January 24, 2021
Third Sunday after Epiphany (Proper 3)
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Ministry of the Word

2
The Gathering of the Community
Prelude
Opening Hymn #466 “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”
1

How clear is our vocation, Lord,
when once we heed your call:
to live according to your word,
and daily learn, refreshed, restored,
that you are Lord of all,
and will not let us fall.

2

But if, forgetful, we should find
your yoke is hard to bear;
if worldly pressures fray the mind
and love itself cannot unwind
its tangled skein of care:
our inward life repair.

4

Text by Fred Pratt Green

In what you give us, Lord, to do,
together or alone,
in old routines or ventures new,
may we not cease to look to you,
the cross you hung upon,
all you endeavoured done.

Greeting and Collect for Purity
page 185
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Almighty God,
People
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God
page 186
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest,
People
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

3
Collect of the Day
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading:
Reader
A reading from the Book of Jonah.

Jonah 3:1–5, 10

1

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a
three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried
out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
10

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 62:6–14
6 For God alone my soul in silence waits;
Truly, my hope is in him.
7

He alone is my rock and my salvation,
My stronghold, so that I shall not be
shaken.

8

In god is my safety and my honour;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.

9

Put your trust in him always, O people,
Pour out your hearts before him, for
God is our refuge.

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting
breath,
Even those of low estate cannot be
trusted.

11 On the scales they are lighter than a
breath,
All of them together.
12 Put no trust in extortion;
In robbery take no empty pride,
Thought wealth increase, set not your
heart upon it.
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard
it,
That power belongs to God.
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord,
For you repay everyone according to his
deeds.

4
Lord God, in a threatening world we look to you as our rock of hope. Hear us as we pour
out our hearts to you, and give us your grace and protection, through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia.
The Lord is my light and salvation.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Holy Gospel:
Subdeacon The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John 15:1-17

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do
what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.
Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ.

People

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

5
Sermon
A time for silent reflection is kept.
The Nicene Creed
page 188
Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say,
People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Leader
Lord, in your mercy,
People
Hear our prayer.
Confession and Absolution
page 191
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes
sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s
forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Celebrant Most merciful God,
People
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

6
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
People
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

page 192

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
Loving God, before the world began you called us. Make holy all we offer you
this day, and strengthen us in that calling. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ the Lord. Amen.
Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
People
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Announcements
Dismissal
Subdeacon Be one, so that the world may believe!
Abide in his love, go into the world and bear the fruits of this love.
People

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

7
Closing Hymn #432 “Jesus Calls Us! O’er the Tumult”

Text by Cecil Frances Alexander

1

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult
of our life’s wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice soundeth,
saying, “Christian, follow me!”

4

In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”

3

Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world’s golden store;
from each idol that would keep us,
saying, “Christian, love me more.”

5

Jesus calls us! By thy mercies,
Saviour, may we hear thy call,
give our hearts to thine obedience,
serve and love thee best of all.
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