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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Processional Hymn #89 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”               
Translation from Latin by John Mason Neale 

  
O come, o come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
  

Refrain: Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
  

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
Refrain 
 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times once gave the law, 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Refrain 
  

O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
from every foe deliver them 

that trust your mighty power to save, 
and give them victory o’er the grave.  

Refrain 
  

O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 
Refrain 
  

O come, O Dayspring from on high 

and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Refrain 
  

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of humankind; 
O bid our bitter conflict cease, 
and be for us our Prince of Peace. 
Refrain 

 
Greeting page 185 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
 
Collect for Purity page 185 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Advent Canticle 18b The Song of Mary Tell Out My Soul Hymn # 362 
 

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit 
voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm 
has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name -- the Lord, the mighty one. 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put 
to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord 
to children's children and forevermore! 

 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant.  Let us pray. 

God of hope, 
you call us from the exile of our sin 
with the good news of restoration; 
you build a highway through the wilderness; 
you come to us and bring us home. 
Comfort us with the expectation of your saving power, 
made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002)  

 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1–11 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What 
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shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get 
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is 
your God!" See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13  
Reader         Psalm 85, selected verses. 
Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
 
You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins.  
Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
 
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and 
to those who turn their hearts to him. 
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.  
Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
 
Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  
Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
 
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness 
shall go before him, and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was, in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
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Second Reading: II Peter 3:8–9 
Reader A reading from the Second Letter of Peter. 
 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think 
of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance.  
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hymn #107 “Prepare the Way” Luke 3:4,6; paraphrase by Taizé Community (France) 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 
prepare the way of the Lord, 
and all people will see 
the salvation of our God. 
Repeat as needed. 

 
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1–8 
Subdeacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Subdeacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,'" John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 
 

Subdeacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily 
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The Apostle’s Creed 
Hymn #44 “I Believe in God Almighty” Paraphrase by Sylvia G. Dunstan 
 

1 I believe in God almighty, 
Father of all things that be, 

maker of the earth and heavens, 
keeper of the sky and sea. 

I believe in God’s Son, Jesus, 
now for us both Lord and Christ, 

of the Spirit and of Mary 
born to bring abundant life. 
 

2 I believe that Jesus suffered, 
scourged and scorned and crucified; 

taken from the cross, was buried— 
true life there had truly died. 

I believe that on the third day 
Christ was raised up from the grave, 

then ascended to God’s right hand. 
He will come to judge and save. 

3 I believe in God’s own Spirit, 
bonding all the saints within 

one Church, catholic, and holy, 
where forgiveness frees from sin; 

in the body’s resurrection, 
for the breaking of death’s chain 

gives the life that’s everlasting: 
this the faith that I have claimed. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader In joyful expectation, we pray. 
People Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

Confession and Absolution page 191 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes 

sinners and invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 
Celebrant Most merciful God, 
People we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Peace page 192 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory Hymn #100 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 

Isaiah 40:1–5; paraphrase by Johannes G. Olearius; translation by Catherine Winkworth 

 
1 Comfort, comfort ye my people; 

speak ye peace:  thus says your God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness 

bowed beneath oppression’s load; 
speak ye to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them: 

tell her that her sins I cover, 
and her warfare now is over. 

 
2 Hark!  The herald’s voice is calling 

in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance, 

since the reign of God is here. 
Oh, the warning call obey! 
Now prepare for Christ a way; 

let the valleys rise to meet him 
and the hills bow down to greet him. 

3 Make ye straight what long was 
crooked; 

make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble 

as befits Messiah’s reign, 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o’er the earth is shed abroad, 

and all flesh shall see the token 
that God’s Word is never broken. 

 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People God our strength,  

we are nothing without you.   
Receive all we offer you this day as you sustain us with your mercy; in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer #3 page 198 

Proper Preface Advent page 219 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks 

and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time came 
among us in our flesh, and opened to us the way of salvation.  Now we watch for 
the day when he will come again in power and great triumph to judge this world, 
that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your name. 

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. i 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made 
known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely 
accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  this is my body 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

People we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in 
glory; 

Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they 
may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  
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Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and 
bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowèd be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread #5 page 212 
Celebrant God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
People Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

Lamb of God   Common Praise  
People Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  Lamb of 

God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you 
take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 
The Communion page 213 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant Dear friends, if you are present or elsewhere and are unable to receive the 

sacrament at this time, I invite you to join me and the whole church in spiritual 
communion to receive Christ, who is present in this Sacrament of the Altar. Let 
us pray. 

People  Lord Christ, present in the Sacrament of the altar and in your people, gathered 
in spirit, come and abide in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my 
wisdom and guide me in right pathways; transform my life and actions that 
they may reflect the image of your holiness; and, by the power of your 
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liberating love, overthrow all that threatens or disrupts the justice and truth of 
the reign of God. In your name I pray. Amen. 

 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  If you would 
rather not receive the bread and wine, please feel free to come forward for a 

blessing. 
 

Communion Hymns 
Hymn #103 “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry” 

Text by Charles Coffin; translation by John Chandler 
 

1 On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within. 
Prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 

 

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine 
hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once 
more. 

 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 
Hymn #114 “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

Text by John Cennick, Charles Wesley, Martin Madan 
 

1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
God appears on earth to reign. 

 

 

 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 

all who set at nought and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply 
grieving, 

shall the true Messiah see. 
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3 Now redemption, long expected, 
see in solemn pomp appear; 

all his saints, on earth rejected, 
thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
See the day of God appear! 

 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory; 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 

O come quickly!  O come quickly!  O 
come quickly! 

          Hallelujah!  Come, Lord, come! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving page 214 
Celebrant All your works praise you, O Lord. 
People And your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ.  May we, who share his body, live his risen life; we, who drink his 
cup, bring life to others; we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn #106 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness” 
Isaiah 40:3–11; paraphrase by James Lewis Milligan 

 

1 There’s a voice in the wilderness 
crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, 

a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 

the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places 

where the Lord our God may go! 
 

2 O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 
ascend to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people 
the coming of their King. 

The works of pride all perish, 
like flowers they shall decay; 

the power and pomp of nations 
 shall pass like a dream away. 

3 But your word, O God, is faithful, 
your arm, O Lord, is strong; 

you stand in the midst of nations, 
and you will right the wrong. 

You will feed your flock like a  
 

shepherd, 
and fold the lambs to your breast; 

in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, 
and give to the weary rest. 

 

   Repeat verse 1 
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Dismissal 
Subdeacon Go in peace full of expectation to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Please join us for refreshments in the parish hall following the service. 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Isiah 61:1-4,8-11 

Luke 1:46-55 
1 Th 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

 
 

We Remember in Prayer Today and This Week . . .  

Congregation Cycle   
Marcia B / Hilmi & Karima B / Ronald B / James B / Sofia C 
 

 
 

Celebrant & Preacher   
 Fr. Ian LaFleur 
Subdeacon Margie Lyttle 
Intercessor Geraldine Sperling  
Reader Craig Robertson 
Music Michael Leach 

Videographer  Egan Done 
Usher    Ann-Marie Waithe Powell 
Altar Guild  Maggie Sumner 
Welcome Desk  Doug Heyes  
Coffee Hour Host Geraldine & Alan Sperling  

 
 

i Holy, Holy, Holy Lord - Common Praise # 689 


