August 22, 2021
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 21)

Ministry of the Word
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The Gathering of the Community
Prelude
Opening Hymn #498 “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place”
Psalm 84; paraphrase from Scottish Psalter & by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
1

How lovely is thy dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts, to me!
My thirsty soul desires and longs
within thy courts to be;
my very heart and flesh cry out,
O loving God, for thee.

3

They who go through the desert vale
will find it filled with springs,
and they shall climb from height to height
till Zion’s temple rings
with praise to thee, in glory throned,
Lord God, great King of kings.

2

Beside thine altars, gracious Lord,
the swallows find a nest;
how happy they who dwell with thee
and praise thee without rest,
and happy they whose hearts are set
upon the pilgrim's quest.

4

One day within thy courts excels
a thousand spent away;
how happy they who keep thy laws
nor from thy precepts stray,
for thou shalt surely bless all those
who live the words they pray.

Greeting and Collect for Purity
page 185
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Almighty God,
People
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God
page 186
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest,
People
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

3
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
Offensive God, refusing our religion of sacrifice and power: find us in our
wandering, speak to us the word of life, liberate our violent hearts, and let us
abide with you; through Jesus Christ, the holy one of God. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading:
Reader
A reading from the First Book of Kings.

I Kings 8:22–30,41–43

22

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. 23 He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no
God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for
your servants who walk before you with all their heart, 24 the covenant that you kept for
your servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and
have this day fulfilled with your hand. 25 Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your
servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never fail you a
successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to
walk before me as you have walked before me.’ 26 Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word
be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David.
27
“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot
contain you, much less this house that I have built! 28 Have regard to your servant’s prayer
and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you
today; 29 that your eyes may be open night and day towards this house, the place of which
you said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays
towards this place. 30 Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they
pray towards this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling-place; heed and forgive.
41

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land
because of your name 42 —for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and
your outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays towards this house, 43 then hear

4
in heaven your dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that
all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and
so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have built.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of
hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the
courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the
living God.
2

The sparrow has found her a house and
the swallow a nest where she may lay her
young;
by the side of your altars, O Lord of
hosts, my King and my God.

3

Happy are they who dwell in your house!
they will always be praising you.

4

Happy are the people whose strength is in
you!
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims'
way.

5

Those who go through the desolate valley
will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with
pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will reveal
himself in Zion.
7

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8

Behold our defender, O God;
and look upon the face of your
anointed.

9

For one day in your courts is better
than a thousand in my own room,
and to stand at the threshold of the
house of my God than to dwell in
the tents of the wicked.

10 For the Lord God is both sun and
shield;
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the Lord withhold
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O Lord of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust
in you!

God of pilgrims, teach us to recognize your dwelling-place in the love, generosity, and
support of those with whom we share our journey, and help us to worship you in our
response to those who need our care; for all the world is your temple and every human
heart is a sign of your presence, made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

5
Second Reading:
Reader
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 6:10–20

10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole
armour of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you
may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
14
Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the
breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready
to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you
will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I
must speak.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Holy Gospel:
Subdeacon The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
56

John 6:56–69

[Jesus said to the Jews,] “ ... Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I
in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever
eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like
that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for
ever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

6
60

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept
it?” 61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them,
“Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where
he was before? 63 It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But among you there are some who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that
would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to
me unless it is granted by the Father.”
66
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.
67
So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God.”
Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ.

People

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon
A time for silent reflection is kept.
Solo: “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” –
Text by George Herbert. Music by Ralph Vaughan Williams
The Nicene Creed
page 188
Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say,
People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has

7
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Leader
Lord, in your mercy,
People
Hear our prayer.
Confession and Absolution
page 191
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes
sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s
forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Celebrant Most merciful God,
People
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
People
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

page 192

8
The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Let us pray.
People
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.
Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
People
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Dismissal
Subdeacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn #425 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
1

Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the dark of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2

All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heaven reflect thy rays;
stars and angels sing around thee,
centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3

Text by Henry van Dyke
Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father and our Mother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.
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We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . .
Congregation Cycle
David & Judy Bradshaw
Pamela Brand
Maxine & Nigel Britto & Liam & Mikaela
Marcia Browne
Hilmi & Karima Buyuk

Today’s Scripture Readings

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 8:22-30,41-43
Psalm 84
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Psalm 45:1.2,7-10
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23

Celebrant
Preacher & Subdeacon
Reader
Organist
Soloist
Intercessor
Videographer

The Rev. Carol Friesen
Sarah Layman
Geraldine Sperling
Michael Leach
Rachel Fuller
Doug Heyes
Egan Done

