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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Prelude 
 

Hymn #508 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” Text by Horatius Bonar 
 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto me and rest; 

lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
thy head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 
so weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, 
and he has made me glad. 

 
2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 

stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus and I drank 

of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

and now I live in him. 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“I am this dark world’s light; 

look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus and I found 
in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of life I’ll walk 
till travelling days are done. 

 
Greeting and Collect for Purity page 185 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Glory to God [Hymn #686] page 186 
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest, 
People and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world:  have mercy upon us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until 

they find their rest in you.  May we find peace in your service, and in the world 
to come, see you face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
Reading: Genesis 25:19–34 
Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son:  Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean.  21 Isaac prayed to the Lord for his 
wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived.  22 The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this 
way, why do I live?”  So she went to inquire of the Lord.  23 And the Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 

one shall be stronger than the other, 
the elder shall serve the younger.” 

24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.  25 The first came 
out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  26 Afterwards his brother 
came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.  Isaac was sixty years 
old when she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
quiet man, living in tents.  28 Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. 

29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished.  30 Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!”  
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(Therefore he was called Edom.)  31 Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.”  32 Esau said, “I 
am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?”  33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”  So he 
swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.  34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil 
stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way.  Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 119:105–112 (Nun) 
 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon my path. 

 

106 I have sworn and am determined 
to keep your righteous judgements. 

 

107 I am deeply troubled; 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to 
your word. 

 

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my 
lips, 

and teach me your judgements. 

109 My life is always in my hand, 
yet I do not forget your law. 

 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, 
but I have not strayed from your 
commandments. 

 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfil your 
statutes 

for ever and to the end. 
 

As of old, O Lord our God, you gave commandments to make one nation just and true, so 
by your incarnate Word you make all peoples one in grace and in the perfect freedom of 
your service.  We give thanks to you through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
Gradual Hymn #715 “Alleluia” 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1–9,18–23 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.  2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach.  3 And he told them many things in parables, saying:  “Listen!  A sower went out 
to sow.  4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up.  5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 



5 

and since they had no root, they withered away.  7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them.  8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  9 Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

18 “ ... Hear then the parable of the sower.  19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path.  20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;  21 yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 
the word, that person immediately falls away.  22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is 
the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing.  23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection 
 
A time for silent reflection is kept. 
 
The Nicene Creed page 188 
Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
People We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
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Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Confession and Absolution page 191 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes 

sinners and invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
People we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Peace page 192 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Father, your word creates in us a yearning for your kingdom.  Receive all we 

offer you this day, and keep us in your peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ the 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
Doxology  
Celebrant Glory to god, 
People whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
Dismissal 
Subdeacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Hymn #323 “Ye Holy Angles Bright” Text by Richard Baxter 
 

1 Ye holy angels bright, 
who wait at God’s right hand, 

or through the realms of light 
fly at your Lord’s command, 

assist our song, 
or else the theme 
too high doth seem 

for mortal tongue. 
 
3 Ye saints, who toil below, 

adore your heavenly King, 
and onward as ye go 

some joyful anthem sing; 
in God rejoice, 

and thus proclaim 
the holy name 

with sounding voice. 

4 My soul, bear thou thy part, 
triumph in God above, 

and with a well-tuned heart 
sing thou the songs of love! 

Let all thy days 
till life shall end, 
whate’er God send, 

be filled with praise. 
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