February 28, 2021
Second Sunday in Lent

Ministry of the Word

2
The Gathering of the Community
Prelude
Opening Hymn #537 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
1

In the cross of Christ I glory,
towering o’er the wrecks of time;
all the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.

2

When the woes of life o’ertake me,
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me:
lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3

Text by John Bowring

When the sun of bliss is beaming
light and love upon my way,
from the cross the radiance streaming
adds more lustre to the day.

Repeat verse 1

Greeting
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People
His mercy endures for ever.
Collect for Purity
Celebrant Almighty God,
People
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
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Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes
sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s
forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Celebrant Most merciful God,
People
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We

3
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death
upon the cross, give us faith to perceive his glory, that being strengthened by
his grace we may be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading:
Reader
A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16

1

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his
face; and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make
you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I
will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after
you . . . ”
15

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall
be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her,
and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

4
Psalm 22:22–30
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him;
stand in awe of him, O offspring of
Israel;
all you of Jacob’s line, give glory.

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall
bow before him.

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the
poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them;
but when they cry to him he hears
them.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord;
he rules over the nations.

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence
of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise
him:
“May your heart live for ever!”

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow
down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before
him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him;
they shall be known as the Lord’s for
ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a
people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done.

Father, your tortured Son felt abandoned, and cried out in anguish from the cross, yet you
delivered him. He overcame the bonds of death and rose in triumph from the grave. Do
not hide your face from those who cry out to you: feed the hungry, strengthen the weak,
and break the chains of the oppressed, that your people may rejoice in your saving deeds.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Second Reading:
Reader
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.
13

Romans 4:13–25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 If it is the adherents
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
16
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to

5
what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Celebrant Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life; You have the words of everlasting life.
People
Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life; You have the words of everlasting life.
Celebrant I do not glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world.
People
Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life; You have the words of everlasting life.
Holy Gospel:
Subdeacon The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
2

Mark 9:2–9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi,
it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved;
listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more,
but only Jesus.
9
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ.

People

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Sermon
A time for silent reflection is kept.
The Apostles’ Creed
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Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
People
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Leader
We pray to you, Lord.
People
Lord, have mercy.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
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The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
God of wisdom, may the light of the eternal Word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, guide us to your glory. We ask this in his name. Amen.

7
Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
People
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Announcements
Dismissal
Subdeacon Go in peace as we walk our Lenten journey; reflect; pray; continue to love and

People

serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn #450 “You Call Us, Lord, to Be”
1

You call us, Lord, to be a people set apart,
to feel with thoughtful mind and think with
tender heart.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.

2

You call us, Lord, to care for self and
neighbour too,
to take the risk, and dare to show what love
can do.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.

Text by Jane Manton Marshall
3

You call us, Lord, to be good stewards
of the earth;
to tend it as a place of blessedness and
worth.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.

4

You call us, Lord, to serve: to die that
we may live,
to know we best receive when joyfully
we give.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.

8
Today’s Scripture Readings

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings

Second Sunday in Lent

Third Sunday in Lent

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:22-30
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 9:2-9

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Today we welcome The Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil, Bishop of Toronto
Celebrant
Preacher
Subdeacon
Reader
Organist
Soloist
Intercessor
Videographer

The Rev. Leonard Leader
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil, Bishop of Toronto
Doug Heyes
Hazel Perkin
Michael Leach
Rachel Fuller
Geraldine Sperling
Egan Done

