April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Ministry of the Word
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The Gathering of the Community
Prelude
Opening Hymn #520 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Psalm 23; Paraphrase by Henry Williams Baker

1

The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

5

Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

2

Where streams of living water flow
my ransomed soul he leadeth,
and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

6

And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never;
good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within Thy house forever!

Greeting and Collect for Purity
page 185
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Celebrant May his grace and peace be with you.
People
May he fill our hearts with joy.
Celebrant Almighty God,
People
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God
page 186
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest,
People
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

3
Collect of the Day
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
O God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make us
perfect in every good work to do your will, and work in us that which is wellpleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Earth Day
Celebrant God, Creator of the world, we celebrate the gifts of your earth and the
stewardship you have entrusted to us as tillers and tenders in your creation.
We trust that in the gathering of your people, your power is present among us;
your Holy Spirit stirs and moves and gives us courage to remember that all good
gifts come first from you.
We praise you for this creation in the words of the Psalmist, sung by our
ancestors in faith for generations:
“God speaks: the heavens are made;
God breathes: the stars shine.
God bottles the waters of the sea
and stores them in the deep.
All earth, be astounded,
stand in awe of God.”
Keep us faithful in the stewardship of your blessings upon us, that we may not
take them for granted, but tend and care for them as we pass them on to those
who come after us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading:
Reader
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
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Acts 4:5–12

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the
high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.
7
When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or
by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are questioned today because of a good deed done
to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to
all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health

4
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. 11 This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
12
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
1

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

2

He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3

He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Glory to you, Jesus Christ, our good shepherd. In the waters of baptism you give us new
birth, at your table you nourish us with heavenly food, and in your goodness and mercy,
you guide us beyond the terrors of evil and death to your Father’s home to dwell in
eternal light. Glory to you for ever. Amen.
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Second Reading:
Reader
A reading from the First Letter of John.

I John 3:16–24

16

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our
lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
18
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19 And by this
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
20
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;
22
and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do
what pleases him.
23
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit
that he has given us.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia.
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord: I know my own and my own know me.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Holy Gospel:
Subdeacon The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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John 10:11–18

[Jesus said,] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows
me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that
do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there
will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down
my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own

6
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received
this command from my Father.”
Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ.

People

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon
A time for silent reflection is kept.
Solo

“My Shepherd will supply my need”
Text: Isaac Watts Music: American folk melody

The Nicene Creed
page 188
Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say,
People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Leader
Let us pray to the Lord.
People
Hear us, Lord of glory!
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Confession and Absolution
page 191
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes
sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s
forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Celebrant Most merciful God,
People
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say:
People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

page 192

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
God of loving care, you spread before us the table of life, and give us the cup
of salvation to drink. Keep us always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and our shepherd. Amen.
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Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
People
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Dismissal
Subdeacon Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Closing Hymn #486 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
1

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

2

Come, almighty to deliver;
let us all thy grace receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

3

Text by Charles Wesley
Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee,
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.
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We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . .
Congregation Cycle
Dilip Ghose
Eleanor Gilbert
Ferdinand Gill
Parivin Gitiravan
Azita Golpour

Today’s Scripture Readings

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:24-30
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

Celebrant & Preacher
Assisting Clergy
Subdeacon
Reader
Organist
Soloist
Intercessor
Videographer

The Rt. Rev. Kevin Robertson, Area Bishop
The Rev. Leonard Leader
Doug Heyes
Hazel Perkin
Michael Leach
Rachel Fuller
Geraldine Sperling
Egan Done
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As Christians, we believe that the earth belongs to God; that all things have been created
and will be redeemed in Christ; and that we have been entrusted with the care of the earth.
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