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The Gathering of the Community 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn #631 “The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy” Text by Byrn Austin Rees 
 

1 The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, 
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

 

2 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
the captives are freed, the sinners find place. 
The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share, 
and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

3 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 
our crisis of judgement for gain and for loss. 

 

4 God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 
and all things cry “Glory!” to God All-in-All. 

 
Greeting and Collect for Purity page 185 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Glory to God  page 186 
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest, 
People and peace to his people on earth. 
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Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world:  have mercy upon us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be 

cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

Reading: I Corinthians 9:16–23 
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

16 If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 
me, and woe betide me if I do not proclaim the gospel!  17 For if I do this of my own will, I 
have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.  18 What then is 
my reward?  Just this:  that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as 
not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

19 For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might 
win more of them.  20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.  To those under 
the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I 
might win those under the law.  21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law 
(though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those 
outside the law.  22 To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak.  I have 
become all things to all people, so that I might by any means save some.  23 I do it all for the 
sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 147:1–12, 21c  
 

1 Hallelujah!   
How good it is to sing praises to our God! 

how pleasant it is to honour him with 
praise! 

 

2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem, 
he gathers the exiles of Israel.  

 

3 He heals the brokenhearted 
and binds up their wounds. 

 

4 He counts the number of the stars 
and calls them all by their names. 

 

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
there is no limit to his wisdom. 

 

6 The Lord lifts up the lowly, 
but casts the wicked to the ground. 

 

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
make music to our God upon the harp. 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds 
and prepares rain for the earth; 
 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the 
mountains 

and green plants to serve mankind. 
 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds 
and for the young ravens when they cry. 
 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a 
horse, 

he has no pleasure in the strength of a 
man; 
 

12 But the Lord has pleasure in those who 
fear him, 

in those who await his gracious favour. 
 

21c Hallelujah! 

 

God of the universe, Lord of life, give us grace to see you in all your works, in all creatures, 
all people, and in our hearts, that we may faithfully serve you and worthily praise your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant  Alleluia   
People  Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Celebrant    He took our infirmities and bore our diseases. 
People Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:29–39 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John.  30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him 
about her at once.  31 He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.  Then the fever 
left her, and she began to serve them. 



5 
32 That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 

demons.  33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.  34 And he cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the 
demons to speak, because they knew him. 

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, 
and there he prayed.  36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.  37 When they found 
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.”  38 He answered, “Let us go on to the 
neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came 
out to do.”  39 And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues 
and casting out demons. 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
A time for silent reflection is kept. 
 
The Nicene Creed page 188 
Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
People We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
Leader Lord, in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Confession and Absolution page 191 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes 

sinners and invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
People we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

 
The Peace page 192 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People God of compassion and forgiveness, receive our offering this day, and make us 

one with him who is our peace, Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
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Doxology 
Celebrant   Glory to God, 
People whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 

Prayers for Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Dismissal 
Subdeacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn #354 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Text by Robert Robinson 
 

1 Come, thou fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious measure, 
sung by flaming tongues above; 

O the vast, the boundless treasure 
of my God’s unchanging love. 

 

2 Here I make faith’s affirmation: 
thus far by thy help I’ve come, 

and I hope, by thy compassion, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 

3 O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

take my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 
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Today’s Scripture Readings 
 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-12 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

 
 
 
Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Leonard Leader 
Subdeacon Doug Heyes 
Reader Geraldine Sperling 
Organist Michael Leach 
Intercessor Hazel Perkin 
Videographer Egan Done 
 


