing of your love in this land. In the spirit of the 
Creator who is with us now, Amen.  

 

Confession and Absolution page 191 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; God  

welcomes sinners and invites them to this table.  Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
People we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant Through the cross of Christ, 
God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
God strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in life eternal. 
Amen. 
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The Peace page 192 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory Hymn #576 “For the Healing of the Nations” Text by Fred Kaan 
 

1 For the healing of the nations, 
God, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

2 Lead us, Father, into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

3 All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice, 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 

 

4 You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 

that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 

 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Creator, you bless us  with many good gifts 

 returned to you from your creation. 
 Feed us with the Bread of Life, 
 your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer 1 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant Holy God, Lover of creation,  
 we give you thanks and praise  
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 for in the ocean of your steadfast love you bear us and  
 place the song of your Spirit in our hearts. 
 

When we turn from your love and defile the earth,  
you do not abandon us.   
Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah,  
through prophets, sages, and saints in every age,  
to confront our sin  
and reveal the vision of your new creation. 
 

Joining in the song of the universe  
we proclaim your glory singing: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Michael 
Leach 
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Celebrant Gracious God,  
 in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ  
 to share our fragile humanity.   
 Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection  
 you open the path from brokenness to health,  
 from fear to trust, from pride and conceit  
 to reverence for you. 
 

Rejected by a world that could not bear the Gospel of life,  
Jesus knew death was near.   
His head anointed for burial by an unknown woman,  
Jesus gathered together those who loved him.   
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it  
and gave it to his friends, saying,  
“Take and eat:  this is my body which is given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine,  
gave you thanks, and said  
“Drink this all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant  
which is shed for you and for many.   
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 

And now we gather at this table  
in response to his commandment,  
to share the bread and cup of Christ’s undying love,  
and to proclaim our faith. 

People Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant Breathe your Holy Spirit, 
 the wisdom of the universe,  
 upon these gifts that we bring to you:   
 this bread, this cup, ourselves, our souls and bodies,  
 that we may be signs of your love for all the world  
 and ministers of your transforming purpose. 
 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, Creator of all,  
and we bless your holy name for ever.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer [Michael Leach] 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread #4 page 212 
Celebrant “I am the bread which has come down from heaven,” says the Lord. 
People Give us this bread for ever. 
Celebrant “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
People May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 
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The Communion page 213 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Lamb of God [Michael Leach] 

 

 

All are welcome to receive communion with us 
When the ushers indicate to you, please line up in the centre aisle. 
• To receive a blessing, as you reach the priest with the bread, cross your arms over your 

chest.  Return to your seat after receiving the blessing. 

• To receive the bread, hold your hands in front of you, palms up. 

• We have gluten free bread, please ask the priest when you get to the front.  

• To receive the wine from the cup, take the bottom of the cup and the base and guide it to 

your mouth. 

• If you prefer to take only the bread, you may indicate this to the cup bearer by crossing 

your arms over your chest, or simply walking past them. 
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Communion Hymn #292 “We Cannot Measure How You Heal” Text by John L. Bell 

 
Prayer after Communion (Please stand, as you are able) 
Celebrant Creator God, fill our church with your compassion and peace, so that we who 

have been fed with holy things may fulfil your will in the world. This we ask in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Closing Prayer for Orange Shirt Day 
Celebrant Merciful God,  
People you call us to loving relationship with one another. Be with us now as we seek 

to heal old wounds and find joy again in this relationship.  
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts of flesh. Give us the gifts of honesty 
and openness, and fill us with your healing power and grace. 
We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

 
  

1 We cannot measure how you heal 
or answer every sufferer’s prayer, 

yet we believe your grace responds 
where faith and doubt unite to care. 

Your hands, though bloodied on the cross, 
survive to hold and heal and warn, 

to carry all through death to life 
and cradle children yet unborn. 
 

2 The pain that will not go away, 
the guilt that clings from things long past, 

the fear of what the future holds, 
are present as if meant to last. 

But present too is love which tends 
the hurt we never hoped to find, 

the private agonies inside, 
the memories that haunt the mind. 

3 So some have come who need your 
help 

and some have come to make 
amends, 

as hands which shaped and saved 
the world 

are present in the touch of friends. 
Lord, let your Spirit meet us here 

to mend the body, mind, and soul, 
to disentangle peace from pain, 

and make your broken people 
whole. 
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Doxology [Michael Leach] 

 
 

Blessing 
Celebrant Christ has no body but yours, no hands but yours, and no feet on earth but 

yours. Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassionately on this world. 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands, with 
which he blesses all the world. Go forth in the blessing of the Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer to do this work. Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn #575 “Let Streams of Living Justice” Text by William Whitla 

 
1 Let streams of living justice 

flow down upon the earth; 
give freedom’s light to captives, 

let all the poor have worth. 
The hungry’s hands are pleading, 

the workers claim their rights, 
the mourners long for laughter, 

the blinded seek for sight. 
Make liberty a beacon, 

strike down the iron power; 
abolish ancient vengeance: 

proclaim your people’s hour. 
 

2 For healing of the nations, 
for peace that will not end, 

for love that makes us lovers, 
God grant us grace to mend. 

Weave our varied gifts together; 
knit our lives as they are spun; 

on your loom of time enroll us 
till our thread of life is run. 

O great Weaver of our fabric, 
bind church and world in one; 

dye our texture with your radiance, 
light our colours with your sun. 

3 Your city’s built to music; 
we are the stones you seek; 

your harmony is language: 
we are the words you speak. 

Our faith we find in service, 
our hope in other’s dreams, 

our love in hand of neighbour: 
our homeland brightly gleams. 

Inscribe our hearts with justice; 
your way—the path untried; 

your truth—the heart of stranger; 
your life—the Crucified. 

 
Dismissal 
Subdeacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please join us downstairs in the Parish Hall for Coffee Hour 
 following the service. 
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Today’s Scripture Readings 
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Orange Shirt Day 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4,12-16 

Phil 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 1:1-6 

Lam 3:19-26 (as canticle) 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . . 

Congregation Cycle 

Sara M / Miranda M / Ali M & Christian C / Maryanne M / Beverley M, Kevin 
 

 
 
 
 

“All music and texts for hymns and songs is covered under OneLicense A-718829” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant   Rev. Ali McIntosh 
Preacher   Rev. Leigh Kern 
Subdeacon Margie Lyttle 
Server Soroush Javaheri 
Chalice Bearers Margie Lyttle,  
 Christian Ajubiga 
Crucifer Christian Ajubiga 
Readers Michael R. Leach 
 Craig Robertson 
Organist Michael Leach 

Videographer Egan Done 
Altar Guild Roshni Sircar 
Ushers Ann-Marie Waithe Powell, 
 Hazel Perkin 
Duty Warden & Welcome Table  
 Anthony Wong 
Coffee Hour Host   Alice Xia 
Counters Ann-Marie Waithe Powell, 
 Colette Lyttle 
 

 


