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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn #564 “Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us” Text by James Edmeston 
 

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee; 

yet possessing every blessing 
if our God our Father be. 

 

2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us; 
all our weakness thou dost know; 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
through the desert thou didst go. 

3 Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy; 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
Celebrant  Christ our true and only Light: receive our prayers and songs, and illumine the 

secrets of our hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may 
possess us who are made new in the light of your heavenly grace. Amen. 

 (source: Gelasian Sacramentary) 
 
Acknowledgement and Thanksgiving for the Land 
 Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give 

thanks and respect to those who first occupied this land we are upon.  The 
land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, 
Haudenosaunee (ho-den-oh-show-nee) and Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) 
Nations, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This territory was the 
subject of the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 
between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to 
peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great Lakes. This 
territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to 
many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We recognize the enduring 
presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful 
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and 
we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 
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The Gathering Prayer 
 
People Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit 

within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this 
Sacred Circle through which all of creation is related. You show us the way to 
live a generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment as we grow in your Spirit, for you are God, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
Collect of the Day 
 
 Creator God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name. 
 You have rooted and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us 

by your Spirit to speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards 
justice and wholeness. 

 Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in partnership, may be 
strengthened and guided to help one another to grow into the full stature of 
Christ, who is our light and our life. Amen 

 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:25–31 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

25 To whom then will you compare me, 
   or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
   Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
   calling them all by name; 
because he is great in strength, 
   mighty in power, 
   not one is missing. 
 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 
   and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
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   and my right is disregarded by my God?” 
28 Have you not known?  Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
   his understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the faint, 
   and strengthens the powerless. 
30 Even youths will faint and be weary, 
   and the young will fall exhausted; 
31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
   they shall walk and not faint. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 19:1–6,13-14  
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 

2 One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to  
  another. 
 

3 Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, 
  and their message to the ends of the  
  world. 
 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; 
  it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 
  chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its  
  course. 
 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge 
of the heavens and runs about to the 
end of it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its burning 
heat. 

 
13 Above all, keep your servant from 

presumptuous sins; 
  let them not get dominion over me; 
   then shall I be whole and sound, 
   and innocent of a great offense. 
 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable 
in your sight, 

  O Lord, my strength and my  
  redeemer. 
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Gracious creator of heaven and earth, your Word has come among us as the true Sun of 
righteousness, and the good news of his birth has gone out to the ends of the world.  
Open our eyes to the light of your law, that we may be purified from sin and serve you 
without reproach for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Light and our Life.  Amen. 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4–9 
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone.  The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  9 Keep on doing the things that you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Celebrant  Alleluia   
People  Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Celebrant   A great prophet has arisen among us! God has visited his people! 
People Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel: John 1:1–18 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 

He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being  4 in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
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6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light.  9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him.  11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  12 But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’”)  16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  17 The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18 No one has ever seen 
God.  It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
A time for silent reflection is kept. 

Solo “The Call”  Text: George Herbert.  Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
The Apostles’ Creed page 189 
Celebrant Let us confess the faith, as we say, 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
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(A statement of belief) 
People We believe in the love of God, embodied in the person of Jesus, spread 

through the cosmos by the Holy Spirit.  
 (University Episcopal Community at The Univ. of MN) 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
(please stand if able) 
 
Reader Creator and Redeemer, as we approach you in prayer, make us walk in beauty 

and balance, make us open our hearts and minds, make us speak the truth. 
We pray first for your Community, the Church, The Body of Christ. We pray for 
all our relatives in the circle of life throughout all Creation; for those chosen to 
be our leaders and teachers. 

 
Reader In peace, we pray to you, Lord God, 
 
Reader We call upon the earth, our Mother and home, with its beautiful depths, 

soaring heights and deep waters, its vitality and abundance of life, and 
together we ask that it  

 
People Teach us and show us the way. 
 
Reader We call upon the mountains and tundra, the high green valleys and prairies 

filled with wild flowers, the snows, the summits of intense silence, and we ask 
that they: 

 
People Teach us and show us the way. 
 
Reader We call upon the land which grows our food, the nurturing soil, the fertile 

fields, the abundant gardens and orchards, and we ask that they: 
 
People Teach us and show us the way. 
 
Reader We call upon the forests, the great trees reaching strongly to the sky with 

earth in their roots and the heavens in their branches, the fir and the pine, the 
cedar and the maple, we ask them to: 
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People Teach us and show us the way. 
 
Reader We call upon the creatures of the fields and forests and the waters, our 

brothers and sisters the wolves and deer, the eagle and bear, the great whales 
and the fish. We ask them to: 

 
People Teach us and show us the way. 
 
Reader We call upon all those who have lived on this earth, our ancestors and our 

friends, who dreamed the best for future generations, and upon whose lives 
our lives are built, and with thanksgiving, we call upon them to: 

 
People Teach us and show us the way. 
 
Reader Creator, you made the world and declared it to be good: the beauty of the 

trees, the softness of the air, the fragrance of the grass speaks to us; the 
summit of the mountains, the thunder of the sky, the rhythm of the waters 
speak to us; the faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning, the 
dewdrops on the flower speak to us. But above all, our heart soars, for you 
speak to us in Jesus the Christ, in whose name we offer these prayers.  Amen 

(Prayers of the People, The Church of the Four Winds, Portland Oregon) 
 
Confession 
 
Celebrant Come, let us return to the lord and say:  
People  Creator God, in our sin we have avoided your call. Our love for you is like a  

morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. Have mercy on us; deliver 
us from judgment; bind up our wounds and revive us; in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

 
Celebrant The Lord enrich you with grace, and nourish you with many blessings; the Lord 

defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant  And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you 
People And also with you. 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Creator, you bless us with many good gifts returned to you from your creation. 
 Feed us with the Bread of Life, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Doxology 
Celebrant    Glory to God, 
People whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 Send us anywhere you would have us go, only go there with us. Place upon us 

any burden you desire, only stand by us to sustain us. Break any tie that binds 
us, except the tie that binds us to you.  

 
 And the blessing of God; the Creator, who made and knows us; the Savior, 

who redeems and befriends us; and the Spirit, who enlightens and sustains us, 
be with you this day and always. Amen. 

 (Blessing attributed to The Rt. Rev. John Shelby Spong) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Subdeacon In the name of the Light that came into the world go in peace. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn #537 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” Text by John Bowring 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
all the light of sacred story 
gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
never shall the cross forsake me: 
lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
light and love upon my way, 
from the cross the radiance streaming 
adds more lustre to the day. 

 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

by the cross are sanctified; 
peace is there that knows no measure, 
joys that through all time abide. 

 
Repeat verse 1 

 
 

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . . 

Congregation Cycle 
Cliff Okocha 
Godfrey Otasousie 
Damiana Palmieri 
Hazel Perkin 
Prince Philip Abraham & Subba Philip & family 
Natalia Abass-Phillips & Niko 

 
 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 40:25-31 

Psalm 19 
Philippians 4:4-9 

John 1:1-18  
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
II Samuel 1:1,17-27 

Psalm 130 
2 Cor 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 
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Celebrant The Rev. Leonard Leader 
Subdeacon Doug Heyes 
Reader Hazel Perkin 
Organist Michael Leach  
Soloist Rachel Fuller 
Intercessor Geraldine Sperling 
Videographer Egan Done 
 
The Homily by the Rt. Rev. Chris Harper, Bishop of Saskatoon, and other resources, were 

provided by Indigenous Ministries, The Anglican Church of Canada. 

 
 
 
 


