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Easter
Ministry of the Word
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The Gathering of the Community
Opening Hymn #203 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
1

Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, alleluia!
who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

2

Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia!
unto Christ our heavenly King, alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave,
alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

Text from Lyra Davidica

3

But the pains which he endured, alleluia!
our salvation have procured; alleluia!
now above the sky he’s king, alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Greeting and Collect for Purity
page 185
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Celebrant May his grace and peace be with you.
People
May he fill our hearts with joy.
Celebrant Almighty God,
People
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God
page 186
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest,
People
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

3
Collect of the Day
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
Lord of life and power, through the mighty resurrection of your Son, you have
overcome the old order of sin and death and have made all things new in him.
May we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, reign with him in
glory, who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading:
Reader
A reading from the book of Isaiah.
6

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.
7
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 111:14-17, 22-24 (sung in hymn format):
1. God is my strength and song,
The Saviour I have found;
Now from the tents of all the just
Comes the triumphant sound:
“The right hand of the Lord
Has gained the victory!

Isaiah 25:6–9

4
The right hand of the Lord has won,
Has triumphed gloriously!”
2. I shall not die, but live,
And make the Lord’s works known;
The stone the builders cast aside
Is now the cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s own work
And marvellous to see;
The Lord has acted on this day,
We praise his victory.
Second Reading:
Reader
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Acts 10:34–43

34

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is
Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

5
Holy Gospel:
Subdeacon The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Mark 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the
week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other,
“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”
4
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled
away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on
the right side, and they were alarmed.
6
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”
8
Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.
Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ.
People
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon
A time for silent reflection is kept.
Solo

This joyful Eastertide (Charles Wood)

The Nicene Creed
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Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say,
People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was

6
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
page 191
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes
sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s
forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Celebrant Most merciful God,
People
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Leader
Let us pray to the Lord.
People
Hear us, Lord of glory!
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
People
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

7
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

page 192

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
God our strength and salvation, receive all we offer you this day, and grant
that we who have confessed your name, and received new life in baptism, may
live in the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
People
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Announcements
Prayers for Birthdays and Anniversaries
Dismissal
Subdeacon Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Closing Hymn #216 “Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem”
Text by Fulbert of Chartres; translation by Robert Campbell

1

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy.

4

Triumphant in his glory now
to him all power is given;
to him in one communion bow
all saints in earth and heaven.

2

For Judah’s lion bursts his chains,
crushing the serpent’s head;
and cries aloud through death’s domains
to wake the imprisoned dead.

5

All glory to the Father be,
all glory to the Son;
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.

3

Devouring depths of hell their prey
at his command restore;
his ransomed hosts pursue their way
where Jesus goes before.

8
Postlude

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . .
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Today’s Scripture Readings

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings

Easter Sunday
Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 111:14-17,22-24
Acts 10:34-43
Mark 16:1-8

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1--1:2
John 20:19-31
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